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HMS PORTLAND (left) has spent four days 
renovating a remote school in Sierra Leone. 
See page 18 
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THERE ts plenty of activity to report this 
month as thoughts turn to the festivities at 
the end of this month which will see many 
Royal Wavy and overseas warships involved 
m the International Fleet Review at Spithcad 
and the subsequent International Festival of 
the Seas in Portsmouth Naval Rise* 

Ice patrol ship HMS Endurance, back 
from her Antarctic deployment, is to carry 
the Queen and the Duke of York out to 
review the Fleet (see right}* 

Another ship home in time for the event 
is Type 23 frigate HMS Marlborough (see 
right), but her sister Duke-class ship, HMS 
Argyll, will be in the Gulf on patrol over the 
summer (see right). 

Argyll at one point worked with the UK-led 
international task group CTF 150, operat¬ 
ing in the Arabian Sea. where Coalition 
ships rescued almost 100 capsized refu¬ 
gees (see page 4). 

Type 42 destroyer HMS York will also 
be far from the Solent when the Fleet lines 
up - she follows a stmt on JMG (now evolv¬ 
ing into Neptune Warrior) before heading 
through the Mediterranean and the Suez 
Canal on a deployment to the Far East (see 
page 4 7 

Amphibious assault ship HMS Bulwark 
has been commissioned into the Fleet (see 
page 17), and from welcoming a big ship 
Navy News also noted the departure of a 
more modest vessel as Portsmouth Harbour 
tug Setter left service (see page 17 J. 

Talking of big ships, helicopter earner 
HMS Ocean has been going through the 
rigours of operational sea training (see page 
4) while aircraft earner HMS Illustrious visit¬ 
ed London, taking up a berth off Greenwich 
where she welcomed a number of visitors, 
including new Defence Minister Dr John 
Reid (see page 26), 

Anniversaries are very much to the fore 
this year, and several ships took part in the 
events organised to mark the 60th anniver¬ 
sary of the liberation of the Channel Islands 

- assault ship HMS Albion. RFA tanker 
Gold Rover and offshore patrol ships 
HMS Mersey and HMS Tyne were on 
station in Jersey, while mine countermeas¬ 
ures vessels HMS Pul vert on and HMS 
Cottesmore were on duty in Guernsey 
(see Richard Hargreaves’ reports on pages 
14 and 151. 

HMS Tyne also managed a first for the 
River-class by undertaking a replenishment 
at sea (RASl with RFA tanker Orangeleaf 

(see page 41. 

Older ships are also in the news this 
month - the Mary Rose is to get a new 
ship hail home, allowing visitors to get a 
good look at the Tudor warship (see page 
19) while the latest in our series of cutaways 

- now computer-generated graphics, rather 
than hand-drawn pictures - features HMS 
Victory (see centre of paper). 

The Royal Marines celebrated 50 years 
since receiving the Freedom of the City of 
Plymouth in a repeat ceremony (see p30). 
but it was not all ceremonials, as a large 
number of Green Berets headed to south¬ 
ern Europe and Exercise Bavanan Fest, a 
nine-week adventurous training programme 
m the Alps (see page 5}* 

Type 23 frigate HMS Northumberland 
has been acting as a pilot ship for the new 
ratings manning structure - and is also 
adorned with a new eco-friendly anti-foul- 
mg paint on her hull (see page 57 

Sister frigate HMS Portland has been 
active off the West African coast, making 
her presence felt in the community by help¬ 
ing renovate a school in Sierra Leone (see 
page 18)* 

Our Ship of the Month this time is 
Sandown-class mmehunter HMS Ramsey 

(see page 12). 

Potential Royal Navy officers of the future 
had a chance to impress not only the mem¬ 
bers of the Admiralty interview Board, 
but also our own Assistant Editor Richard 
Hargreaves, who sat in on proceedings (see 
page 13 7 

RFA tanker Wave Knight has continued 
the impressive drug-busting tradition of the 
Wave class by helping detain a yacht in the 
Caribbean which was found to be carrying 
183kg of cocaine (see back page). 

Also enjoying the warm waters of the 
Caribbean has been Type 42 destroyer 
HMS Liverpool, which called m at the vol¬ 
canic island of Montserrat (see back page 7 
Type 23 frigate HMS Sutherland navi¬ 
gated more chilly seas as she made her way 
to the northern Russian city of Murmansk to 
help honour the Heroes of the Northern 
Convoys' (see back page 7 

And back on the theme of anniversaries 
and nostalgia, the Ganges Boys gathered 
at their old stamping ground in Suffolk for a 
Centenary Parade to mark 100 years since 
the training of Boy Seaman moved ashore 
at Shot ley (see supplement 7 

On a more serious note, Richard 
Hargreaves (Hasn't he been busy this 
month 1 - Ed) travelled to Iraq to see what 
effect the Navy is having on the rebuilding 
of the country (see pages 22 and 23). 


role for ice patrol ship 


Royal 

ICE PATROL ship HMS Hndunin 
was due back from her annual d ploy- 
mem as AVit/y Wrti't wem to press, and 
she returns u> a high-pro file rule in the 
International Fleet Review this month. 

Ii has been officially announced that 
Endurance ,ull act as the royal review 
vessel for the maritime spectacular 
af Spithead, with the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh boarding the Red 
Plum to sail between the lines of 160 
or more vessels* 

Tile ship s bright red hull, designed 


to make her visible in the icy wastes <4 
Antarctica, will prove just as effective 
as *he winds her way through the lines 
of ships off Portsmouth and Gosport 
on June 28. 

Her Commanding Officer, Lapt 
Tom Karsten, said: "We are delighted 
to be playing such a significant role m 
the Trafalgar 200 celebrations. 

"It will he an important chapter in 
the history of HMS Endurance and 
all the ship’s company are proud to be 
involved in this wav " 


Endurance returns from a particu¬ 
larly varied and busy deployment u* 
the Southern Ocean. 

Her main tasks included embark¬ 
ing an international inspecting team 
which conducted inspections under the 
Antarctic Treaty of research facilities 
Her Lynx helicopters also flew a 
geological field survey team from the 
British Antarctic Survey into joinville 
Isktnd, where they made observations 
and gathered data and samples. 

New survey equipment installed 


during her refit last year, in particular 
new echo sounders ami an upgraded 
navigation system, were fullv tested. 

In March Endurance went io the aid 
i»! a Canadian yacht which was in dam 
ger of running aground in gales after 
her propeller became fouled. 

In contrast, there was laughter alt 
round as the ship hosted children from 
the Casa Jimmy’s orphanage in Rio 
when the ship called in, and she also 
look pan in the L'S Navy Reel Week 
In Fort I juderdak’, Florida, 



• The Royal Marines boarding team from HMS Argyll set off on a patrol in the Northern Gulf 

Picture: LAlPHOT) Shaun Preston 


Argyll on guard al 
Iraq oil platforms 


HMS ARGYLL has been at the 
sharp end of the operation to protect 
Iraqi oil expons, guarding two vital 
platforms in the Northern Gulf. 

Tile Type 2 3 frigate took over from 
sister -hip HMS Marlborough at the 
end of March and headed straight into 
exercises with the Qatar Navy and her 
ftrvt patrol oft the coast of Iraq. 

The series of exercises virus hampered 
by poor weather, bur Argyll’s first foray 
north went ahead as planned, when 
the ship was in company with the t SS 
Ant let am, H MAS Darwin and six IS 


THE Pnnce of Wales has praised the 
efforts of sailors in the aftermath of 
the Boxing Day tsunami which caused 
devastation around Asia. 

France Charles took time out from 
his visit to HMS Chatham to thank 
crew for their relief mission along 
the devastated southern and eastern 
coasts of Sri Lanka, 

The heir to ihe throne spent a right 
aboard the Devonport-based Type 
22 frigate during his visit to Gallipoli, 
where Chatham sailors took parr in 
events commemorating the 90 m anni¬ 
versary of the ill-fated Allied landings 


Navy and Coast Guard patrol vessels. 

Working for an Australian 
Commodore - believed iu be the first 
lime an Australian hav taken command 
of a multinational force since florid War 
11 Argyll is charged with main laming 
a clear zone around the heavily-guarded 
Iraqi oil terminals in the Gulf. 

Between ihem the installations export 
around two million barrels of oil each 
day, accounting for 80 per cent of Iraq's 
oil revenue. 

Working in Defence Watches a 
heightened state of alert the ship sends 
boat and helicopter pairuis out to check 


on the peninsula. 

Pnnce Charles has recently visited 
Sn Lanka to see efforts to restore the 
country to normality. 

Sailors from Chatham were among 
the first rescuers on the scene in the 
town of Batlicaloa, repairing boats 
and restoring water and power sup¬ 
plies. 

“It was great to meet hts Royal 
Highness,” said WO Steve Price. “He 
was clearly impressed by our efforts 
and was interested in hearing about 
our clean-up operations and our nor¬ 
mal rotes on board. " 


shipping m the region; the terminals lie 
in valuable fishing grounds, which attract 
many fishing dhows from the Shan Al 
Arab waterway each day. 

Argyll's sea boat, which is linked to 
the ship through the Xeres communi¬ 
cations suite, can operate many mile* 
from the litigate, hunting tor smugglers 
or lust keeping vessels clear of the oil 
platforms 

Argyll's Logistics Department is hav¬ 
ing it.' pull out ,iDI the stops by preparing 
and delivering an extra 120 meals a day 
for personnel guarding the platforms a 
critical factor in morale on these austere 
installations. 

tanks with local forces were also 
high on the agenda Commodore 
Muhammed Jywad, Head of the Iraqi 
Navy, visited Argyll to sec the Navy at 
work, touring the ship and watching 
demonstrations 

The Iraqi Navy has also made a major 
advance in preparing to take responsibil¬ 
ity for the protection of the oil terminals 
by pushing out from their base at Imm 
Qasr and operating from the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary forward repair ship Diligence 
as a training exercise. 

At the end of her first patrol period 
the frigate stood down at Abu Dhabi 
for a three-day break, allowing the 
ship’s company to stretch their legs and 
soak up the atmosphere of the Middle 
East while the ship underwent routine 
upgrade^ and repairs. 


Chatham’s efforts win 
royal seal of approval 


Frigate 
returns 
from 
the Gulf 

TYPE 23 frigate HMS Marlbor¬ 
ough has returned from maritime 
security operations in the Arabian 
Gulf, 

The Portsmouth‘based w arship 
was away from home waters for 
six months, monitoring shipping 
for suspicious traffic movements 
and protecting oil platforms at the 
northern end of the Gulf 

While working with the 
American, Australian and 
Singapore navies, Marlborough 
conducted 45 boardings, lot heli¬ 
copter sorties and her small boats 
were sent out on 122 patrols. 

She was also closely involved in 
the rescue of 11 merchant seamen 
whose vessel, mv Hay dura, was 
reported to be sinking. 

The frigate's sea boat rescued 
the sailors from their life raft and 
took them back io Marlborough 
for food and to worm up 

The merchant vessel's cargo of 
cement had shifted, causing the 
ship to develop a serious list to 
port. 

But the following day the list 
was corrected and the crew was 
able to continue on their way. 

Other highlight of the deploy¬ 
ment included participation in the 
Kuwaiti St,iff Goliegc Sea Days, 
and taking part in exercises with 
the Bahraini Navy. 

She also undertook good¬ 
will port visits to { vpruv Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Crete and Spain 

1 L-r place has now been taken 
b> sister frigate HMS Argyll see 
/efts 

Rescue craft 
LR5 is refitted 

THE BRITISH submarine rescue 
vessel has completed a refit which 
will sec n continue for another 
quarter of as century. 

Ihe L f K Submarine Rescue 
System L‘ KSRS is based on the 
submersible I.R5, which lias had 
its glas ^reinforced plastic, com¬ 
mand module replaced bv a steel 
version. 

LR5 is Government-owned but 

contractor-operated, and is based 
at Renfrew , near Glasgow Airport, 
from where she is ready to deploy 
anyw here in the world at 12 hours 
notice to rescue submariners from 
a stricken boat. 

The refitted I R5 gets her first 
taste of action at the three-yearly 
exercise Sorbet Royal, which will 
he staged off Southern Italy, 



• Crew members from HMS Trafalgar with the sfr/p's cresf at the site of the 
former HMS Malabar in Bermuda 


Trafalgar’s graffiti 
could spell the end 


SUBMARINERS from HMS Trffal- 
gar have done their bit to maintain a 
tradition of Naval graffiti in Bermuda 
hut they could be the last to add 
a splash of colour to the walls of a 
former British dockyard. 

The 1-boat called in at Ireland 
Island, at the entrance to the Great 
Sound, the site or the old Naval dock- 
yard of HMS Malabar, where one wall 
and several structures on the jetty are 
covered in paintings of ships’ crests. 

Although originally a Royal Navy 
custom, the practice spread and many 
foreign crests also adorn the site. 

Blit it now seems that the naval ised 
comer of the North Atlantic island 
may disappear soon the area is due 


to be redeveloped later this year to 
serve the booming cruise liner mar¬ 
ket, and it looks likely that the dock¬ 
yard wall will he demolished as part 
of the scheme. 

So the submarine's crest could well 
be the lust one to be spruced up. 

The painting was done by 
Trafalgar's Ordnance Department, 
taking around six hours to complete 
essentially it was a restoration ot the 
crest painted on Trafalgar's previous 
visit in 19Q3 

1 Tic w ork w as undertaken h\ WO 
Kohi nson, OA Travers, (>A Griffin, 
PO Clements, LOM Johnson, OM 
Thompson, OM Connell, OM 
Cartwright and OM Manifold 
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NEW LOOK : W/Mam Sfuarf “s TBS7 pafrrt/ng of the Battle of Trafalgar (above) with William Btshop's corrected version (Top), 


Admirable 
speech by 
Admiral's 
spouse 


I Ni ■ I AND expects a hn from 
.in admiral's wife these days - and 
Sar.ih. spouse of the C-in-C Heel, 
ilul not disappoint the 1HG5 Club. 

Admiral Sir Jonathon Hand was 
due lo address the duh at their 
Great Chase Dinner on hoard 
} IMS Victory at Portsmouth. 

But at the eleventh hour he was 
struck down, not by a sniper's bul¬ 
let from up in the rifling but by an 
equally prostrating dose of serious 
tummy trouble. 

i'ormer schoolteacher lady 
Band took a quick look at his 
notes on Nelson's famous pursuit 
of the French and Spanish fleets 
across the Atlantic (see page 21 i 
and v;ud she would have a stab at it 
in his place. 

Her performance delighted 
the Ifttben and Admiral Band 
dew, j ibed il service aNwc and 
beyond the call of duty 

Would I ad\ Hamilton li ne 
dt me the same for Nelson* we 
asked him? 

'Maybe* maybe not," he replied. 

13icy did not enjoy the bonds of 
matrimony, you know 


Nelson 







The young Bill Bishop gazed at the Victorian 
painting of the Battle of Trafalgar that hung 
upon his grandfather's wall and imagined the 

action as the great sea battle took place. 

Decades later, as the professional artist William 
Bishop be has re-created the scene, using his 
detailed knowledge of the sea and the battle. 

The original, painted by renowned maritime art¬ 
ist William Stuart of Stepney in 1857, was present* 
ed to Bill's great grandfather James Bishop when 
he was Mayor of Southampton in 1884-85. 

Auctioneers Christie's in London desenbed the 
anginal as “the best Stuart they’d seen", 

Tb one of the big influences on why I started 
painting," said Bill. “I’ve always loved it." 

But over bis 25 year career as a professional 
artist on maritime themes. Bill’s work has featured 


the Battle of Trafalgar on a number of occasions, 
and it became clear that the Stuart painting 
- although stunning - was historically inaccurate. 

So as the anniversary of Trafalgar approached, 
Bill decided it was time to paint his own version of 
this family treasure¬ 
in honour of the bicentenary, a limited run of 
200 prints is available lo purchase, with £50 of the 
£295 pnee tag going to support the maritime char¬ 
ity, Seafarers UK (formerly KGFSJ, 

But if a copy is not enough, you can buy the 
original for an estimated guide pnee of £65,000 
although in this year of Nelson, don t be surprised 
if it goes higher. 

Find out more from www.bishcpmarir>eah<CQm 

or telephone 023 9248 3489. 


LOST: HMS IMPER1EUSE 

IN 1938 Castles Shipbreaking Company of Millbank London 
celebrated a hundred years of business - but their association 
with the Royal Navy as shipbuilderswent back to the late 1600's, 

By the nineteenth and early twentieth century they had 
moved into the other end of a vessel’s working life and be¬ 
come famous for the breaking up of the Wooden Walls of Old 
England, transforming the wood salvaged into garden furni¬ 
ture and firewood for London's ever growing population. 

The company head office in London was festooned with 
salvaged figureheads and other decorative features and one 
such carving was that from HMS IMPERIEUSE. This was the 
fourth vessel of the name in the Royal Navy, the first being 
captured from the French in 1793. The new vessel would be 
a 51 gun wooden steam fngate from the "Emerald" Class of 
1848. designed by £dye 8 Watts. 

Built in Deptford, London she was converted to screw 
while still on the stocks, being completed and launched on 
the 15th September 1852 as one of the first generation of 
British steam warships. 

Records show that the figurehead was carved hy a mem¬ 
ber of the famous Hellyer family of ship carvers working from 
a number of workshops in the London area throughout the 
nineteenth century, In 1 851 they sent in a quoted pnee of just 
£20, this was accepted and the carving was duty transported 
to the Dockyard at Deptford.' 

On the 18th March, 1854 she departed Spithead to head the 
Baltic squadron and towards the end of May, together with 
HMS DRAGON and HMS MAGICIENNE. she helped in the 
capture of the Russian brigantine ^Galliot Antoine", receiving 
pnze money for all the crew. She relumed to home waters 
in 1856 to proceed immediately with the Flying Squadron in 
time for the great Fleet Review on the 23rd April. 

From I860, serving as Flag Ship on the East Indies and 
China Stations, she helped in the capture of the Pei ho Forts, 
returning to the United Kingdom two years later. She was 
sold to Castle and Beech in March 1867 for breaking up at 
its Charlton Yard, 

This fine looking full-length female figurehead together 
with many others decorated both the Wood yard and Head 
Office Building at Millbank on the northern end of the Vau*- 
hail bridge until this entire area was lost during World War II. 
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Tyne tops 
up in first 
River-class 
tanker RAS 

SAILORS in ELMS Tyne have 
proved the capability of the River 
class by carrying out the first RAS 
involving the patrol ship. 

Tyne hooked Up with tanker 
RFA Orange leaf for a manoeuvre 
which is commonplace in much 
of the surface fleet, hut quite a 
challenge for the small fishery 
patrol ship. 

Most of Tyners time and that 
of sisters Mersey and Severn is 
spent acting alone on short hops 
ground European waters, so there 
is no need to conduct a replenish¬ 
ment at sea (RAS;. 

Hut the Navy demanded build¬ 
ers VT design the ships so that if 
necessary they could be topped up 
by a tanker on the high seas. 

I nlike larger destroyers and 
frigates which replenish alongside 
RKA vessels. Tyne came astern of 
Drang deaf. which muled her refuel¬ 
ling hose for her 

“We have crew in total that's 
about the si/e of a KAS learn on a 
3>pe A2 destroyer, ' explained Ll 
Hen Ransom. 

“Not surprisingly, the replenishing 
involved the whole ship's company. 
It was a realty good team effort." 

The replenishment ma¬ 
noeuvre was the high point 
of a week of exercises in¬ 
volving Tyne, her younger 
sister Mersey and the RFA 
tanker in the Channel off 
Plymouth. 

I he nature of lishery protection 
means ships operate independently, 
so every Six months two join an RFA 
for a 'squad exercise' to re-team the 
art of operaimg m a Nasal group 
Replenishing, live gunnery, fire¬ 
fighting drill, nuclear, biological and 
chemical warfare precautions, and 
winching exercises were all carried 
out by the group under the eyes 
of the Flag Officer Sea Training's 
1 v\ revivers' 




A FAMILIAR Naval acro¬ 
nym which has been around 
for 60 years is to be phased 
out as combat training 

moves on to a new level. 

The name JMC - Joint 
Maritime Course docs not 
now even come close to cov¬ 
ering the activities of ships, 
aircraft and land forces under 
the auspices of JMOTS, the 
Joint Maritime Operational 
Training Staff. 

JMCs were not truly joint, and 
were not solely maritime, and 
except for specific dements of the 
whole show, they were not courses. 

So as JMCs fade away by 
the end of the year, so Nep¬ 
tune Warrior takes up the 
mantle « and builds on the 
success of recent years, 

“We are moving with the rimes," 
said Capt Eric Fraser, Director of 
JMOTS, 

“We always were a joint organi¬ 
sation with the RAF, but it is much 
more so now instead of just 
looking at the maritime element, 
we are now looking at littoral and 
land operations, which means the 
Army is getting involved.'’ 

Capt Fraser said that the new 
Neptune Warrior is likely to 
become a framework for sever¬ 
al complementary exercises and 
training programmes, including 
pans of the Perisher (submarine 
commanders course), the uprated 
JMC and targeting and surveil¬ 
lance-type exercises. 

Newcomers will be welcomed 
into the fold, such as C-l 10s from 
the RAF, Army electronic war¬ 
fare Specialists and mortar troops. 
Army Apache and Lynx helicop- 


• Destroyer HMS York takes on stores in Portsmouth before salting for Neptune Warrior/JMC 052 and 
her subsequent deployment to toe Far East 


terx and Rapier missile systems. 

That wider invitation extends 
to allied nations the Americans 
often pitch up with a carrier battle 
group, hut this year for Neptune 
Warnor JMC 052 there will, in 
addition to two US Navy destroy¬ 
ers, he units fromTurkcy, Germany, 
the Netherlands, France, Norway 
and Australia, with aircraft carrier 
HMS Illustrious taking the lead. 

Filling the skies will be around 
70 aircraft. 

“We are also looking at new con¬ 
cepts aruf doctrines in war-fighting 
techniques, 1 * said Cap! Fraser. 

“Tilings like maritime strike 


concept, littoral manoeuvres with 
amphibious units, time-sensitive 
targeting, force protection and 
maritime interdiction operations 
(MIOPs), in addition to the tradi¬ 
tional anti-submarine, anti-surface, 
anti-mine and ami-air warfare. 

M Wc are expanding it out and 
changing, trying to attract a wider 
range of participants/' 

Neptune Warrior will still be 
run from the Maritime Operations 
Centre at Faslane, where the 
“incredibly efficient" core JMOTS 
staff of 19 will be boosted seven-fold 
to 140 or 150, mainly augmentees, 
at the height of the programme. 


“It is very much an evolution¬ 
ary process we are not trying 
to break the mould as JMC has 
been a great success. Vie are trying 
to adapt the course so that it can 
accommodate different ways of 
doing business,said Capt Fraser. 

“Wc train ships, aircraft and 
ground forces in advanced war- 
fighting techniques and procedures 
so that they can work together in a 
Naval, air and land task group. 

“One of our key roles is to facili¬ 
tate the advanced training of ships 
and aircraft of the Joint Rapid 
Reaction Force so that thev are 

W 

ready for operational deployment.” 


Neptune Warrior 


Destroyer 
heads 
north then 
far East 

DESTROYER I IMS York was due 
to leave Portsmouth at the end of 
May for exercises and a deploy¬ 
ment to the Far East. 

The [ype 42 warship will first 
head to Scottish waters to take 
part in Neptune Warrior JMC 1 052 
: see /eft), followed by five months 
touring the seas east of Suez. 

York will play a pivotal role in 
support of UK defence and diplo¬ 
macy' policy in the region. 

In addition to maintaining a vis¬ 
ible presence in the Indian Ocean, 
as pan of the UK's commitment 
to the global war on terrorism, 
HMS York will participate m the 
multi-national exercise Bersama 
lima off the coast of Malaysia as 
the UK's component of the Five 
Powers Defence Arrangement, 

She will also conduct several 
port visits in countries such as 
Cyprus, Singapore, Brunei, China, 
Hong Kong and India. 

She will also carry out a fol¬ 
low-up visit to Sri Lanka, 
which was devastated by 
the Boxing Day tsunami. 

Throughout the deployment 
HMS York will remain ready for 
immediate tasking at any time in 
response to world events. 

The ship's Operations Officer, 
Lt Cdr Nigel Lee, said: “The 
deploy meat is very much in the 
forefront of everybody's mind, but 
we have to navigate the obstacle of 
Neptune Warrior first. 

“The consolidation train¬ 
ing based off the West Coast of 
Scotland is an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity for the ship to build on 
her recent basic operational sea 
training, and we're looking for¬ 
ward to demonstrating the area 
air defence capabilities of a Type 
42 destroyer" 

HMS York veil! be accompanied 
throughout the deployment by 
RFA tanker Black Rover. 


"It's hard work, bul it’s also good 
fun because it's a break from the 
norm." said Tyne's Commanding 
Officer Lt Cdr Jim Lowther. 

■ lycie will he honoured with the 
freedom of the Borough of North 
Tyneside when she heads to the 
north-east this autumn. 

Hie ship is due to spend five days 
at Tynemouth, where ceremonies 
bestowing the civic honour upon the 
vessel coincide with Trafalgar 200 
commemorations. 

Sailors will be taking part in a 
Trafalgar March on October 23 
alongside Sea Cadets and soldiers, 
and a ceremony at the monument 
to Admiral Collingwood - the local 
Trafalgar hero in the North-East. 


Experts share ideas 


BOARD and Search experts from 
HMS Raleigh have paid a visit 
to their counterparts in America 
to see how the US Coast Guard 
trains its personnel for boarding 
operations. 

TheTbrpoim training establish¬ 
ment's Board and Search T raining 
Officer, Lt Peter Biggs, and WO 
Gary Smith spent a week at the 
US Coast Guard air station at 
Opalocka, near Miami in Florida, 
where they saw the closing stages 
of a 17-day course designed to 
train law enforcement teams in 
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boarding operations. 

Lt Biggs said: “The visit ena¬ 
bled us to establish a firm bond 
with our counterparts within the 
US Coast Guard and promote 
an awareness of the Royal Navy's 
board and search capabilities." 


Ocean put through her paces 


AMPHIBIOUS assault ship 
HMS Ocean has been put 
through her paces during an 
intensive training period off the 
South West coast of the UK. 


Chicoutimi verdict: Accident 

A CHAIN of unforeseen events has been blamed for the fires which crip¬ 
pled a Canadian submarine and led to die death of one of her officers, an 
official report has concluded. 

As bad weather loomed during her first voyage to Canada in October, 
vital repairs were being carried out to a hatch on the Chicoutimi in the 
Atlantic w r hen a freak wave sent seaw r aler pouring into the interior. 

That in turn started an electrical fire hours later in which I,t Chris 
Saunders was injured by smoke inhalation; he later died in hospital. 

The former HMS Upholder, one of four boats sold to Canada, was 
towed back to F'asLmc after the incident, and later sealifted to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, where she is now undergoing repairs, 


The seven-day exercise 
tested Royal Marines from 42 
Commando and 539 Assault 
Squadron, and included a 
number of simulated raids 
against land targets - including 
a radar site at RAF Portreath 
and a simulated terrorist train¬ 
ing camp in the Braunton area 
of North Devon. 

Also taking part in the exer¬ 
cises was Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
Landing Ship Logistic Sir 
Galahad, and a tailored air group 
(TAG) of six helicopters. 

The last time the 22,000-ton 
Ocean, technically a helicop¬ 
ter carrier, went through such 


an intensive training period was 
two years ago. 

But realistic amphibious exer¬ 
cises such as this are seen as 
essential by the Royal Navy to 
ensure that ships, landing forc¬ 
es and aircraft are ready to carry 
out operations in support of a 
wide range of UK military tasks. 

The training was carried out 
by staff of Flag Officer Sea 
Training which, like Ocean, is 
based in Dev on port, 

POST Is responsible for train¬ 
ing all Royal Navy and RFA 
ships and submarines as well as 
an increasing number of ships 
from NATO and non-NATO allied 
countries. 


Coalition ships rescue capsize victims 


A COALITION task group m the 
Middle East, under the command 
of the Royal Navy, ha% saved al¬ 
most 1 00 people from drowning 
after their overcrowded boat cap¬ 
sized . 

The task force, CTF 150, has 
a fluctuating membership, and is 
currently configured with six ships 
from the United States, Pakistan, 
France and Germany. 

Type 21 frigate HMS Argyll was 
a recent addition to the group, but 
has since headed north for patrols 
in the Gull itself (506 page 2 J. 

last month the Task Force, 
coin matided by ( 'o mm t >d ore * I ony 
Rix RN and operating around the 
Horn of Africa and south of the 
Saudi Arabian peninsula, inter¬ 
cepted a boat leaving Somalia. 

The boat, believed to have been 
ferrying illegal migrants, capsized, 
pitching more than 100 people 
into the sea. 

Two US patrol boats and a 
German frigate were close by 
and hauled most of them from 
the water, although they could 
not prevent five of the passengers 
from drowning. 

More routinely, the group gath¬ 
ers information from local fisher¬ 
men and traders, identifying sus.- 



• American Cyclone- class coastal pat rot ship USS Firebott stands by to heip the survivors of the cap¬ 
sized Somali boat out of the water 


picious activities as well as normal 
patterns of traffic, which is passed 
back to the centre of the group's 
operations in Bahrain, 

A UK-led intelligence unit 
processes the information, which 
may prove of value to the coali¬ 
tion ships involved in Operation 
Enduring Freedom, the campaign 
against international terrorism. 


The task force is run by a 
team of 21 officers and sailors 
in Bahrain, based around a core 
from the Maritime Battle Staff at 
Whale Island, Ports mouth. 

“TTiere is no doubt that the pro¬ 
fessionalism and dedication of the 
young men and women assigned 
to me has enabled our team to 
produce results/ 1 said Cdre Rix. 


u Wc are contributing much to 
the Coalition end-game of a stable 
and secure environment* 

“However, we are not compla¬ 
cent it is a large area, and we 
can’t be everywhere at once*" 
Cdre Rix and Ills team will leave 
ih eir Bahrain operations room and 
return to the UK towards the end 
of the summer. 
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• Between a rocJt and a, er. Jong drop; A spot of 
Bavarian rock climbing 


• Pick of the day: A Roy a! 
makes his way up the Pitz* 
tat Glacier in Austria 


FRESH from a particularly icy slog through the Scottish Highlands 
[Navy News, April 2005)* Juliet Company 42 Commando 
decided more snow was just what the doctor ordered. 
Around 60 Royals clambered on to a bus for the 
18-hour coach journey from their base near Plymouth 
to Germany’s Harz mountains to raise the level of the 
company to 'above average skiers' 

Led by instructors Sgts Richie Lake, Liam Dowthwaite 
and Paul Christiansen and CpI Cowe, the green berets 
were quickly separated into four distinct groups 
before being put through their paces' 


1 - Yes, really I have been to Norway 

2 - I’ve been on a civvy ski holiday with my dad 

3 - t can fit my skis and walk 

4 - I can t even fit into my bindings. 

Allocated their respective groups, the 42 Cdo 
boys trotted off to Branlage - or ’Brown Larger* 
as it was dubbed - near Brocken, where they 
drew a few puzzled looks from locals as they 
made their way to the top of the slope. 

Training was split into two five-day sessions, 
beginning with the basics such as side-stepping 
and herring boning on day one to free practice 
runs by the end of the week. 

“An awful lot of tree-dodging occurred and 
the term “stay as a group' changed into sur¬ 
vival of the fittest," said CpI Cowe as the 
skiers moved off-piste on to perfect 
powder snow once their skills were up 
to scratch* 

M tn all, we achieved our aims - all the 
novices could control themselves and 
ski to the level required for movement in 
Arctic conditions, 

“Having this opportunity is very rare, 
and J Company should now have a good 
head start for next year’s winter deploy¬ 
ment'* 


AFTER wilting in the sands 
of Iraq or California’s 
Mojave desert, and shiv¬ 
ering in the snows of the 
Norwegian Arctic Circle, 
what better way to unwind 
than a break with your 
mates in Europe? 

A bk of sightseeing, stunning 
scenery* ihc odd wet , climbing 
up the Witch's Cauldron with ice 
I'nk'v and crampons*,. 

One m 12 Royal Marines 
headed to the Alps for Exercise 
Havanan l-est, adventurous train¬ 
ing for the green berets spread 
over nine weeks, tertfej % Scott 
Mills, ? ( li if fs ma ndi j / irigodt. 

TJie 21st century has so far 
been extremely demanding for 
the Royals with operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and exer- 
k ises around the globe. 

RM leaders decided a break 
hum the norm would be ideal to 
help the esprit dc corps and broad¬ 
en the skill base of 150 green 
he rets. 

Ice climbing, kayaking, ski¬ 
ing, mountain biking and rock 
climbing were all lined up for the 
commandos* who were accom¬ 
modated hi the Bavarian village of 
Hmdclang near Sonthofifen. 

I "he backdrop for Bavarian best 
was mountains rising to 3,500m, 
glaciers and steep valleys. 

Ice climbing was arranged on 
the Pit/tal Glacier across the 
Austrian border in an area known 
*in the Witch's Cauldron. 

Although the Royals regularly 
head U i Norwas for Arctic warfare 
training, generally ice climbing is 
not part of the package. 

"Ice climbing is an activity that 
very few marines have previously 
done " explained C Kgt Haul Farr* 
the exercises* chief instructor 

"As one person climbs us¬ 
ing ice axes and crampons, 
another belays him, effec¬ 
tively holding his life in his 
hands. The trust element is 
total," 

Another sport not practised 
regularly is k.o.ikmg; recruits at 
I.vinpstonc are shown haste kayak 
strokes and manoeuvres. 

An Alpine lake was used for 
instruction before the Royals 
moved on to the white water'- of 
the River Illcr 

Once dried off, the Royals hit 
the mountain paths on bikes 


again not a typical RM activity in 
the field, although the personal 
strength and motivation needed to 
steer a cycle around the obstacles 
on a specially-designed course 
with numerous climbs and steep 
drops equates (so we're told) to 
a yomp- 

Skiing at Nebelhorn and rock 
climbing at Vils in Austria com¬ 
pleted the varied package. “It 
looked so easy on TV, but 1 was 
wrong,” said Mne Ten net, expe¬ 
riencing skiing for the first time. 
“With perseverance I picked it up 
soon enough. Eve been to some 
fantastic places and made some 
great mates along the way to 
be honest l can't imagine a more 
exciting life," 

Cpl Russell Becks added: 4 *The 
Royal Marines pride themselves 
on being able to operate in any 
conditions, from Arctic to jungle, 
desert to mountains. To achieve 
this, we need to train all over the 
world to maintain our skills.” 

If it all seems like a jolly holiday 
for the Marines, then it has a seri¬ 
ous side. Bavarian Fest bolsters 
morale, strengthens corps bonds, 
widens the knowledge and skills ©f 
marines and provides u welcome 
break from the front-line duties. 

The exercise was the brainchild 
of Capt Haul Gellender and C 
Sgt Stan Bloomer who promote 
adventurous training in the corps. 

“Many were under the wrong 
impression that it was going to 
be some form of military exercise 
along the same line as mountain 
training," said Capt Gellender. 

“Our aim was to expose novices 
in adventurous training to allow 
them to experience it for them¬ 
selves. Bavaria made the job easy 




• That sinking feeling 
manouevring in the kayak 


the scenery, weather and spec¬ 
trum of activities have allowed 
us to offer anyone a challenging 
but enjoyable time.The only criti¬ 
cism was that the days went too 
quickly." 

■ Details about further RM 
adventurous training from L'apt 
Gellender on f n832 557H or CJ 
Sgt Bloomer on { M7S5 12*2. 


Pictures: PO(Phot) Sean Clee, 3 Commando Brigade 


iding Royal 
$s Bavarian 












Home is where the 


are 


Men and women in the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines serve their country, often at times of 
national crisis and danger: the RNBT exists to 
serve them and their families at times of need. 
Please help us to help them. 


We depend on individual contributions to support our work. 
Please help us by sending a donation to the address below, 
or contact us for advice on legacies and other ways in which 
you can help by visiting our website at www.rnbt.org.uk 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

LX-* StPrORUVr, TBI RVET t wim 


Castaway House T: 023 9263 0112 

311 Twyford Avenue F: 023 9266 0852 
Portsmouth £: rnbt§ rnbt.org.uk 

P02 8RN www.mbt-Org.uk 
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Pension 

pointers 

I1 11- ARTICl I carried in your 
.April issue about Ihc new Armed 
Forces Pension Scheme was one 
of the best 1 have seen on this 
complicated topic. 

hat it could not do, of course, 
was to help people understand 
how the changes will impact on 
them personally. 

I hc old and new schemes both 
base tJicir strengths and weak¬ 
nesses and for many people the 
choice will not he straightforward. 
I here is also no onc-size-fits-al! 
solution as individuual circum¬ 
stances are so different. 

the f orces Pension Society is 
very well informed on all these 
issues and can help Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines personnel of 
all ranks if they wish to take up 
our services. 

We also offer a very valuable 
advice service for retired peo¬ 
ple which is in great demand. 

t'dre M. D. Macpherxon, 
Forces Pension Society, 68 South 
I anibcth Rd, Vauxhall, London 
SWH 1 Rl 



I AM writing after attending the Second Sea Lord presentation winch I found both 
informative and enlightening on the future treatment of members of the RN within the 
Fleet, 


Faulty 

torpedoes 

1 WAS interested to read about 
the pub named after C'dr tubby 
1 inton ( April issue). 

I saw hint a number of times 
when I was an 1 R \ .it the subma¬ 
rine base Medway 2 at Beirut tn 
PM 2-43. 

I well remember the day the 
IurIndent returned from a patrol 
and Tubby came muring in 
through the workshop, mad as hell 
due to having missed with all his 
torpedoes. 

I lie problem was the American 
steering gyroscopes - one l w as 
shown had a broken drill stuck into 
it and about 21 h i were returned to 
the Slates. H. Jenkins, \ieforia, 
British Columbia. Canada 


Unfortunately however. 1 am 
one of the growing number of 
RN personnel who fall under 
the In-Service umbrella* and l 
was dismayed to discover that, 
seeing as the hierarchy at my 
place of duty are Army* I must 
adapt to Army doctrine* 

The Royal Navy clement at 
JSSl (Cyprus) amounts to onlv 14 
officers and ratings and my section 
is a very small component of JSSl 
(Cyprus). I felt that the working 
practice that 1 fell under impinged 
upon 2SL's Personnel Function 
Standards and 1 attempted to air 
this view at the presentation, onlv 
to be informed that because of the 
Tri-Service nature of my establish¬ 
ment and because the Anns was in 


However, because 1 am being 
employed outside the Meet envi¬ 
ronment I have to adapt and 
attempt to understand working 
practices that are completely alien 
to me. 

I I had wanted to join the Army 
I would have taken tnat decision al 
the recruitment office, not had it 
taken for me seven years into my 
Naval career. 

IFF Service working needs to he 
brought in. especially in the con¬ 
text of an ever decreasing defence 
budget and in mans branches such 
as mine, generic training can be 
given to all Services. 

1 just feet that somewhere along 
the line the way this affects the 
individual on a personal level 
needs to be addressed, whether it 


prescribed standards 

Should an individual believe 
lhat they are being employed in a 
manner that regularly contravenes 
the TftcoS laid down within the 
ITS document they' can make a 
representation through their chain 
of command. 

Tri-Service establishments will 
be managed in the style of the lead 
Service, hut it is worth pointing out 
that all the Services control estab¬ 
lishments are manned by person¬ 
nel from across the MOD. 

In many areas our standards rep¬ 
resent best practice and within the 
limits of operational requirements 
all our people should enjoy the 
standards decreed by the Second 
Sea Lord. 


Two years in 
Marines paved 
way to career 

with Police 


REF ‘Conscripts who stayed at home and letters in the April 
issue, no one has mentioned the Koval Marines. 

dr 


I was conscripted in November 
1952 .it ihc age of 21, after com¬ 


pleting a five-year apprenticeship 
in the building trade. 

At my interview 1 was given 
the opportunity to join the R<«yal 
Marines and duly arrived at 
Lympsione on the 17th. 

There were 41 in our squad and 
although the training was hard we 
were never abused. 

The sergeants and corporals 
were strict hut fair. At the end of 
training in February 1953 we were 
divided up in to Sea Service or 
Commando Brigade, I w as selected 
for Sea Service and sent to Last (ley 
(or gunnery training. 

While at Eastney I was part 
of a National Service Guard for 
a Trooping the Colour ceremony 
and was also sent to London as 
street lining for Queen Mary's 
funeral. 

t was then drafted to 
HMS Illustrious where we were 
part of the Coronation Fleet 
Review* We were Trials and 
1 rain mg carrier for NATO where 
we >,iw many spectacular land¬ 
ings, mostly Sea Furies w hich after 
crashing into the barrier net were 
dropped over the side. 

we had a lot of sea time and 
visited many ports in the I k and 
also visited tne Channel Islands, 
France and Norway. 

1 enjoyed my two years and con¬ 
sider it gave me a good start to 
my next career of 30 years in the 
Police Service. R. G. Lawrence, 
Mclksham. Wilts 


memorial 

UNLIKE many RN warships 
during World War 11 1IM submarine 
Thames was never adopted bv any 
town or city. She wass to>1 with all 
hands while on her first war patrol 
and there is no known memorial 
to her. 

Hie circumstances of her hiss 
are vague. She is recorded as 
■probably mined 1 but there is also 
a theory that she may have been 
lost while attacking the German 
battle cruiser (incise nan. 

We. the members of the London 
branch of the Submariners 


Association, have recently adapted 
HMS Thames and plan to eonmus 
sion a plaque to he sited in a place 
of worship in the Gtv of London 
close by the River Thames later 
this year. 

We would be very grateful if an\ 
of your readers who have anv in I or- 
matioci at all about 11 MS rhames 
were to get in contact with us, 
especially if they have any knowl¬ 
edge of a memorial to the subma¬ 
rine. - I. Tyson. Desdemona* Fel 
Pie Island, Twickenham, 


Pull the 
other 
one... 

I AM researching 
what are often known 
as apprentice tricks, 
workplace windups or 
gofers. 

They usually involved 
sending the apprentice/ 
cadet off for things like 
the left-handed ham- 
m er/s c re wd river, can 
of tartan paint, pots for 
the spot welder etc. 

1 have a number of 
specifically marine 
wind-ups such as the 
extremely rare ship's 
foghorn tuning pipe 
illustrated here and 
my aim is to compile a 
book of these things. 

If any RN personnel 
have any good exam¬ 
ples ! haven't heard 
of* I will send them a 
tin of Abercrombie's 
Excellent Dehydrated 
Water Pills (just 
add alcohol). - M, 
Thomson, 45 Gulfview 
Rd, Blackwood, South 
Australia, Australia 
5051 



Laffers to the Editor 
should 

always he accompanied 
by the correspondent's 
name and address * not 
nrzcess-anly for publictaion. 
email correspondents are 
also requested fo provide 


Ihc ascendancy l basically 'dipped 
out k . 

E find this situation both depress 
mg on a personal level but also a 
vul endidment of the In-Service 
ethos, 

1 acknowledge that the wav the 
Navy treats its personnel is differ¬ 
ent to that of the other Services, 
and in my view far more forward 
thinking and enlightened. 


q - Navy News 

NO. 611 
52nd year 

Editorial & Business address: 
Leviathan Block, 

HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, 

Hants. POI 3HH 

Editor: Jim AMaway 
Deputy Editor: Mike Gray 
Assistant Editors: 

Helen Craven. Richard Hargreaves 
Business Manager: Lisa Taw 


Editorial Lines.. 

Telephone: 023 9229 4228 
Telephone: 023 9272 41 S3 

(Mil 24163) 

Telephone: 023 9272 4194 

(Mil 24194) 

Fax: 023 9283 8845 
entail: edit'^navynews co.uk 



Switchboard: 023 9282 6040 


Accounts: 023 9272 0686 
Distribution: 023 9272 5136 
Adv: 023 9272 5062 / 9282 6040 
023 9272 4226 / 9275 6951 
Subscriptions: 023 9273 4448 

email r\jjr> .cnp&ooS’^ri^vYrh^^ (X> gk 

Fax: 023 9283 0149 
email: enquiries^'navynews co ufc 

web: www, navynews.co.uk 


be in the farm of :i Tri Service set 
of iVrsonnl Function Standards or 
some other wav. 

1 have thoroughly enjoyed my 
lime in the RN, but with more and 
more Tri Service establishments 
and working practices being cre¬ 
ated and with more often than 
not an Army hierarchy in place 
due to them being the largest of 
the Services with the most bil¬ 
lets, I find myself looking on mv 
remaining years in the Service with 
apprehension. PGCT C, Hall* 
JSSU (Cyprus). 

Director of Naval Life 
Management Cdre Paul Docherty 
replies: 

A set of Fersonnel Functional 
Standards has been developed to 
ensure that essential Terms and 
Conditions of Service (T&CoS) 
apply to all Naval personnel* wher¬ 
ever they serve, including in Tri- 
Scrvicc. other service* or MUD 
units. 

Agreements have been negotiat¬ 
ed between 2SI. and other Service 
and Joint commands to ensure all 
Naval personnel benefit, no mai¬ 
ler where they are serving, and 
all establishments with Naval per¬ 
sonnel on their staff arc required 
to report if they do not meet the 


























































































300 men could man the falls 
either side and at *hoist away' 
up came the propeller. 

As the lifting frame rose clear 
of the water its pawls engaged 
in vertical racks within the well 
untit the propeller was nght up, 
when a hand was sent down 
the ladder inside the well to 
sect/re the plate locking the 
propeller in position , To pre¬ 
vent the funnels from tnterfenng 
with wind pressure on the tower 
sails* the complimentary evolu¬ 
tion was to lower the funnels 


to just above upper deck level 
A system of chain hoists driv¬ 
en through manually operated 
worm and worm-wheel geanng 
was invented by a Mr Taphn 
‘Up funnel - down screw r was 
earned out in reverse order. 

Warrior also carried a spare 
propeller blade which could be 
fitted m event of damage. 

The illustrations are taken 
from The immortal Warrior 
by the late Capt John Wells 
iKenneth Mason 1987). - Ed 


HACK in 1941, Roll Home 
and I were home on short 
leave from Devon port Signal 
School when Bob's mother 
suggested he should viisi old 
Mr** Green ham, a local mid* 
wife who had brought Boh 
and his four brothers into the 
world. 

He had a nice chat with The old 
lady who suggested he meet her 
brother, an ex Jaunty of some U5 
summers who was flaked out in 
a deckchair sunning himself tn 
the garden* 

Fnc old chap peered short¬ 
sightedly at Bob and then rapped 
OUl "What branch are von in, 
hoy?" 

"Sienalv visual signals," said 
Bob. 

“Visual signals my khyber 
Pass, snapped the stroppy nona¬ 
genarian, 4 You mean you re a 
Hunting losser Alright, my bos 
what v the flag hoist for ‘frown 
funnel, up screws*?** 


‘Down funnel 
-up screws’ 


Waves need to be 
seen to be believe 


I Rl AD the letler from G. Cooper ‘Ms Argon, tin hit h\ IW tsunami?' {April issue I with relish and checked 
rm Argonaut commission book to confirm that G. Cooper (MKJ1| of 11 mess) was there at the s.anie time 1 

fhe reason? I remember clearly such a wave but could 
never remember on which ship or where until I read the 
letter. 

So I can onh presume it was the same wave as \ cannot 
remember seeing such a mountain of water at any other 
time. 

1 often regale, or bore, my children and now grandchil¬ 
dren with sea stones* one being 1 his mountain of water I 
witnessed. I recall quite vividly standing on the bridge and 
looking up to see this huge wave hovering above me* for 
wliai seemed like an eternity, hundreds of tons of water then 
suddenly crashing down upon the diip - >t was awe inspiring 
to witness the pure ferocity, violence and cogent power of 
Neptune. 

However, whenever I retell this story l see that glazed 
look of disbelief* 

Now, thanks lo G. Cooper of Burton upon Trent, l shall 
recount that wave story with renewed vigour, keeping 
n [son rny person I hat letter to substantiate what cannot be 
denied. 

1 counted the number of times the ship ‘bounced she 
fell into the 1 rough, because rumour had it she would break 
he* back on the third or fourth. Any truth in this? Or was 
that tremulous grip on my Life jacket all for naught? - P- 
Cunie, i o\entry 


FLASHBACK: in October 1962 we earned a dra¬ 
matic photo of a *watl of granite' wave bearing down on 
HMS Apollo Waves up to 60ft high caused cracks in the 
Leander-Class frigate which spilled water into the Naafr 
‘completely reflavouring the Mars bars' 


Quite fight - spot on. in fact 
HMS Warrior the 1861 ironclad 
preserved at Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard, was fitted with an 
experimental bronze 26-ton 
screw propeller. 7b reduce drag 
on the ship when tinder sail this 
could be lifted out of the wafer 
through an efiptical well in the 
stem. 

When ready the propeller 
was brought to the dockside, 
fitted into a banjo lifting frame, 
hoisted by crane and lowered 
into the screw well so that the 
tongue tn the foremost jour 
naf of the propeller fitted into 
the corresponding slot in the 
aftermost flange of the propeller 
shaft known as a cheesehead* 

As soon as the Wamor was 
committed to pure sailing, two 
evolutions had to be earned 
out simultaneously. To hoist the 
propeller » a pair of sheerfegs 
was ngged to straddle the well 
and two double hemp pendants 
were shackled, one end to the 
lifting frame, the other leading 
to the head of the sheerlegs 
and down to the upper deck 
on to a fourfold purchase, its 
hauling part taken forward on 
either side 

The ship was then hove to, 
and the propeller shaft turned 
by hand until the propeller was 
exactly vertical to enable the 
cheese coupling r to disengage 
Lower deck was cleared so that 


1 L>pp«niedi 

2 Mrtidock 

3 Lmvwdecfr 

4 Sl*m tub* with 
lignum irft** bearings 

5 Propeller 

6 Rudder 

7 ilanfa lifting frame 

0 Rad to *ng*g« ratchet 
9 Rudder poet 

10 Ac«* I udder 

11 Sheer leg* 

12 V inch hemp pendent 

13 Ifteceri lot stem 110 pdr 

14 Hammock netting 


"Veteran 11 defines anyone who has served in the Regular or Reserve 
Forces - whether for 2 or 25 years - no matter what your age. So 
are you a Veteran? 


For more information visit our website or call 01473 652661. Alternatively wrrte to 
British Veterans. FREEPOST NAT15489, Ipswich IP7 5BR. 


k *Eb?" exclaimed Bob. “Down 
funnel, up screws?” He h*id a 
momentary flash u could be some 
sort of sexual perv ersion, 

"‘Yes, yes!" said the testy old 
Jaunty, “You can’t rig the bloody 
sails before the funnel s down, 
can you?” 

when he returned to Signal 
School, Impregnable Devonport T 
he asked a Chief Yeoman about 
the old Jaunty's flag hoist. 


Evidently, in the transitional 
period between sail and steam 
there were these hybrid ships, 
Fhe ‘up strews operation was 
the raising of the screws into a 
channel in the hull to reduce drag 
while under sail. 

So if t he old Jaunty was horn in 
lS4b and at sea viy in ISM, that 
would he about the right time for 
‘Down funnel, up screws - M. 
Cross, Bristol, 


1 FunfMi 


10 Ouyctucin 


The British Veterans Recognition Card supports 
all Ex-Servicemen and Women by providing an 
identity Card to acknowledge your military 
service and provide access to a unique range of 
discounts and savings. 

We approach a growing number of Partners who 
recognise what it means to be a Veteran and 
negotiate discounts on products and services 
that benefit cardholders. Deals which give real 
value by cutting holiday costs by up to 50% and 
save families of four over £18 at Alton Towers. 


Simon Oevtd 


SPECIMEN 


Visit us at the International 
Festival of the Sea in Portsmouth: 
30th June * 3rd July 2005 
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Royal Navy & Royal Marines 

Children's Fund 


Kcpitcrrd l hariiy Nu. 10“SO 1 S 

PATRON* hi-:r majlttythe queen 


1 he RN & RM Childrens is a National Charity 
based in Portsmouth. We care for children 
of men and women who have served or arc 
serving in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. 


Origirulh set up as an orphanage, 
v.c mm children with a wide 

r*mgr of needs and ,u times of 
family crisis. 

Applications can he made at any 
umc those seeking jwUtjnce 
sail ioniiLi the (i m ee d iicct for .in 
.ipplk .ition forrn;- 


Monique Bateman 

or ljmrcnc Smith 

RN & KM Child™ f und 

311 lwvfpn;| Avenue 

* 

Portsmouth 
P02 8RN 

Telephone; 023 9263 9534 

Fax: 023 926? 7574 

Email: rn chi Id rent- btconncct.com 




British Limbless Ex-Service 
Men’s Association 
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Long road to Spain 


TAKING THE theme of Trafalgar 200 to their 
hearts* 12 cyclists from 847 Squadron at RNAS 
Yeovilton will be making Nelson proud. 

The team have set out to cycle the 1,350 
miles from HM3 Victory in Portsmouth to Point 
Trafalgar in southern Spain in just two weeks. 

Organiser Capt Tim Gray RM said: “This mam¬ 
moth cycle ride promises to be highly challeng¬ 
ing both physically arid mentally and we hope 
will raise in excess of £50,000 for our chosen 
good causes, 

“It is one way that 847 NAS is trying to help put 
something back into our local community/' 

Four charities will benefit from the hard work 
and the tired legs of the Commando Helicopter 


Force cyclists: the Over the Wall Gang - assisting 
children and their families affected by terminal 
disease; the Lydia Cross Fund - raising money 
for a three-year-old girl who lost both her legs to 
meningitis; Seafarers UK - oaring for seafarers 
and their dependants; and a Spanish Naval char¬ 
ity based in Cadiz, 

The team will average 150 miles per day. 
crossing the English Channel, cycling across 
France and the high passes of the Pyrenees and 
Spain before arriving at Point Trafalgar - weary 
but triumphant* 

Anyone wishing to support this long-distance 
effort should visit www justgiving.com and select 
the title 'Herculean Challenge* 




NOW IT’S a well-known 
fact among people in the 
Navy that Newcastle is 
a tempting visir } hut for 
a team of six instructors 
from HMS Sultan the lure 
of the north-east was cen¬ 
tred around hard work and 
good deeds. 

The six from the Air 
Engineering School Daedalus 
ji HMS Sultan journeyed 
up country to build a sen- 
sory garden for the Northern 
Counties School in Newcastle 
upon Tyne* 

An initial call fur help from 
the north-east’s deaf school had 
involved :i rough plan and meas¬ 
urements of ten paces by nine 
paces. CPU Mark Veitch said: 
"When wc pot there, ii was huge! 
There was loads of work to he 
done" 

I “he team set io with a will , and 
just four days later the schoolchil¬ 
dren could explore a sensory gar 
den, full of different textures and 


sensations from crunchy gravel 
to hnbhly bamboo, from a pebbled 
circle to ;i specially-created Naval 
anchor. 

With a plaque set in pride of 
place at the heart of the garden, 
the HMS Sultan Scmurv Garden 


took shape. Amanda Ross of the 
school said: “Having been given 
only approximate measurements 
and a very rough draft of the 
design they did a fantastic joh of 
transposing the ideas and making 
the dream a reality/’ 


• In amongst the concrete and paving slabs can bo spied (in no par¬ 
ticular order): CPOs Marie Veiled, Paul Lees t Mark WeatheralK Lee 
Norton , Mick Maloney and former CPO Dave McLeod 


Albion 
cares for 


Claire 


s > 


• The HMS Sultan Sensory Garden. complete with piaque and Naval 
anchor zi well as textured paving and ground work 


Marathon 

inspires 

runners 

AGED 1 b WO Dave Seholey of 
the Com ms Warfare Training Unit 
decided it was time to do some¬ 
thing for those less fortunate than 
himself, 

.So he set himself the tough task 
to tackle his first marathon* com¬ 
pleting the London marathon this 
vear, li> raise more than, £1,100 
for Seafarers UK* 

Rounding the pavement for 
five days a week throughout his 
training regime, Dave netted the 
respectable time of 1 hours 22 
minutes. 

Naval man Peter Chtlcot! also 
pushed himself to the limit lu raise 
money for Macmillan Cancer 
Relief. 

Peter said: ‘"Completing the 
course and all the training involved 
before the event wasn T t easy but 
it was made that bit easier know¬ 
ing that every step was helping 
Macmillan.” 


Pedal for Pickle 

ANYONE in the Navy look¬ 
ing to help a maritime charity 
should consider taking part in 
the Pickle Challenge, pedalling 
from Falmouth to London on 
behalf of Seafarers UK (formerly 
KGFSJ* The normal entry fee 
of £100 has been waived for 
Royal Navy teams, with a trophy 
promised to whichever RN team 
raises the highest amount of 
sponsorship. Find out more on 
www.seaf aiers-uk^or^'prtcide. 


A CHFERFUI chatter over a gin 
and tonic turned out to be the 
start of something big ai Britannia 
Royal Naval College. 

As the nation went wild over the 
entertainment of BBC’s Strictly 
Come Dancing, the notion was 
born that perhaps they could du 
the same right there¬ 
in short shrift, nine couples 
had donned their dancing pumps 
and were ready to rhumba to the 
melodious tunes of the RM Band 
at Dartmouth. 

Over 400 people turned out to 


THE HARD work of the ship’s 
company of HMS Albion has 
produced £1,000 for the Claire 
House Hospice in Chester. The 
charity supports terminally ill chil¬ 
dren and has urgent need for the 
funds, as it begins a programme of 
rebuilding to provide an extra four 
beds. 

Cdrjim Lines, the assault ship’s 
Logistics Officer, said: “Wc have 
strong links with Chester as our 
affiliated city, but Claire House 
has a special place in our hearts 
for the fantastic work they do* 

“The ship’s company have lift¬ 
ed weights, held fetes and roared 
across Honda on motorbikes to 
raise ihe money, and it is marvel¬ 
lous to see it go to a good cause.” 

links between hospice and war¬ 
ship will he further strengthened 
in late spring when a team from 
the ship will be donning gardening 
gloves and Wellington boots, for 
horticulture work m the gardens* 


support one of the biggest whole 
college charity events at BKNC in 
recent years, netting over £1,500 
for the college’s nominated chan¬ 
ties. 

T rue to TV form, the judges' 
comments won cheers and brick¬ 
bats from their attending audi¬ 
ence* 

Winners MAA Ian Gritt and 
UPO Administrator Rachel AirJie 
displayed an unexpected talent, 
and won over their audience in the 
guise of John Travolta and Olivia 
Newton-John. 


BRNC takes to the dancefloor! 


News in brief 


■ A TEMPORARY home for 
the Rainbow Centre in Fareham 
was made safer for the scheme's 
children when sailors from HMS 
Excellent grabbed hammers and 
nails to put up a wooden fence 
around the children's garden and 
playground. 

Since September last year the 
unit, that helps children with cere¬ 
bral palsy overcome their diflicuL 
ties* has been temporarily located 
in Cams Hill School and is m the 
process of raising money for a new 
purpose built unit. 

TTie enclosed garden means that 
the children will be able to enjoy 
playgroup sessions and mealtimes 
safely outside throughout the sun¬ 
shine of the summer. 

■ A FOOTBALL match between 
West Ham United and Coventry 
City was sprinkled with a touch 
of Naval blue when 12 sailors 
from RNAS CuJdrose in Cornwall 
patrolled West Ham’s London 
stadium in full uniform and 
armed with collecting buckets to 
gather money for the Royal Star 
and Garter Homo for disabled 
ex-Service men and women. 

Three residents from the home 
helped their serving counter¬ 
parts in their collecting duties, 
and in total the generous- 
spirited football fans contributed 
£1,156 for the Service home. 

Organiser PO Jan Lambert 
said: “After helping us with the 
fundraising activities, the resi¬ 
dents moved to the privacy of 
the box and the sheltered bal¬ 
cony provided a groat view of 
the match.” 

■ THE END of World War II was 
commemorated with a big concert 
□t Guildford Cathedral on May fi. 

Military charities Royal British 
Legion, SSAFA Forces Help and 
the Army Benevolent Fund ben¬ 
efited from the evening event that 
featured the Fanfare Team of the 
Royal Military School of Music, 
the Band of the Army Air Corps, 
Pipe Major Roger Httth, the 
Surrey Mozart Players and Surrey 
Occasional Choir. 

■ PEOPLE silling quietly in 
their offices on Whale Island 
were somewhat surprised when 
a madcap team burst through 
their doorways demanding pen¬ 
ance for a lack of red on their 
clothing - only Naval doctors 
would have been safe. Tolls col¬ 
lected added up to an additional 
£754.06 for tho RN’s Red Nose 
Day efforts* 

■ A BUSY day of bag packing in a 
north Portsmouth AS DA store by 
Regulating trainees netted £1,000 
for service charity the RN and RM 
Children s Fund* 

A team of 12 from Initial 
Regulating Qualifying Course 10 
filled people’s shopping bags al 
top speed to collect such a large 
amount of money in the short 
time of six hours. 

Organiser RPO David Howe 
said: “The RN Regulating School 
at HMS Excellent choose a local 
charity every year to sponsor* 
Because of the things that we 
come across in our everyday busi¬ 
ness, this seemed a very worth¬ 
while charity for the Regulating 
School to support.” 

■ BEFORE this year’s annual 
pilgrimage to Lourdes, a group 
of special needs children from 
dependant Service families was 
welcomed to RNAS CuJdrose. 

The visrt is an essential part 
of the run-up to the pilgrimage, 
organised by the HCPT (The 
Pilgrimage Trust), as it allows 
the helpers and children to meet 
each other and have a fun day 
out prior to their journey to the 
French sacred site. 

This year, a lively’ Mass 
was held in St Augustine’s RC 
chapel at RNAS Yeovilton before 
the group visited the Warrant 
Officers’ and Senior Rates' Mess 
for lunch, followed by a tour of 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum. 

■TWO TEAMS from HMS Bul¬ 
wark arc looking for Naval chal¬ 
lengers at ihc Duke of Somerset 
Charity Golf Day on June 14. Keen 
golfers are competing at Bigbury 
on Sea to raise money for Bid- 
well Brook Special Needs School 
in Darlington, Entry' for teams of 
three players i$ £90 including golf 
fees and buffet. Contact Val Shear¬ 
er on 01803 862252. 
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• BADGED UP; Displaying their new identities on board HMS Northumberland are (L-ft) AB (Warfare 
Specialist) Claire Green, AB (Communications and Information Systems Specialist) Jimmy Sewell. 
Engineering Technician (Marine Engineering) Rob Cozens. AB (Seaman Specialist) Craig Taylor and 
Engineering Technician (Weapon Engineer) *Ginge ' Mason 



shows off 

shiny 
bottom 
and 
set 



new 



badges 


HMS NORTHUMBERLAND 
is leading the way for the 
Navy as pilot ship for the 
new Ratings manning struc¬ 
ture which forms a part of 
the Navy Board Personal 
Change Programme* 

The programme heralds new 
branches and career paths for 
the Warfare Department and 
Engineers and will provide the 
correct mix of skill sets and 
numbers required for tomor¬ 
row's Royal Navy. 

Although the new structure 
will noi be implemented across 
the Royal Navy until late 2006, 
Northumberland has Tebadged' 
her Ship's Company to estab¬ 
lish and prove the new working 
practices and routines. 

The new badges play an 
important part in building the 
ethos of the newly established 
Warfare branches and show 
the multi-facetted nature of 
the Engineering Technician's 
potential career* 

Able Seaman (Communic¬ 
ations and Information Systems) 
Jimmy Sewell (second from left 
in our picture) said: "f really 
like the new badge. These are 
important times for the Navy and 
the badge represents the inte¬ 
gral role that Communications 
and Information Systems play 
in a modem war righting envi¬ 
ronment/' 

The pilot will pave the way 
to the eventual phasing out of 
Operator Mechanics. Artificers 
and Marine Engineering 
Mechanics. 

These will be replaced by 
three new Warfare branch 
specialisations (Seamanship, 
Warfare and Communication 
and Information Systems) and 
the Engineering Technician 
with career paths in Marine or 
Weapon Engineering, 

Commanding Officer Lt Cdr 
Chris OFIaherty said: "The 
ship is geanng herself up for 
the challenges that lie ahead, 
proving new whole-ship as well 
as departmental management 
practices. 

“The team are looking for¬ 
ward to playing a fundamental 


role in the Fleet's future/’ 

The Duke Class Type 23 frig¬ 
ate has just been ceremonially 
reclaimed from the builders as 
her year long refit in Scotland 
draws to a close. 

The work, carried out by 
Babcock s Rosyth Dockyard in 
Fife, has seen the ship painted 
with environmentally friendly 
paint - she calls herself "the 
Royal Navy's greenest ship" 
but that has nothing to do with 
her colour! 

She has also had state-of- 
the-art weapons and sensors 
fitted. 

ft has been a while since 
most of her 140 crew were 
onboard because much of the 
ship has been rendered unm* 
habitable throughout the major¬ 


ity of the work. 

Large sections of the deck 
have been replaced andl her 
accommodation area has 
been rebuilt. Her efectncal and 
mechanical systems have also 
been overhauled. 

While this was being earned 
out, her crew were moved into 
the nearby barracks of HMS 
Caledonia in Rosyth, 

Sailors on board are now 
working to get everything ready 
for her post-refit top to sea 
later this summer. 

They have also taken over 
fire-fighting and secunty and 
safety responsibilities from 
Babcock Engineering Services. 

Watching the ship’s compa¬ 
ny move into their newly spar¬ 
kling messdecks and cabins, Lt 


Cdr O FIaherty explained: Tn 
days gone by a ship’s company 
would all join a ship on the 
same day - we had the unique 
opportunity, as a team, to rec¬ 
reate the sense of pride and 
camaraderie a sailor has when 
joining his new ship," 

During the refit a new type of 
self-polishing, environmentally 
friendly anti-fouling paint was 
used on her hull, which wifi help 
keep her smooth and clean for 
the next five years. 

Until now. antt-fouling coat* 
mgs have relied upon their 
inherent toxicity to deter organ¬ 
isms from attaching themselves 
to the hull. The new t noo-toxic 
anti-fouling paint has a shiny, 
smooth finish and is self-polish¬ 
ing. thereby preventing manne 


growth from becoming estab¬ 
lished. A clean Hull requires less 
power to move it through the 
water, which will lead to con¬ 
siderable fuel savings. 

The new anti-fouling, which 
was originally developed by the 
yacht racing industry, is also 
less harmful to the environ¬ 
ment, HMS Northumbertand is 
a Type 23 Duke class frigate 


and she was originally built 
by Swan Hunter in 1992, Her 
improvements include the lat¬ 
est low frequency Sonar 2087 
and weapons such as the mod¬ 
ified and improved 5.Sin gun. 
Following a period of inten¬ 
sive Inals of her new and 
overhauled systems* she will 
rejoin the front-line Fleet tn the 
autumn. 



WAUaHALL Clever family cars from Vauxhall 

Visit your retailer and tell them you are eligible for the UK military discounts. For details of other great savings 
across the Vauxhall range call 0870 442 1580 or email enquiry@vauxhall-military-sales.co.uk. 



A ! prices and claimed savings comect at time of going to press and includes VAT. 12 months’ vehicle excise duty and first registration fee of £38 'Overseas personnel exempt from VAT are eligible for 171 discount Savmq 
i tainted is against RRP excluding VAT Savings up to £3508 on a Zafira GS Turbo. Offer ends 31st December 2005 Military discounts are available to all serving members of UK Armed Forces, retired service personnel MOD 
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Iraq around the clock 
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Model example 
from Albion 

NORMALLY it is shins which 
receive gifts from their affiliated 
towns. 

Del HMS Albion reversed 
the trend when sailors visited 
Chester* 

The new assault ship already 
has strong bonds with the 
historic city and decided to 
cement them further by com¬ 
missioning a model to piosent 
to cilyfolk. 

Not of Albion herself, but 
HMS Chester, a WW1 cruiser 
which was the first warship to 
be aftiiiated with the city. 

The Great War cruiser dis¬ 
tinguished herself at Jutland, 
where she is best known for the 
actions of John Cornwell who 
earned the VC for his bravery at 
his gun position, despite being 
modally wounded* 

Albion's CO Capt Keith 
Winstanlcy commissioned 
experienced modeller Enc Dyke 
to recreate the Dreadnought- 
era warship in miniature. 

The replica was presented to 
Chester's Lord and Lady Mayor 
during a recent visit to the 
north west. 

Albion has another tie with 
the old cruiser. A clock from 
the ship, which was commis¬ 
sioned by the city more than 
nine decades ago, is on display 
aboard the landing assault ship. 

... and Albion's 
Mark keeps 
on winning 

LIGHT~NING strikes twice* hui 
the RN & R.M Sports Lottery hits 
three times. 

Well, for CpI Mark Costcma at 
any rate. 

The green beret, serving with 6 
Assault Squadron in HMS Albion, 
has already picked up £750 and 
/JI ,fHkl from the fund in previous 
draws* hul recently took the top 
prize of £5,000, 

T ins time the Royal promises 
1*1 spend the payout sensibly. He\ 
lying ihe knot with fiancee LSTD 
Sarah Raw son m St Lucia - a 
venue the Royal admits is ‘ pretty 
expensive these days** 


LAST month we featured the sole 
seven sailors u ith British Forces in 
Afghanis [a n. 

TTiis month we shift theatres to 
Iraq and the headquarters of the 
Allied forces stabilising the south¬ 
east nt ihe country. 

Around 40 RN and RM person¬ 
nel work at the I IQ of the Multi- 
National Division (South-east) 
ui Basrah airport, where Pbiigo-, 
Crab- and Jacks peak are a minor 
linguistic barrier. 

Twelve nations provide troops 
for the 16,000-strong division* the 
bulk of them Brils FLOOD), 

“Ii really is a different environ¬ 
ment for the RN personnel out 
here,” said Lt ‘Nobby’ Hall* one 
of the press team, "We have- all 


seen and experienced an area of 
operations we would never nor¬ 
mally see* 

"Members of the Royal Navy 
could and often do find them¬ 
selves working in an office repre¬ 
sented bv 12 different nations.” 

OM ‘Charlie’ Drake added: 
“Initially you feel a little bit like 
a fish out of water everything is 
Arms-oriented out here, but you 
soon get used to it. 

“All the RN and RM guys get 
along Whenever w e see each other, 
we use the opportunity to catch 
up and use some Jacks peak.” 

There is one advantage serving 
in Iraq as opposed to Afghanistan. 
The sea is little more than half an 
hour’s llighi away by Sea King.,. 


• A day at the races,.. but no night at the opera* Capf Chris 
Steel, assistant director of RN recruitment presents the trophy 
for the Lord Nelson Royal Navy Maiden Stakes to winning frailer 
Noel Quinlan r whose Subtle Affair, romped home at Great 
Yarmouth racecourse, which opened its Nelson stand exactly 
12 months earlier. The DNR team also took along their careers 
display to pull in punters between races 

Picture: Keith Whitmore 
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ONE of the highest 
awards for bravery in the 
search-and-rescue com¬ 
munity has been earned 
by LACMN Darren Jones 
for selfless action to save 
submariners aboard the 
stricken Canadian boat 
HMCS Chicoutimi. 

The fire aboard the former 
British Upholder-class diesel (sub¬ 
marine drew worldwide media 
attention last October; one officer 
died as a result of injuries sus¬ 
tained as the submarine conduct¬ 
ed trials UK) nautical miles south¬ 
west of Donegal. 

Less well known until now is 
the role played by Rescue 177, 
a SAR Bight from HMS Gannct 
at Prestwick, and in particular 
LACMN' Jones, in rescuing three 
casualties front the submarine in 
extremely challenging conditions. 

Those actions earned the lead¬ 
ing hand the Billy Deacon SAR 
M emorial Trophy, presented by 
the Duke uf Edinburgh at a cer¬ 
emony in Umtion last month. 

On October 4 2004, Rescue 177 
was called to assist Chicoutimi 
which was wallowing without 
pow er in the Atlantic. 

Unable to lower the aerials situ¬ 
ated aft of her tin the usual place 
for a winch transfer and with 
the boat unable to maintain her 
course or position, the aircrew 
faced the added problem of very 
bad communications with the 
submariners. 

In spue of all these difficul¬ 
ties, two of three casualties were 
successfully lifted into the Sea 
King using the hi-linv by LACMN 
Jones* operating the iv inch. 

But as the third casualty was 
preparing to he rescued, he sud¬ 
denly shook his head. He was 
promptly taken out of the strop 


ITie mountaineers broke off 

their summit attempt when a fel¬ 
low Brii broke his leg on the 
North Ridge. 

The team committed them¬ 
selves to rescuing the stricken 
climber and carrying him on a 
rope stretcher 1,000 metres down 
the ridge to the advanced base 
camp. 

By now’ darkness shrouded the 
Himalayas, the wind had picked 
up to 25kts and the temperature 
dropped to -20'C* 

In good conditions, the rescue 
mission would have been relatively 
straightforward, But in the dark, 
with snow blasted into their faces 
and the climbers increasingly suf¬ 
fering from the effects of the cold, 
it was another matter entirely. 

At a critical moment when the 
rescuers were swapping positions 
around the stretcher, the snow 
anchor gave way. TTic w hole party 
began to slide down the moun¬ 
tainside and would have fallen 
2,000 metres had u not been tor 
the rapid actions of Lt Wilkinson 
who thrust his ice axe into the 
glacier to halt the slide. 

The team managed to reach 
initial base camp, then continued 
their descent to the advanced base 
camp where the wounded moun¬ 
taineer could receive treatment. 

The Royal Humane Society 
says without the actions of Lt 
Wilkinson, the entire rescue mis¬ 
sion could have ended with dis¬ 
astrous consequences and has 
rewarded him with its Bronze 
Award. 

“TTie success of ihe rescue was 
down to a team effort something 
the Royal Navy teaches us at a 
very early stage in our training. I 
am just glad we were able to help," 
said Li Wilkinson, 

■ Tragic accident’, page 4 


• Palm seas.,. Royal Marines and RN personnel pose outside their 
land-locked HQ tn Basrah 


• A video grab of LACMN Darren Jones at the winch 
over Chicoutimi last October and (right) Lt “Jake ’ Wilkin¬ 
son and colleagues tend to a wounded climber in the 
Himalayas 


and subsequently collapsed 
unconscious. 

TTic submariners signalled that 
their shipmate would need to be 
lifted with assistance* for which 
LAC-MN Jones immediately vol¬ 
unteered despite the risk to him¬ 
self m the transfer to the fin. 

ITiat transfer w as carried out, in 
the words of the winchman s cita¬ 
tion, ' with a considerable amount 
of gymnastic dexterity and situ¬ 
ational awareness’ 1 

With the Canadian casu¬ 
alty ashen-faced and cyanosed 
and no space or medical kit on 
Chicoutimi’s fin to treat the sub¬ 
mariner, the winchman decided 
an immediate rescue was needed. 

Once back in the Sea King, 
LACMN Jones continued giving 
medical assistance to the casu¬ 
alty* until he was handed over to 
medical stall at Sligo Accident and 
Emergency I luspital. 

T he award's committee says the 
personal bravery and presence of 
mind shown by the aircrewman 


prevented further fatal¬ 
ities in Chicoutimi, 

TTie trophy is aw ard¬ 
ed in memory of winchman Hilly 
Deacon whose bravery saved the 
lives of ten crew members of the 
merchantman Green Idly off the 
Shetland Islands in 1997, 

A lifeboat crew managed to 
rescue fiv e sailors* but when it was 
forced to break off its attempt* 
a SAR helicopter was the only 
solution. 

Having saved the lives of all 
remaining crew on Green lily, 
Billy was swept overboard and 
drowned as his colleagues pre¬ 
pared to winch him to safety, 

■ Another life saver recognised for 
personal sacrifice but on the ridge 
of a mountain rather than the high 
seas is Lt Jake’^Udmon. 

In May 2003 1 the officer 
serving with the Commando 
Helicopter Force at Yeovil ton 
was part of a six-strong team 
assaulting the summit of Roughuk 
Glacier in the Himalayas. 


Mayoral visit 
for Ark Royal 

LIT ’ |V Muvor was given an 
extensive tour ot the ship his 
city has nurtured for six decades 
when he visited Portsmouth, 

Ark Royal in her various 
lives has been supported by the 
Yorkshire industrial powerhouse 
since the l l > KR, 

The present Ark, number five, 
is ‘wound down' in Portsmouth 
in a period of extended readiness; 
she’s due to head io Kosyth next 
for a revamp before resuming 
front-line duties, 

Bui that extended readiness 
does not mean the veteran of the 
Iraq campaign is sailor-less, 

Cllr ChristopherTownley made 
the 250-mile trip from Leeds to 
spend three hours touring the 
Bat-top, from sitting in the CON 
chair on the bridge to inspecting 
Ark's huge gas turbines in the 
engine room. 

“TTie ship’s company enjoyed 
chatting with the mayor and gave 
him an idea of the many and 
varied roles they carry out.’ 1 said 
weapon engineer officer I A Chris 
Sharp. 

“The ship has always had a 
strong affiliation with Leeds and 
meeting the present mayor has 
helped to keep those ties going." 

Men of steel 
city together 

SERVING together for the first 
time in Naval careers which 
stretch back to ihe 1980s are 
Sheffield brothers Andy and 
Antony Wilkinson. 

It was Andy's deeds in the 
Senior Service which encouraged 
his younger brother to sign up for 
the RN in 1989. 

Sixteen years on* PO(AEM) 
Andy, presently keeping the RN 
Lynx fleet airworthy, and LMA 
Antony, working in the sick bay, 
are finally together at RNAS 
Yeovilton* 

Both have served their country 
in conflict in the Middle Hast; 
Antony has a medal for the first 
Gulf War, Andy for peacekeeping 
duties during the tanker wars in 
the region in the mid-1980s* 
“There’s no problem with 
them serving together they get 
on extremely well anil play golf 
together regularly," said mum 
Diane. 

“We are extremely proud of 
both of them.TTie Royal Navy 
has given them so many oppor¬ 
tunities." 

PIVI to recognise 
forces lifesavers 

SENIOR Service lifesavers could 
be rewarded for their deeds by 
the Prime Minister. 

Tile premier will host the peo¬ 
ple whom judges of the Vodafone 
I ale Savers Awards decide have 
done most U* help others in dis¬ 
tress in the past 1 2 months. 

TTie awards are aimed at the 
emergency services which 
includes the Armed Forces. 

Nominations can be made by 
calling 0870 902 3333 or visiting 
www.vodafono.co.uk/lifesavers 
Deadline is June 17. 









































































We can see 
clearly now... 

HMS Chatham junior officers S 
l is Matthew Ropers and Samuel 
Stephens received the Queen's 
Binoculars fnr ihcir achievements 
ai Dartmouth from her son on a 
visit 10 ihe Type 22 frigate. 

TTic young officers were among 
si* trainees at BRNC nommated 
by their divisional training offic¬ 
ers nominations ratified by 
Buckingham Palace. 

Ihe 1 Vince of Wales presented 
the binoculars to the duo when 
he spent a night aboard the 
I>evonpori-based warship during 
90th anniversary commemora¬ 
tions of the Gallipoli landings. 

Say it with 
er, oils 

WHAT better way to show your 
appreciation for your loved one 
than a present from the heart? 

Flowers, chocolates, jewel¬ 
lery perhaps... 

Of a t O-month labour-of-love, 
a painting of veteran minehunt- 
er HMS Cottesmore. 

Lt Cdr Rob Pedro was so 
impressed by the artistic ability 
of his partner Inga Friedl that 
he ashed her to put down the 
ship on canvas, 

“When Rob ashed me* l was 
rather worried at first. But he’s 
going to frame it and hang it in 
his flat*" said Inga, who's origi¬ 
nally from Bavaria but is now 
studying Contemporary Europe 
and Modem Languages at 
Southampton University. 

The oil painting was com¬ 
pleted as Lt Cdr Pedre handed 
over command of Cottesmore, 
one of a trio of Hunt-class ships 
providing support to operations 
in Northern Ireland, 

She is being withdrawn from 
service in July after 22 years 
under the White Ensign. 


Trafalgar 


IN a year of commem¬ 
orations and all things 
Nelsonian, what better 
than a Trafalgar reunion? 

Of course not veterans of 
the decisive 1805 clash, but 
men who served in the name¬ 
sake destroyer on her first tour 

of durv. 

■* 

TTie 2300-ion destroyer was 
launched m 194 l and went on TO 
serve her nation for a quarter of 
□ century. 

Six decades ago* five strangers 
became firm friends during the 
ship’s patrols of the Far Hast and 
Australasia. 

Tliis year they will meet up 
again bar one, Chris Couhon, 
the only one of the "gang of five* 
the former sailors have not man¬ 
aged to track down. 

If his post-Trafalgar career is 


similar to his old shipmates, he 
won’t have done badly in life* 

Ivor Rees became the High; Rev 
Ivor Rees, Bishop of Dyfcd; Don 
Avison made a career as an actor, 
notably as a judge in TV series 
Cnnvn Court; Eiill Richardson 
became a television presenter and 
Harry* Bing’ Newman a university 
lecturer and chartered engineer. 

Mr Newman, who today lives 
in Hm5worth, Hampshire, joined 
the destroyer :it WalRcnd's Swan 
Hunter yard ahead of the ship's 
first commission two years with 
the British Pacific Fleer based in 
Ihmg Kong as leader of the 19th 
Battle-class Destroyer Flotilla. 

'Dial first commission was 
eventful: Gibraltar, Alexandria, 
Colombo* Singapore, Hong Kong 
in the wake of the Japanese sur¬ 
render, Saigon to arrest a war 
criminal, and Sydney 

“During that period friendships 



• ff you see Sydney , tell 'em: Chris Caufton, Ivor Rees and Don Avi- 
s on (standing) and kneeling 'Bing' Newman with shipmate Peter 
Price in Sydney Botanical Gardens at Chnstmas1945 
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• HMS Trafalgar in Hong Kong 1945 with 
the Fleet Club to the left as painted by 
Lt Cdr Bob Newton t who subsequently 
served in her 

developed and adventures in many for¬ 
eign pans but in particular there were 
ahvays five of us who found much common 
ground," said Mr Newman. 

“hour of the five of us meet on many 
occasions to recall our experiences, so to 
find Chris would be greatly appreciated." 

' I Tic ties between this Trafalgar * band of 
brothers' stretch beyond October 2 1 dinners 
and regular meetings (another reunion is 
lined up this year). 

Ixing after the Battle-class destroyer 
ended up in the breaker's yard (she was sold 
in 1970}, the Right Rev Rees was invited to 
the commissioning of the present T rafalgar, 
a hunter-killer submarine. 

His son, Meirion, was an officer aboard 
the boat which also carries a framed pho¬ 
tograph of the old destroyer, presented by 
the clergyman. 

If you can help the ‘famous five' reunite, Mr 
Newman can he contacted at Cobbleducks, • Still a band of brothers: Biff Richardson (left) and Harry 
4 SeafiekK Frnsworth, Hampshire, ‘Bing' Newman outside Emsworth Sailing Club in 2005 
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PRESENT HMS Ramsey* 
mine-ccmmernieasures ves¬ 


sel (MCMV)j is the first Ramsey 
to serve with the Roval Navy ill at 
carried the name from her very beginnings 
- there have been two previous Ramseys, 
but both of these started life under a dif¬ 
ferent maiden name. 

Currently operating as part of the Standing 
NRF MCM Group I, HMS Ramsey is busy 
with exercises in the Baltic and off the West 
Coast of Scotland, but she will be seen in 
southern waters at the end of June when she 
takes part in the International Fleet Review off 


Portsmouth. 

This frontline role follows on from a refit and 
upkeep period in 2004, hut the year before the 
warship was tasked with the intense work of post- 
operation mine clearance and survey in Iraqi waters* 

Ramsey, in common with her sister San downs* was 
designed primarily to clear mines and conduct survey 
operations both in harbours and the open ocean as 
far out as the edge of the eastern Adamic continental 
shelf, although she is, and has more than proven her¬ 
self, capable of a number of other tasks. 

The first HMS Ramsey was originally named the 
Puke of Lancaster and owned by the Lancashire and 



Yorkshire Railway. She was bought by the Turkish 
Patriotic Committee in l 1, but despite refitting her 
engines and boilers her new owners never managed to 
lake possession of her before war broke out between 
Turkey and Italy. 

’Hie Isle of Man Steam Paeket Company became 
her next owners in 1912 and it was under their tute¬ 
lage tiiat she was named The Ramsey - and so began 
the affiliation between ship and island. 

Two years later, requisitioned by the Navy, the ship 
began the third stage of her life as HMS Ramsey, 
an Armed Boarding Steamer attached to the Grand 
Reet and based at Scapa Flow. 

In August 1^15, she intercepted a Russian steam¬ 
ship that revealed herself with gunfire to be the 
German auxiliary minesweeper Meteor. 

Ramsey was sunk with the loss of 55 lives, and the 
capture of four officers and 39 ratings on August 8. 

'Hie next day British Forces overwhelmed Meteor, 
who transferred her prisoners to neutral ships then 
scuttled herself. 



_ 

• Mine countermeasures ship HMS Ramsey deploying for the Gulf in 2003 


It was the eventual fate of the USS Meade to 
become the second HMS Ramsey. This American 
warship of 1919 was transferred to the Roval Navy 
in 1010, 

After a refit in Devon port, she joined the 5th 
Hscort Group in Liverpool, providing local escort 
for Atlantic convoys. In 1941 she returned to her 
near-native shores of Newfoundland as part of the 


Pietufi?: LA(PhQt) Jack Russett 

22nd Escort Group of the NEK After major works on 
her engines at both Halifax and South Carolina, she 
returned to her adopted home in the UK. 

She joined Bb Escort Group, Western Approaches 
Command, but after just one round trip she went 
back into refit again at Grimsby. I Tie decision was 
then taken that she should become an Air Target Ship 
in the Irish Sea until scrapped in 1947. 


1 ^ ~i tb t; • ■ =% • •*- 

Facts and Figures 


Class: Santfown class mine 
countermeasures vessel 
Pennant Number: Ml 10 
Builder Vosper Thomycroft, 
Woof ston 

Launched: November 25. 1999 
Accepted: July 26, 2000 
Commissioned; June 22, 2001 


Length: 50m 
Beam: 9m 
Draught: 2*4m 
Top speed: 13 knots 
Displacement: 422 tonnes 
Complement: 36 
Engines: 2 x Paxman Valenta 
diesels; VcittvSchnerder 


propulsion; 2 x Schottel bow 
thrusters 

Main armament: 30mm Bofor 
gun 

Equipment: 2 x remote 
controlled mine disposal 
vehicles, team of mine 
clearance divers 
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HEROES OF THE ROYAL HAVY No 14 


Fit Sub-Lt Reginald Warneford VC 



Reginald 'Rex’ Warneford d’Honneur. 


the sole survivor. 

Rex T s aircraft was crippled 
temporarily and he put down 
behind enemy lines - where 
German cavalry were new 
swarming to find him. He carried 
out temporary repairs enough to 
carry his monoplane back to 
friendly territory. 

Within a day* George V decid¬ 
ed the airman's act was worthy 
of the Victoria Cross. 

Rex Warneford was bom in 
India in 1891 and joined the 
merchant marine 14 years later. 

Upon the outbreak of war, he 
volunteered for the submarine 
service - but was turned down. 
He then signed up for the 2nd 
Sportman's Battalion, a unit in 
the Royal Fusiliers raised from 
sporting types* 

Rex decided the 'elite unit' 
was ‘a sort of Boy Scouts* jam¬ 
boree for old gentlemen' and 
transferred to the Royal Naval 
Air Service in February 1915. He 
earned his wings in little over a 
month; one instructor propheti¬ 
cally remarked: “This youngster 
will either do big things or kill 
himself*” 

Rex was not surprisingly 
feted at home and abroad in the 
wake of his success. He was 
Invited to Paris to receive the 
Croix de Guerre and the Legion 


outside the Paris RItz in the days 
after his zeppelin feat 

Picture; Fleet Air Arm ktaseum 


Marsden wrote* 


He was ‘billeted' at the Ritz. 
"It was handshakes, flowers, 
autograph hunters, gorgeous 
girls and champagne," Rex's 
friend and fellow flier Michael 


IN A WAR of trenches and 
castles of steel on the high 
seas, only in the air did it seem 
that conflict retained any indi¬ 
viduality* 

So it is not surprising that 
nearly nine decades after the 
guns of the Western Front 
fell silent it is the names of 
the 'aces’ - Richthofen, 

Rickenbacker, Ball - which 
retain their resonance* 

Almost lost among the aces 
is Reginald 'Rex’ Warneford, 
the first VC of the Naval air 
wing and the first man to down 
a zeppelin in combat* 

On the night of June 6-7 
1915, No.1 Sqn RNAS at St Pol 
was ordered to attack zeppelin 
sheds at Eve re, near Brussels 

- raids on London were becom¬ 
ing an increasing thorn in the 
side* 

Instead, the young officer 
sighted the grey outline of 
LZ37 returning to Evere after an 
aborted attack on London. 

The airship opened fire 
and Warneford in his Morane 
Saulnier pulled out of range 
initially. For the next 20 or so 
minutes, the aircraft climbed to 
ILCOOft, then with the engine 
off, descended on top of the 
zeppelin* 

“When close above him, I 
dropped my bombs and, white 
releasing the last, there was 
an explosion which lifted my 
machine and turned it over/' 
the RNAS officer wrote in an 
official report. 

“The aircraft was out of control for a short 
period, but went into a nose dive and the control 
was regained*" 

Aboard the zeppelin, coxswain Alfred Muhler 
felt the craft shudder, then the huge envelope 

- the airship's 'skin f - began to collapse as 
flames enguffed it. 

“The scorching heat increased and increased 
and our clothes burst into flames/ he recalled* 
“The gondola began to tilt and rock until, with 
a terrible sound of breaking wood and metal, it 
tore away and plunged towards the ground*” 

LZ37 plummeted; its wreckage landed on a 
convent in the Belgian city of Ghent. Muhler was 


Crowds accompanied the VC winner wherev¬ 
er he went - as did journalists. On June 16, Rex 
was guest of honour at a dinner in a Parisian 
restaurant* 

“The young hero, rising to his feet in a loud 
voice cried: l Vlve la France! Vivent les Allies! et 
a bas fa Boche!' and sat down blushing with 
embarrassment," one newspaper wrote* 

The next day the young officer was killed, 
thrown out of a Henry Farman F27 at 700ft dur¬ 
ing a test flight near Paris. The Paris Soir wrote 
lyrically: :< He who defied the storm has been 
killed by a breeze*" 
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HMS Cardiff's 
having a ball 

SAHilRS from veteran type 42 
destroyer HMS Cardiff will mark 
the Welsh warship’s passing with 
formal dinners and halls this 
summer. 

The Portsmouth-based 
destroyer is due to decommission 
by the end of August after more 
than a quarter of a century under 
the White Ensign. 

A dinner and ball is lined up at 
Portsmouth Guildhall on Friday 

fuly IS for all members of the 
ship v company, past and present, 
plus families and friends of the 

ship. 

Tickets, priced £15 per 
head, are available from logis¬ 
tics officer Lt C’dr Jim Dickson 
on 249-dlo^a.dit,mod,uk or 
I’ks^jmmissioning Dance. C O 
HMS Cardiff, BFPO 249, no 
later than June 27. 

Aho celebrating the ship's 
illustrious history is the petty 
officers* mess, which is holding 
a formal ball for all present and 
former mess members. 

It will be a mess undress black 
tie affair (evening and ball gowns 
for ladies). 

Details and tickets from 
PO(AWW) Gary McCulloch at 
249-pwoaww2©a.dii. mod.uk or 
via the POs* mess, HMS Cardiff, 
BFPO 249 

London parade 
for veterans 

BATTERSEA Park in London 
will bo the venue for a major 
commemoration to mark the 
60th anniversary of the end of 
World War II. 

The Metropolitan Area of the 
Royal British Legion is helping 
to organise the VE/VJ parade 
on August 14. 

AM standard bearers from 
every ex- Service organisation 
are invited as are marching 
representatives - especially 
Burma Star holders as the 
commemorative event takes 
place dose to VJ Day itself. 

There will be a civic tea and 
cakes party after the parade, 
provided by the Borough of 
Wandsworth. 

Details from Stan Heath at 
15 Ashgrove Road, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 INS. 
including a stamped, addressed 
envelope, or by calling 017S4 
255006. 

Station's action 
to celebrate 
Naval links 

PASSENGERS puling through 
Plymouth railway station will 
notice a Naval theme to the 
building. 

Sutu crests from warships and 
a 100ft banner welcoming tram 
users to "Plymouth Home to 
the Royal Navy" have been r uI U F 
as part of a revamp of the station. 

With sailors and Royal Marines 
not surprisingly being among the 
principal users of mil services m 
the Plymouth area, station bosses 
deckled to celebrate the Senior 
Service's long-standing ties with 
the city. 

Abo included in the revamp 
is a recent aerial photograph of 
Devonport Naval Base and 
environs. 

Parade float 
for Raleigh 

A FLOAT containing a Rigid 
Inflatable Boat and seven 
sapors from HMS Raleigh was 
the Torpoml framing estab¬ 
lishment's contribution to the 
Lord Mayor’s Day parade in 
Plymouth last month. 

RN engineers fashioned 
a float carrying the Pacific 
seaboat to depict the RN 4 s 
boarding operations - a crucial 
part of present-day opera¬ 
tions, and a skill taught at the 
Naval Military Training centre at 
Raleigh. 

LS Paul Maplesden headed 
a team of trainee sailors, who 
have all completed their initial 
eight-week course at Raleigh 
and are now undergoing 
their specialist training at the 
Torpoint base. 
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Cupper Sheathing 
Hales from HMS 
I Ict&ry Herself 

These pbics were originally 
fined below the vv.itcrime to 
reduce fouling and stop 
(credo worms from eating 
the limber, l-’ach. is unique, 
hearing the scars of age, 
battle and life at sea, 

Limned edit inn of 5041. mounted in frame measuring 21x1 5** 
94325 HMS I htary cupper sheathing plan- in frame, El44 
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HMS VICTORY 
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uiah 1805 will be made. 
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Official Nelson 
( ollcclion (Matter 

Stunning Trafalgar 200 
eommemut jIiv c piece, 
featuring paintings. Nelson s 
signature and coal of amis 
licensed bv the National 

■af 

Maritime Museum and 
scrollwork derived from Ihe 
stem gilding of HMS J tctoiry 
Flat top, diameter 11” 

NrKtm Platter, |«4 
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I9 T 0 This, the original Royal Navy 
“I’Ussef V is a smooth blend of aged 
pot-stilkd Caribbean rums to sip neat 
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decora led earthenw .ire con tamers 
dedicated to Lord Nelson. t (intents 
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• A model example: OM Stacey Sweef and HMS Victory's CO Lt Cdr 
Frank Nowosielski with a replica of Nelson's flagship 

A Frank talk on the 
relevance of Nelson 

JUNIOR sailors have experienced the Nelson touch 1 thanks to a 
visit from the Commanding Officer of HMS Victory. 

Lt Cdr Frank Nowosielski relumed to his roots at HMS Raleigh 
- his RN career began at the Torpoint establishment three decades 
ago - to explain how the great admiral, and the sailors who served 
under him in the campaigns against Napoleon, can inspire today's 
generation of Servicemen and women, 

Ht was a delight to return to Raleigh where my service began and 
to share our Naval heritage with some of the latest recruits. " said Lt 
Cdr Nowosielski. 

Raleigh’s CO Cdre David Pond added: *1t + s important that those 
new to the Naval family have an understanding of their heritage - it's 
a fundamental part of RN ethos.” 

Lt Cdr Nowosielski is the longest-serving CO in HMS Victory’s 
unparalleled history: he has been in charge for more than seven 
years. 
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BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR BICENTENARY 
Commemorative Products selection 


AFTER an accidental 
dunking in lukewarm 
water, a budding officer 
beams brightly as she 
struggles out of the pool 
and gives the thumbs up. 
She's still dripping on the 
bus back to the office as a 
seasoned petty" officer offers a 
word of encouragement. ‘"Put 
that behind you." 

TTicn he adds: "Right, you've 
got 15 minute* to get changed, 
get your suits on and face ihe next 
challenge/' 

Ah, the pleasures of the 
Admiralty Interview Board. 

The board the place 
where t od a y"s of fi ce r 
corps decides whether 
young people have 
the Tight stuff . those 
necessary qua lines to 
become the leaders of 
the future has under¬ 
gone us biggest changes 
m more than three decades 
to ensure the current breed of 
candidates rises to the challenges 
of the 21st century. 

TTie practical tests are fairer, 
interview's are better suited to the 
art of leadership, and a fitness 
bleep test 4 has been introduced as 
part of the transformation 

But there are mam facets of 
the AIB which today's officer 
corps will recognise: the negatives 
nervousness, anxiety, pressure 
and the positives self-motivation, 
determination, personal couragc 
Ycs, there arc still those excru¬ 
ciating physical challenges move 
the jerry-cam or oil drum across 
water using planks, poles and 
ropes 

Yes, there is a gruelling mental 
challenge to be solved by a team, 
a grandiose chic ken-fox-grain 
conundrum, where a previously- 
placid lieutenant barks rapid-fire 
questions and the candidates turn 
to jelly. 

Yes, there is still an essay to 
write. Two pages on a subject, 
although the board is looking less 
for a Pulitzer Prize winner, than 
someone who can spell accurate¬ 
ly, write clearly and formulate a 
cohesive argument. 

And yes, there is still a formal 
interview’: upwards of 30 minutes 
questioning by a captain, com¬ 
mander and lieutenant. 

The interview is not the crunch 
part of ihe process, bur it is w here 
a candidate becomes a person. 
There is no ’good cop, bad cop 
redolent of so many interviews 
in civvy street. The board wants 
to know about candidates 4 drive, 
motivation, their personal cour¬ 
age, what makes a good leader, 


their attitudes to different races 
and religions. 

Schooling is most definitely 
not irrelevant, but school is. 'ITic 
board doesn't care whether candi¬ 
dates went to Hum or Fenn Street 
Comp in fact, it isn't told. 

Also irrelevant and hence not 
made known to the board is 
the occupation and background 
of a budding officer’s family; then- 
can be no accusations of favourit¬ 
ism to the sons or daughters of 
Admiral So-and-So. 

Applicants still “cram" an the 
Navy; they know the ship and 
submarine types, the weapons 
systems, even the dimen¬ 
sions and top speeds. 

Of course, it shows 
motivation and desire, 
but it's not exactly 
what the AIB hoard 
wants; as one com¬ 
mander puis it: 
**WcYc not especially 
interested in what ship 
can do what speed the 
anorafcy stuff/' Of much 
greater importance is what 
the RN dues with these assets, 
where in the world they patrol 
And naturally, there’s the 
$64,000 question. Are you pre¬ 
pared to put your life and the 
lives of those under your command 
on the line? “Ucli I wouldn't be 
here if l wasn't.,,*' one candidate 
rather coolly responded 

Despite the revamped AIB, it 
remains a huge challenge to score 
the requisite 1H0 out of 300 points 
needed to pass the AIB. Any score 
over 200 is regarded as particu¬ 
larly promising: such scores are 
not commonplace. 

Mark'* nut ot live for most caie- 
gone* are given. But a ‘five’ is rare 
Criticism (in discussions where 
the candidates are not present) 
is at times harsh “T~his essay 
is a waste of paper," was one 
especially scathing remark but 
then voure not picking people to 
stack shelves in a supermarket; m 
the RN is a matter of life 
and death 

And praise can be fulsome. 
"That 4 '* exactly the ^ori of person 
we should be looking for/' 

What is encouraging i> thai in 
i his PlaySta tion-M I A' generation 
of today* where youngsters have no 
respect for their elders and munch 
fast food all day (so the media 
constantly Heats), candidates are 
fit rowers, dancers, divers, rugby 
players; they arc community-spir¬ 
ited most arc former Scouts, 
Girl Guides, members of the Boy s 
or t firk Brigades; and they're keen 
to get on. 

Thev don't want to sit behind 

-T" 

a desk all day, or on a produc¬ 
tion line. 
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"I’ve always wanted He purl 
of a team where what you do mat¬ 
ters, where sr makes a different, 
one interviewee stressed. 

Is there a danger that seeing 
L5CM) candidates a year you lose 
the "personal touch', that the AIB 
becomes a production line for 
officers? 

Not so says a veteran subma¬ 
riner and board member. "You get 
a big kick when you gel a gond 
candidate. People ask 4 Is the AIB 
like a sausage machine? 4 It’s not 
there's tremendous variety; one 
day you get a group of youngsters, 
the next senior upper yardmen/" 

It is a rare privilege to observe a 
process which is picking the next 
generation of Naval leaders; there 
can He few careers where a silent 
witness, a benign shadow, watches 
as a person is grilled and his or 
her career, ultimately their fate, 
is decided. 

On today's evidence the board 
got ii right. One candidate passed, 
one near-miss, and two a good 
way off officer material. 

Even passing docs not guaran¬ 
tee a place at Dartmouth, there 
must be vacancies in their cho¬ 
sen branches and if a candi¬ 
date tomorrow scores substan¬ 
tially higher, today ’s passer will bc 
humped down the list. 

Which would he a shame, for 
his desire was 
obvious. *1 
cannot think 


• Time to walk the plank ... The 
gym tests candidates' mental, 
hut especially physical r agility 

of anything better than being a 
member of the Royal: Navy," he 
told the board 

If every successful candidate 
feels like that, ihe officer corps 
should be in safe hands. 

■ Smiles, page 20 


+ A thorough examination: a humorous take on the AIB experience 
as viewed a decade ago 
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SIXTY YEARS AFTER THE CHANNEL ISLANDS WERE LIBERATED FROM NAZI TYRANNY, THE ROYAL NAVY RETURNED EN MASSE. 





• More's the merrier: Hunt-class mine counter-measures vessel 
HMS Cottesmore arrives in St Peter Port , Guernsey , with the crutse 
hner Aurora behind her 


ON Monday July t 1940, 
German forces invaded 
the Channel Islands. The 
islands were the only British 
soil to be occupied by Nazi 
Germany. 

Tie invasion, devised by 
Admiral Karlgeorg Schuster 
and Vizeadmiral Eugen Lindau. 
called for a fu 11-scale assault 
from the sea, with air support. 

In the event, the formida¬ 
ble forces of the Kriegsmarine 
were confounded by two 
Luftwaffe pilots who landed 
at Guernsey's and Jersey’s 
airfields and found the local 
authorities ready to surrender 
to them, 

Jersey resident Mary 
Deslandes summarised island¬ 
ers' attitude to the invader: 
"No-one hates the poor wretch¬ 
es individually. They provoke 
no-one and a better behaved, 
more inoffensive body of men it 
would be impossible to find. 

“What one does hate is the 
system they represent and 
the conditions which their 
presence here imposes," 

Almost five years later, on 
Saturday May 5 1945, a sig¬ 
nal was sent to the German 
headquarters in Guernsey from 
the Commander-in-Chief of 
Germany's Southern Command 
advising that the surrender of 
the garrison, still numbering 
more than 30,000 men, was 
expected without delay. 


But on Jersey, 
diarist Leslie 
Sine! noted omi¬ 
nously: "There 
has been no 
slackening in 
war like prepara¬ 
tions - at night 
the Germans 
were at defence 
posts, guns 
were manned 
and searchlights 
swept the seas," 

Vizeadmiral 
F riedflch 
Huffmeier, the 
C-in-C, respond¬ 
ed bluntly: 

“Com m and er-i n- 
Chief, Channel 
Islands* receives 
orders only from 
his government/ 

A fervent Nazi, Huffmeier had 
vowed to his men upon taking 
up command in early 1945; "1 
shall hold out here with you until 
final victory/’ 

Late on Monday May 7, 
Southern Command tried 
again: “A representative of the 
German High Command signed 
the unconditional surrender of 
all German land, sea and air 
forces in Europe to the Allied 
Expeditionary Forces earlier 
today. 

"British representatives will 
arrive in two British destroy¬ 
ers flying the British Naval 
ensign,,/ 1 


+ Humiliation: 
of St Metier 


German soldiers march through the heart 


Those vessels were ,the 
destroyers HMS Bulldog and 
Beagle, 

Nme B-class destroyers had 
been launched in 1930, each 
displacing 1,360 tons and 
armed with four 4.7in guns, two 
21b pom-poms and eight 21 in 
torpedo tubes. The ships had a 
complement of 138 officers and 
men and a top speed of 35kts, 

Beagle spent most of the 
war as a convoy escort in the 
Atlantic and Arctic before being 
transferred in March 1945 to 
Plymouth Command, where 
Bulldog had been employed for 
two months already. 


Bulldog had sealed 
her place in history when 
escorting convoy OB318 
south of Iceland in May 
1941, 

In company with HM 
ships Broadway and 
Aubretia, she depth- 
charged U11Q to the sur¬ 
face. Commanded by U* 
boat ace Fritz Julius Lemp 
(who had torpedoed the 
Hner Athenia on the first 
day of the war), the sub¬ 
man ne was abandoned 
by her crew - who failed 
to scuttle her property. 

A party from Bulldog, 
led by S/lt David Balme, 
rowed to U110 and clam¬ 
bered aboard. Their 
search yielded code 
books, charts, papers and 
a machine that looked like 
a typewriter but with nowhere 
to put the paper. 

In fact, Balme had captured 
an Enigma coding machine 
together with that day's set¬ 
tings, a discovery which would 
change the course of the war. 

On May 7 1945, Winston 
Churchill, announcing 

Germany’s unconditional sur¬ 
render, added: "Our dear 
Channel Islands are also to be 
freed today' but Beagle and 
Bulldog {with Rear Admiral 
G C Stuart aboard as Naval 
Force Commander) arrived off 
Guernsey a day later with a 
party under the command of 


• We had fo be here.,, Jerseymen through and through ( Stanley 
Sangan with grandson MEM Ben Gamier - who asked for a tempo¬ 
rary transfer to HMS Albion to take part in commemorations 


witness could AM restrain his 
emotion/' islander Leslie Smd 
recorded in his diary that momen¬ 
tous day. 

On May 9 2005, the now retired 
Surg Capt McDonald re-enacted 
the scene, aided by two youthful 
sub lieutenants, HMS Tyne’s Sam 
Jane and Peter Hough 

In 1945 the crowds, said Surg 
Capt McDonald, were “the happi¬ 
est people I have seen" ‘The two 
officers had clambered ashore 
from HMS Beagle’s launch, to he 
welcomed by three sullen Ger¬ 
mans and thousands of islanders 
waving, cheering and setting off 
fireworks. 

As the two men unfurled the 
Union Mag at the harbour office, 
the crowd burst into God Save tht 
Kmc - In 2005, there was a cre¬ 
scendo of cheering and a flurry of 
small flags waving furiously. 

In the officers' wake, hundreds 
of sailors and soldiers poured 
ashore. 

Among the men of Task Force 
1 15, AB Albert Vaughan and Lend¬ 
ing Hand Bill Me Ritchie Liberated 
Jersey' as members ofTFl 15. 

To the men AB Vaughan in 
Cap tain-cl ass frigate HMS Cosby, 
leading Wireman Me Ritchie in 
Motor Minesweeper 250 May 
Q 1945 was yust another day of 
work” 

They quickly realised it wasn't. 


“When we got here, the scenes 
were chaotic understandable af¬ 
ter what they went through.There 
is nothing which can compare with 
it.The islanders really shoved us a 
great rime/ said Mr Vaughan, now 
80 and living in Essex, 

Mr Ritchie, also 80 and today 
living in Morecambc, added: “So 
many people came on our boat, she 
nearly overturned. The greetings, 
the number of people involved, we 
were utterly overwhelmed,” 

Not quite so welcoming were 
the i Germans. 

"They were all lined up, sa¬ 
luting us,” said Mr Vaughan, 
"Jolly Jack knew what do - 
we gave them the V sign/ 

T’he liberators gave up most of 
their rations to the liberated: choc¬ 
olates, biscuits, tinned meat, ciga¬ 
rettes. In return, in 2005, locals 
brewed a special Force I 35 beer. 
Unable to join the liberator* as 
he was still on duty m Italy with 
the British Army was CpI Stanley 
Sangan, u Jerseyman through and 
t h rough . 

The last time he saw the islands 
he loved and his family was in ihe 
Apnl of 1940; he returned five and 
a half years later to a Jersey where 
people were “slightly more with¬ 
drawn" 

Joining him at a Beat Re¬ 
treat by the Royal Marines Band 


Occupation, humiliation, and 


• Liberation day. St Helier, then 
and now: (Above) Surg Capt Ron¬ 
ald McDonald re-enacts flying the 
Union Flag from the Harbour 
Offices to rapturous scenes and (left) 
a multitude of cheering islanders 
greet a then Surg S/Lt McDonald 
and his comrade S/Lt David Miltn 
(right) as the first liberators ashore 


O N a glorious early 
summer s day, two 
young sub lieu¬ 
tenants struggled 
along the quayside bearing 
their nation s symbol, the 
symbol ol freedom. 

So great the crowd, so impene¬ 
trable the multitude, the two men 
were offered a car to make their 
way down the pier, 

[Tie car came to a halt a few hun¬ 
dred yards away, outside the harbour 
offices commandeered by the Ger¬ 
main as the headquarters of their gar¬ 
rison. 

The cry: “The Navy’s here" echoed 
around the head of the quay, crammed 
with cheering people. Minutes later, 
the Union Flag fluttered proudly over 
the brick building. 

And » it proved again six decades 
later. Except that by now the harbour 
office had become a tourist informa¬ 
tion centre. 

And the world w T as watching. 

This single act was the symbolic 
gesture which in an instant relieved an 
island of five years of occupation. 

Its re-creation 60 years to the day 
was the high point of a memorable 
weekend as the Navy past and present 
eelehrated liberation with the men 
and women of Jersey and t Guernsey. 

If the Army was seen as the liberator 
on the Continent, then in the Channel 
Islands the Royal Navy brought deliv¬ 
erance in the form ofTask Force 135. 

Fittingly it was the Senior Service 
which led 60th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions: m Jersey assault ship HMS Al¬ 
bion, tanker RFA Gold Rover and 
hah cry protection ships Mersey and 
Tyne; a few miles sway in (Guernsey, 
minehuntcrs Dulvcrton and Cottes¬ 
more. 

And fittingly, too, this was the larg¬ 
est Naval presence in the islands since 
those heady spring days 60 years ago. 
On May 9 1945 - liberation came 
one day late to the islands 
Surg 5/1J Ronald McDon¬ 
ald and S/1 j David Miltn were 
the first men ashore, dashing 
down that quay. They came to 
check on the islanders* health, 
but were greeted and treated 
as liberators. 

“There were deafening 
cheers, the National Anthem 
was sung and the toughest 
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RICHARD HARGREAVES WITNESSED THE COMMEMORATIONS, PICTURES: LA{PHOT) JON HAMLET AND CPO DAVE COOMBS 



I I dp like your hat... The Queen receives a flowery gift from an 
enthusiastic Guernsey youngster in St Peter Port 


wkHitbng Si Aubin’s Bay, hi* 
;randson MHM Ben Gamier, 

The 2Vycar-dd rating norma! - 
v serve* with frigate HMS Mon- 
nouth, hut was Loaned' to Albion 
or the duration of the festivities. 
ETiv? “It’s a big day for our pco- 
>k if* something we're taught 
ibout in schools, it's passed down 
hrough families/' he explained. 
It s been a great weekend." 

For mamlandcrs, it is hard to 
appreciate what May 9 means to 
-hannel Islanders. It’s much more 
han VK Day. 

Bn lorn experienced the horrors 
»t war. but nol occupation, depor- 
alum, starvation. 

So Ljbemtion Day, a* May 9 is 
mown in the islands, is a national 
loliday like no other. 

I jL*cal"[’V bulletins and newspa 
nrs were dedicated almost entire 
\ ui the commemorative events, 
[Tie peel of church hells sounded 
ill da^ long. Moat shop windows 
sere adorned with the national 
md island Mags and imago of 
iberanon. (!in bustling around 
tic narrow St I Iclicr streets Mew 
erscVs standard |ust a* Britons 
h the flag during manor football 
ournaments Chann.cE Islanders 
i*vc got things in perspective .. 

And wherever the veterans SVefil 
i generous, spontaneous. wave ut 
ipplau&c 

At the principal act of remem 
trance* a service in St Lteller's 


I a be ration Square from where 
freedom was proclaimed in 1945, 
hundreds of islanders who en¬ 
dured and survived the Ger¬ 
man occupation gathered to pay 
homage. 

“We had so much to make up 
for,” said liberated islander Ron 
Tierney* 

“There were not enough 
hours in the day. We missed 
singing, dancing, films. 
We could enjoy ourselves 
again." 

The liberation of the islands 
was a bloodless affair; despite a 
German garrison of more than 
TO,000 men, not a single shot w as 
tired.The sole British casualty was 
someone with a sprained wnsi 
And the occupterc? "We all 
got drunk.” recalled Ij Randolf 
Kruger. “For a soldier’s heart it 
was difficult u* accept that the 
British ships were no longer to he 
shot at.” 

If the veteran* w j ere over¬ 
whelmed by their reception in 
1945, todays sailors w j ere sur- 
prised bv the reaction of islander* 
to their presence in 2005 

I Tic ship* companies of Tyne, 
Albion and Mersey made a point 
ot attending service* jersey-wide; 
locals made a point of explaining 
the indignity they suffered during 
toe vcat* of occupation 

“You eon understand whv this 


I 


• A royal welcome: The Queen 
talks to veterans of the liberation 
and (right) freedom past and fu¬ 
ture: Task Force 135 veteran , 
former PO Fred Newton , mfh 
10-year-otd Shaun Channing. 
getting into the liberation spirit 

is of such huge significance/' said 
l A ( dr Jim Ixmlher, GO oi HMS 
T vne 

“We were surprised initially by 
the level of feeling the island at¬ 
tached to our being here, it really 
is quite moving/* 

l"he liberators of Task Force 
I 55 have never forgotten those 
heady day-* in May 1945. Memo¬ 
ries of 2005 will Unger long after 
the strains of the Royal Marines 
Band drifted across St Auhin's Hav 
in Jersey 

“It s marvellous to be invited 
back a great honour/ said Albert 
Vaughan. 

Channel UUndcr* would prob- 
ablv sav the honour wa* all their* 



Mp I ^ 

eventually liberation 

. [ —7T — — r — 



I Liberation: The Union Flag flies once more from St Metier's famous 
*omme d’Or Hotel , May 9 1945 

Ptertunj : Imponai War Museum 


Jngndier A E Snow expecting 
he unconditional German sur- 
ender. 

, Huff meter's representa- 
ive, Kapitanleutnant Armirt 
^immermann wanted only to 
jiscuss terms for an armistice, 
lot sign any unconditional sur- 


He added that British war¬ 
ships so close to the islands 
*as a “provocative act and 
I they lingered they would be 
wed upon. 

Both Brig Snow and Admiral 
Stuart* aware that they were 
n range of Guernsey's mighty 
3at1erie Mfrus, whose 12in guns 


were capable of blowing the 
thin-skinned destroyers out of 
the water, gave the order to sail 
out of range. 

The new German Fuhrer, 
Grossadmiral Karl Donitz* 
ordered Huffmeier to surrender 
however* and the vizeadmiral 
sorrowfully complied* 

Thus at 10pm local time (8pm 
GMT) a signal was received 
by Bulldog advising that 
Generalmajof Siegfried Heine, 
representing the vizeadmiral, 
would meet them at midnight 
at the same rendezvous. The 
signal also guaranteed a safe 
passage to the vessels and the 


services of a German pilot* 

Precisely at midnight, 
Heine was piped aboard! 
Bulldog accompanied by a 
subdued Zimmermann and 
at 7.14am local time on 
Wednesday May 9, Heine 
duly signed the surrender 
document on a table top 
resting on Bulldog's rum 
cask* 

The general major bowed to 
Brig Snow and left Bulldog, 
four years to the day she had 
changed the course of the war* 
As the Germans marched oft 
into captivity. Baron Max von 
Afusess, one of the islands' 
military administrators, made 
a last entry in his journal: “My 
diary must close with this final 
tribute to British fair playG 
Later that same day, the 
British relief force of Operation 
Nest-Egg arrived in the islands 
from Plymouth amid heart-felt 
cheering, flag-waving and wel¬ 
coming kisses* 

Beagle and Bulldog s fame 
did not last long. Both were 
scrapped at Rosyth in January 
1946. Today their names are 
revered in the Channel Islands 
as harbingers of peace after a 
five-year nightmare of war. 

■ With thanks to Jersey histori¬ 
an Peter Tabb, whose A Peculiar 
Occupation: New Perspectives 
on Hitler's Channel Islands 
was published by Ian Allan last 
month* Additional reporting by 
Richard Hargreaves. 


IN a small comer of an immacu- 
latcly-tcnded park, a couple of 
dozen wooden crosses bear tes¬ 
tament to Jersey residents’ grati¬ 
tude. 

RAF' aircrew, soldier*, US sail¬ 
or*. but mostly men of the Senior 
Service and in particular the dead 
of 11MS Charybdis. 

Most arc known only to God. 
A handful were identified. Petty 
Officer F Thomas “To the world 
one, but to us all the world*, the 
simple. moving inscription on hi* 
cross; OS } B RjIcv “Not one dav. 
but every day wx- think oj you/' 

TTie Chary bd is dead were 
washed up tn Jersey and Guernsey 

29 on the former, 2 1 on the lat¬ 
ter during the closing weeks of 
1945* 

No act of resistance demon¬ 
strated where Channel lslancRr*' 
Loyalties lay better than their turn¬ 
out at funerals for the sailors. 

Remarkably, the Germans bur¬ 
ied the sailors wuh full military 
honours. “We honour them as sol¬ 
diers they did their Jury for their 
country/* the military commander 
said magnanimously. 

Guernsey was almost denuded 
of flower* as islander* created 
wreaths to lay on the servicemen's 
grav r es* 

Guernsey man Frank Falla 
observed chat the Germans were 
“almost lost in this great mass of 
passive demonstrator*, who were 
determined that they should be 
left in no douhl where our sympa¬ 
thies and true feeling* lay" 

More than t>0 years later, sail¬ 
or* from HMS Albion paid their 



• Sunset: The Union Flag is hauled down as C dre Jamie Miller. 
RN Regional Officer, fakes the salute from the Band of the Royal 
Marines in St Heliers People's Park 


respects to their forebears with the 
same act of remembrance at the * 
< 'harvbdis graves, 

hiking the salute as he did 
throughout the weekend at cer¬ 
emonies in Guernsey and Jersey 
was Cdrc Jamie Miller, command¬ 
er of Britain's amphibious forces 
during the Iraq war, 

A keen historian, the commo¬ 
dore RN Regional Officer for 
the south-west which includes the 
Ghanncl Islands made a point 
of explaining to Album’s sailors 
the sacrifice* made by ChorybdiG 
crew. 

“If sailors today are afraid going 
into battle, then ] point to exam¬ 
ples like the men of Gharybdis,” 
he explained 


“They were afraid too They 
were the same age. It gives today's 
generation strength to think that 
sailors hasc gone through the same 
experiences before them" 

Cdrc Miller can relate to the 
plight of the cruiser’s ill-fated 
crew. Thrown into the icy Chan¬ 
nel water* in the dead of the night, 
many died of exposure long before 
rescuing destroyers arrtved on the 
scene, 

Forty years later* the commo¬ 
dore lumped into the icy South 
Atlantic w hen HM*S Coventry was 
sunk. Fortunately for the crew it 
was not the dead of night and heli¬ 
copters were on the scene within 
minutes to spare the dettrover 
sailor* the effect* of hypothermia 
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Response to survey 

'disanpointing' 


Aileen’s RNLI medal 
is first for a woman 



THE LATEST altitude survey 
in the Royal Navy indicates 
that there m plenty of pride in 
the Service but the survey 
itself elicited a disappointing 
response. 

The Continuous Altitude 
Survey (( AS) has been taking 
sounding of Na\y morale since 


1989, canvassing views and opin¬ 
ions of sailors and their families 
on a wide range of issues such as 
health and welfare, pay and allow¬ 
ances* accommodation and career 
management. 

The latest surveys, adminis¬ 
tered by QmeiiQ, were sent out 
in September last year, hut the 
response rates were said to be 



• Commodore Carolyn Stait ; Commander Naval Base Clyde, 
presents Rebecca Morrow wtth her prizes 

Fair prize for Rebecca 


THE ANNUAL ( aslant- Fair post¬ 
er competition this year commemo¬ 
rated the 200th anniversary of Tra¬ 
falgar and the death of Nelson. 

More than 500 children 
from 12 primary schools m the 
1 ielvtisbuxgh area entered the con¬ 
test, won by 12-vear-old Rebecca 
Morrow, &i>m St Joseph's Primary 
School, who punted a full-length 
portrait ‘>1 Nelson superimposed 
on elements of today 's Navy. 

Her prizes included a framed 


copy of her poster, a certificate 
entitling her and her family to 
visit a warship of the ITiird Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron, a 
£10 b*H>k token and free entry 
fur her and her family to the 
Lair, which takes place on June 

I at Helensburgh Pier, starting at 

II 30am. 

Among the highlights will be a 
display by the Red Arrows, and 
Type 25 frigate l IMS Westminster 
will be anchored off the pier, 


“disappointing", with 5-1.5 per 
cent of the 1>(K)0 RN recipients 
responding, 25 per cent of the 
1,000 Royal Marines and 25.5 per 
cent of spouses. 

Of those who did respond, 82 
per cent of the Navy and 98 per 
cent of Royals agreed they were 
proud to be part of their organisa¬ 
tion, and half of all RN responders 
reported either good or very good 
levels of morale, w hile 20 per cent 
reported poor morale. 

In the case of the Royal Marines 
t>7 per cent said morale was good 
or very good, with 12 per cent 
reporting it was poor a marked 
improvement on the previous sur 
vcy. 

Security of employment is 
unanimously regarded as ihe top 
area of satisfaction across the 
Navy, accompanied by high levels 
of satisfaction with primary and 
secondary medical care* 

Areas of concern included gap* 
ping and overstretch, with almost 
half of all respondents disagreeing 
with the statement that ‘gapped 
posts are being successfully man¬ 
aged in my unit' 

Job satisfaction was the chid 
reason why sailors stayed with 
the Navy (2N per cent] while job 
satisfaction topped the Ust for the 
Royal Marines. 

Spouses have been surveyed 
since 1995* writh almost 97 per 
cent being female; around 20 per 
cent declared they were not satis¬ 
fied with ‘the overall quality of 
family life in the Service' 

I Tie Director of Naval Life 
\ l an a gemen t, t 'o m modore Ra u I 
Dochcrty, said the gathering of 
this sort ol data now done once 
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a year instead of twice because 
of ‘survey fatigue'* was vita] to 
support current and future policy 
decisions* and that it w f as impor¬ 
tant men anti women took the 
nme to fill in a survey if they are 
sent one. 


THE FIRST lifeboat woman to 
be awarded a Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) medal. 
Helmsman Aiteen Jones of 
Porthcawl lifeboat station, was 
due to receive the Institution's 
Bronze Medal for Gallantry as 
Navy News went to press. 

At the same ceremony - the 
annual Presentation of Awards 
at the Barbican Centre in London 
- Helmsman Gary Barlow of 
Cleethorpes is set to receive the 
Silver Medaf - the second high¬ 
est award. 

Aileen won her award for her 
part in the rescue of two fisher¬ 
men on board the Gower Pnde, 


caught in gales and rough seas 
after suffering engine failure in 
August last year. 

Her boat-handling skills pre¬ 
vented injury or damage in 
“atrocious” conditions as the 
stricken boat was recovered 
and towed to safety* 

Gary's medal was awarded 
for a rescue in February last 
year when a fishing boat's pro¬ 
peller was fouled and the boat 
ran the risk of running aground 
in gales and heavy snow. 

Gary delivered a tow rope 
and, m four-metre seas, pulled 
the trawfer clear of the danger* 
ous surf line. 




• Capf Greg Fenton RM from 6 Assault Squadron Royal Marines meets a local fad (and his action figure) 
while the Squadron practises beach landings on St Ouen Bay , Jersey Picture la<phot) Jon Hamtet 

Day on the beach for Royals 


seas, craggy rocks, 
concrete emplace- 


CHOFT5 
fearsome 
ments. 

All typical obstacles Royal 
Marines might expect to face com¬ 
ing ashore from a Landing craft* 

But not stock ear racers* 
paragliders and land yachts. 

On the sprawling sands of St 
Quod Ray in western Jersey, Royal 
Marines from 6 Assault Squadron 
thundered ashore in armour 
from HMS Albion's landing craft 
against the backdrop of local 
thrill-seekers enjoying a glorious 
Saturday morning. 

Albion* in the Channel Islands 
to mark their liberation from 
Nazi tyranny 60 years ago. took 
advantage of the visit and Jersey's 
beaches to carry out landing exer¬ 
cises. 

The vast bay is watched over 
by fortifications built first to keep 
Napoleon out, then the British 
the (iermans turned the Channel 
Islands into one of the most heav¬ 


ily defended places on earth dur¬ 
ing their five-year occupation. 

Opposed landings today arc 
what the Royals look to avoid* but 
the bay proved ideal for practising 
laving artificial roadway over the 
sand, while the beach recovery 
vehicle the BEAST pushed 
Landing craft back into the sea. 

“This is low-level training, 
but it is still a good opportu¬ 
nity to practise controlling a beach 


something we don't get that 
many chances to do/' said I x Col 
tjcorge Foster, OC 6ASRM. 

“What is particularly rare is to 
do something tike this on such a 
popular beach/' 

The exercise in Jersey was a 
precursor to larger scale land¬ 
ings in the Bristol Channel invulv 
mg Albion and helicopter carrier 
H MS Ocean held in mid-May. 

9 Islands celebrate; pages 14-15 


Cyril Tawney dies aged 74 


A N AVA1 * singer-songwriter whose 
ballads became firm favourites on 
the British folk music scene has 
died at the age of 74. 

Lynl Tawney was bom into a 
Naval family m Gosport in 19 30, 
and he joined the Navy in 1946 as 
an Artificer Apprentice* 

It was during his four-year 
apprenticeship that his talent as a 
singer was recognised. 

In 1957 Gyril caught the eye of 


the BBC and began a new carver 
on TV and radio thought to he 
the only full-time Serviceman to 
ever have his own nationally net¬ 
worked TV show. 

He left the Navy in 1959, and 
an indication of his standing can 
be seen from the fact that the 
bluesy Soil y Free and Easy\ written 
in Portsmouth dockyard in the 
late 50s f was recorded by famous 
artists, including Bob Dylan. 


"DIDO CLASS" CRUISERS 

I, (Kith Seale replica models, hand cast in metal painted and mounted on a wooden plinth 
12 M x3” complete with brass nameplate and hand made gift box* 

HMS Black Prince (illustrated)* Spartan* Bcllona* Royalist* Diadem* Dido* 
Naiad, Euryalus, Hermione, Sirius, Cleopatra, Argonaut, Phoebe* 

Bona venture* Charybdis and Scylla 



To order your model send your name, address and daytime telephone number, 

.dong with vour cheque or credit card derails (visa/mjMcrcard} to: 

Angela Bowler Skvtrex Ltd* Unit l (Tiamwood Business Park, North Road, Lough bo rough, 

Leicestershire LEI 1 ELE Tel: 01509 213789 Fax: 01509 230874 email: salcsKskvtret.com 

■ 

IMTA-St ALLOW t 'P TO 2H DAYS FOR DELIVERY 
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Ex-Wrens 
settle on 
the Rock 

I’Hi FX-V£'RF.NS Association 
nude Gibraltar their destination 
for this year s foreign visit a case 
iit back to the workplace for one 
of the party. 

Several of them had served dur¬ 
ing World War 11, and one served 
a* a telecommunications specialist 
inside the Hock, 

Organiser Catriona Edwards, 
a veteran of many such visits, 
liH*k her charges some over 
years old to all the traditional 
Gibraltar tourist destinations, 
including the siege tunnels and 
the Hundred-Ton Gun, 

They also met members of 
the Navy's Gibraltar Squadron, 
and went on a tour of the Joint 
Operating Centre, from where 
Hisenhower masterminded the 
invasion of North Africa during 
World War II. 


Scottie Yotties • The ship's company of HMS Bulwark on parade during the commissioning ceremony in Devonport 


A GROTP of Scottie Yotties have 
held a reunion on board their 
former ship at Leith, 

The group Graham Smith, 
Jimmy Gould, Tony Kemp, Bill 
[ranter, Boh Anson, Arthur 
Haynes and David Rush forth 
decided to visit HMY Britannia 
tor their own reunion as they 
could not make it io the functions 
down South. 

The Scottie Yotties hope to 
arrange more such events in the 
future. 

Water colours 

AN EXHIBITION of art on the 
themes of sea, river and water was 
held at BKNC Dartmouth as part 
of the College's centenary celebra¬ 
tion*. 

.Wumrmi- Reflections included 
work by the Prince of Wales, and 
the event coincided with the Dart 
Music l\“sbvil 



Medics association 
has new standard 


i HE thriving RN Medical Branch 
killings and Sick Berth StaffAsso- 
Clarion has dedicated a new stand¬ 
ard at St Luke’s Church* Haslar, 

The standard was donated by 
serving members of the branch, 
and Li j. c service conducted by 
the Rev 1 Hill, Chaplain to the 
Royal Hospital Haslar and Port 
Blockhouse. 

Hie branch can trace its his¬ 
tory back to 1597, when men 
were assigned to assist the Barber 
Surgeons on board fighting ships, 
an arrangement which was for¬ 
malised m 1833, 

I Tie Sick Berth Branch itself 
was formed in 1884, and the tide 
changed to the Medical Branch 
in 1995. 
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• The new Association standard 
is tfedreafed a/ Hastar 


Bulwark joins 





THE NAVY’S newest ship, 
HMS Bulwark, joined sister 
HMS Albion in the Meet after 
a commission mg ceremony in 
Devonport* 

During the ceremony on the 
jetty, the amphibious assault ship’s 
sponsor, E adv Victoria W alker* 
defied the threatening ram clouds 



• A famthar sight in Portsmouth - but this time one of the tugs was 
bowing out. Escorted by Bustler and Powerful, the 248-ton Dog-class 
tug Setter (foreground) is being sold after 36 years of sterling serv¬ 
ice. most recently as part of the marine services contract undertaken 
by Serco-Denholm Ltd , whose contract manager Jan Burgess said it 
was "a sad day to see her go" Sister ships Sheepdog * Spaniel, Husky 
and Saluki continue to work in Portsmouth, Devonport and Faslane . 


to inspect the guard and several 
platoons from the ship’s company. 

Lady Walker's husband. Chief 
of Defence Staff Gen Sir Mike 
Walker, also attended. 

HMS Bulwark’s Commanding 
Officer, Capt Jerry Stanford, 
read a commissioning warrant 
from Commander- 1 n-Chief Fleet 
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band and 
a short service of dedication was 
Conducted by the Chaplain of the 
Fleet, ihe Ven Barry Hammett. 

The youngest member of the 
ship’s company, 17-vear-old OM 
Jodi Flaittl, and l^adv Walker 
jointly cut the commissioning 
cake, made by the ship's caterers. 

A ceremonial tlv-past was made 
by an RAF Chinook helicopter 
from RAF Odiham. 

At the end of the ceremony 
Capt Stanford presented l *.idv 
Walker with an original watercol¬ 
our panning of the ship* painted 
by renowned Naval ship painter 
Men^n Pearson from the Isle of 
Wight. 

Each member of the ship’s com¬ 
pany ha* also been given a limned 
edition copy of this ship’s portrait 
□s a memento* 


At 18,500 tons HMS Bulwark 
is capable of earning up to 700 
Royal Marines and 60 vehicles, 
from trucks to battle tanks. 

Since arriving in Devonport in 
July last year she has been undergo¬ 
ing sea mate and training in prepa¬ 
ration for operations next year, 

She now begins a formal pn>- 
gramme of training under the staff 
of Flag Officer Sea Framing at 
Devonport. 


specialist legal advice 
to forces personnel 


personal injury claims 
family problems 
house purchases 
wills 

police interview 
courts martial 



i *£> • 


Nigel Bum and Gilbert Blades 
are wed known for their Courts 
Martial expertise throughout 
the UK and Europe. 

o «oWicm or 
0-m*by 01473 2*7676 
CMvpn 01473 0*1285 
Uv* 01507 606101 

01307 527521 


contact 

Nigel Burn or T<jpn Butcher 
Bonk Street Lincoln LN2 1 OR 

Teh 01522 512345 

between 9am 3 3 5pm or Mahtafy 
Duciphne Mo"en only contact NugeJ tk*n 
Mob 07775 SdQGOe oher 6p<* 

wvsrw wilkinchapman co.uk 

wilkin chapman 
epton blades 

solicitors 


LEADING in LAW rN LINCOLNSHIRE 
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‘Salary sacrifice’ 
delayed in MOD 


- Limited offer to Navy News readers 

- 25% saving on RAC membership plus free Joint Cover" 

- Cover as a driver or passenger in any vehicle 


Call 


DT0070 


NAVAL personnel may have read 
articles in the press or seen Gov- 
emment-spon sored communica¬ 
tion* leaflets on schemes set up 
by the Government that allow em¬ 
ployee* to purchase a cheap com¬ 
puter, make substantial saving* 
on a new bike, and benefit from 
l h ildcare vouchers, 

Each scheme is funded by an 
individual who makes a 1 Salary 
Sacrifice’, which enables them to 
gain tax breaks from government 
initiatives 

The sacrifice is made on a vol¬ 
untarily basis to benefit from these 
and other type of schemes. 

Ihe schemes work by money 
being Sacrificed’ from the service 
person * gross pay before National 
Insurance Contributions are taken 
i*ut by the Inland Revenue* 
Unfortunately, the introduction 
of these initiatives through the 
MOD has been delayed because of 
the rnll-oul of the Joint Personnel 
Administration (JPA) system, 
which administer the pay system. 

To ensure that JPA is imple¬ 
mented on time a JPA “Chill” pre 
eludes the MOD providing access 
io a Salary Sacrifice scheme before 
the Army JI*A implementation, 
w hich is forecast for 2007. 

Additionally, for members of 


the new Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme* which is being introduced 
from Last April, Inland Revenue 
consent will need to be obtained 
for the addition ot the new rules, 
permitting Salary Sacrifice for 
the schemes to be disregarded for 
pension purposes. 

This process will require 
authority by Parliament Counsel 
and may lake up to ft months to 
be approved. 

The Home Computing Initiative 
IK I) is a concession launched by 
the DTI that allows employers to 
offer employees loaned computer 
equipment for private use at home. 

PCs can be purchased for 
up to 40 per cent less than 
cost price via the tax break. 

Under the HCI the employer 
arranges for a specialist compa¬ 
ny to bulk-buy computers, then 
leases them to employees over a 
three-year period. 

ITie payment is deducted from 
the pay packet every month, but 
without any tax or NIC paid. 

At the end of the scheme there 
is a one-off payment* typically 
about £50* and the computer 
come* off the lease and becomes 
the property of the buyer 

The bike scheme differs in how 


it is managed hut the outcome is 
the same; benefit from a tax break- 
(’.hiIdeate vouchers are a mech¬ 
anism for paying for childcare 
either via a paper voucher redeem¬ 
able by the provider, or electroni¬ 
cally* and are just one part of a 
wider MoD Childcare strategy. 

Vouchers are offered by employ¬ 
ers either a* an additional benefit 
- salarv plus - or through a salary 
sacrifice arrangement w hereby an 
employer and employee agree to 
vary the employee’* terms and 
conditions to reduce their entitle¬ 
ment to cash pay in return for 
childcare vo uehers. 

Vouchers arc likely to be admin¬ 
istered by a voucher provider, for 
a fee* 

To gam the tax and NIC 
exemptions the employer must 
offer vouchers to all staff or all 
stall at a particular location where 
the scheme operates. 

lax and NIGs-free vouchers 
can only be used to pay for regis¬ 
tered or approved childcare* 

Ei is undersold that service 
personnel may be frustrated by 
the impact of the JPA freeze, 
but the Director of Naval Life 
Management is actively pursu¬ 
ing the issue and seeking ways to 
improve the situation. 
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PICTURES tell a thousand 
words, so they say. 

Wu doubt there are any 
words which capture the 
gratitude and delight of 
youngsters at Our Lady 
of Guadclupc School 
in the Sierra Leone 
town of Lunsar as 
seen here. 

Sailors from HMS 
Portland spent four 
days renovating the 
run-down school, 
wishing they could haw 
done more, and left hum- 
hied by ihe expel lcnce. 

When ihe first Portland sailors 
reached the school a good two 
hours' drive from the ship in the 
capital Freetown they realised 
tliC task ahead of them, 

"The school was in a very 
run-down state broken walls, 
doors hanging from their hinges 
and filthy classrooms covered in 
grime," said weapon engineer 
officer 1 x FJr Andy Rayner 

In spile of the heat and humidi¬ 
ty, i hi: Portland'task 1 , 'fce quickly 
got to grips with cleaning, paint¬ 
ing and fixing whatever needed 
mending. 

A wall was demolished to make 
the playground safe, and the 
rubble used to create an impro¬ 
vised road to the school, which 
is attended by more than l,SOP 
children. 

The youngsters were on hol¬ 
iday when sailors from the 
ship, based «n Devonporl 
and currently on South At¬ 
lantic patrol duties, arrived 
- and couldn’t help encour¬ 
aging the sailors, 

“It wasn't just renovation that 
was needed/' Lt tMr Rayncr 
explained. 

“ Hie school was badly luck¬ 
ing basic equipment such as 
books, stationery, toys, tables and 
chairs,” 


Friends and families of Portland s crew 
had collected items prior to the frigate's 
deployment; the only limit to generosity 
was the constraint placed by space 
on the warship, 

CO Cdr Sieve Allen and chip’s 
doctor Stirg 1 x Cdr Mur;hew Turner 
Ilcw T in via Pori hind's Lynx it 
was the fir r helicopter many of 
the hildren hud Seen and the 
tuner officer set up a makeshift 
clinic. 

"Having spent time in 
Africa as a medical student, [ 
w as expecting all sorts of exotic 
tropical diseases/' *aid Surg Lt 
Cdr Turner. 

“1 actually saw similar problems 
to those in the UK although l made 
a very unexpected diagnosis of muscular 
dystrophy in three teenage brothers,** 
Teams of 25 from the frigate worked 
for four days solidly some sailors volun¬ 
teered to return despite completing their 
‘stint* 

"TTiis was a most amazing experience/' 
said CFO ‘Haz’ Sullivan. 

“It was the children which made 
it so worthwhile. 

“We gave them some 
sweets, kicked a football 
around and chatted to 
them. They were so friend¬ 
ly and appreciative. In 18 
years’ service, f have never 
felt anything like this/' 

Portland's aid effort wasn't 
confined, to Lunsar, Crew also 
visited Cardiff Preparatory School 
m Freetown named after the 
destroyer which visited six years 
ago. 

Fundraising by Cardiff and St 
Petcr*s Catholic Primary School 
in Waicrlooville raised suffi¬ 
cient funds for a generator, and 
Portland promptly delivered ihe 
much-needed piece of kit, 

“Ti was undoubtedly a most 
memorable week for my people," 
said Cdr Allen. “They will long 
remember Sierra l cone as a place 
where they were able to make a 
real differenceT 


Lunsar 


• Helping hands: (Clockwise from above) A cuddle for one 
youngster from OM(W) Chrissy Edwards: the art of using the 
stethoscope as demonstrated by Surg Lt Cdr Matthew Turn¬ 
er on one Lunsar youngster; pupils show their gratitude; and 
another cuddle, this time from OM(W) Stef Jarvis 

Pictures. LJWPtiotJ Lias hidden, FflPU(E) 



SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt 
ACCOMMODATION; For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex, serving personnel and FLN.A, members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS; We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth D1752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


CA NTERU URY HOTEL 
SOUTH SEA 

irM'ir t ,1 m rr huryhaifixfottp. rum 

R ES E K VAT ions 

023 9229 3136-023 9282 1508 

* floom. Bod & Breakfast from 

£24 00 a night 
* Modern, Comfortable 
Accommodation Close to Sea Front 

* 16 En Surle Rooms Available 

* Book Online - 

Limited Car Parking Space Available 


^TORQUAY# 
Westgate Hotel 


* Licensed Bar ETB 

* Family rooms available 

* Close lo seafront + shops 

* H/C. Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) £ Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 295350 
Fax: 01803 213710 


NARROW BOAT FOR HIRE 


HMS HERON 1 * Narrow Boat ‘SUNDOWNER* is available for 
hire to all serving personnel from all ship* and establishments. 

It it moored on the Kennet & Avon Cirtal \z HilpcflOfL. 

Fwjrthcast Trowbridge. It has six berths {two 
doubles usd two singles), shower fjalnj«. Rush heads, 
* well equipped jfilleyj'kwnge area and is centrally 
hated throughout It is admin titered by volunteers 
on behalf of HMIS HERON Central Fund. For Further 
details contact 

the Narrow Boat Booking Officer 

WO I John FANNING at RNASYcovilton 
on Mil;93SlQ 6Q98 t BT;01935 45*098. 
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The Sunray Hotel 

Plymouth 

, /// sixits of An ummodatton 
Singir Rooms from AJ*25iX) 
f entrully located 
Full English Breakfast 
Family Run 
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JMD PROPERTY LETTING 

PROPERTIES IN SCOTLAND 


Do you have properties 
sitting vacant? 

If so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 


Tel: 01436 831 272 

Ww.v.jmct pmMrlylGtliiig.co.ii 


BRHTANNY, VILLAGE NKAR 
REDON. H&» owned and run 

bv Ancient Mariners. Central for 

# 

Sightseeing, t louxchuntirtg. livening 
mej! available. Phone lan or Marilyn 
0033 (0) I 00 70 OH 42 
Email: grahams a wanudoo.fr. 

Vi rh: http: // pc no. nan adno.fr> ra h a rti v 


CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 
ON OUR WEBSITE? 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience I 
To find out more contact; 
Sheila Thompson 

023 9275 6951 

www, navy news co.uk 


Rooms or Property to let? Contact our advertising team on 023 9272 5062 023 9272 4226 :023 9275 6951 


ALU N K U M A PA KTM ENTS 
& VILLAS 

frum £120 Ut £4130 per week* 

Ail (lie usual holiday fact lilies 
available & transfers hi Turkey. 
Assistance in finding cheap High tv 

Call Sieve; 02392 551047 
or e ina i 1 :rcn la smjpmpcrtv.com 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
110E \ND SEAFRONT 

i riendh guesi house, (TV's. Tea 
( nllcc, (\H., mostly cn suite. 

Push 4 poster Parking. From £18 p.p. 

Kdgoinibe (iuest House 

50 Pier Street, West Hoc 
Tel 01752 660675 
I -mail hawton a clara.co. uk 




ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 

to and former 

of t4e 'Havy and Tftawtej 

Accommodation * Leisure Facilities - Bars and Restaurant 

Afi 3t attractive prices. 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family & Associate membership available 
Now licensed for the Marriage Ceremony 
Royal Sailors' Home Cl life, Oueeo Street. Portsmouth, PQ13H$ 

TEL: 023 9282 4231 FAX: 023 9229 3496 

email: 5ailors@homedub.fsnel.co.uk 
web site: www.homedub.fsnetco.uk 
HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN I « 




Plymouth 

Chester Guest House 

Stuart Road. I'tfimvv^mc^uick 

01752 663706 

10-bftln™ ^v^cHy %hcin wall fjTijR 
lUtitm nenlre ") ;y;!r. jTl* Jih* ["nm ii,v fci, 

CTVTnCt^Tec. Seam Jerking Ginkfl. 
Unuul: info a u h L-^rply mouth.coaik 

~ fu^TEJ ih -1 ILtfalfW " 

WI:Ek w Vf vv.c li c rp] y mou th.co.uk 


PLYMOUTH 

nr Seafront 

All rooms etvsuiic. CT\\ tca/coUcu 
Cos) loLmgc/lwr Parking 
from L20pp 

Caraneai Hotel 

] 2 M Pier St.West Hoc 
Tel/Fax 01752 663589 
email: L.ir.incjlhotdCf?htnm.iil,ciJm 


Navy News Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold through this fjaper, 
simply return it to us unused with in 14 days and we will replace it free of charge 

or issue a full refund (including postage) 

This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights 

Navy News NoticeTo Readers 

The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of 
any advertisement or for any loses suffered by any readers as a result. Readers 
are strongly recommended to make Their own enquiries and seek appropriate 
commercial* legal and financial advice before sending any money or entering 

into any legally binding agreement. 
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Gales sailors will enjoy 


NELSON'S blood has b eon 
downed by the Navy for dec¬ 
ades. 

Now add Nelson's beer 
to the menu. 

Hampshire brew¬ 
ery George Gale has 
‘invented’ Trafalgar 
200 ale - more than 
just a beer; each 
bottle comes with 
a commemorative 
certificate. 

The bottled beer 
has (so we’re told} 
a barley wine style 
with a well-round* 
ed character and 
improves with age. 

It's available from 
Gale's on 023 9257 1212 or 
iyww, ga les.c o, u k 

There’s a nautical flavour to 
the brewery's output presently. 
Also rolling out of the Homdean 
aJemakers is Seafarers Ale 


which will see 5p from every 
pint sold go to swell the 
Seafarers UK's (formerly KGFSJ 
sea-chest. 

Both tipples will be 
on sale at the Inter¬ 
national Festival of 
the Sea at Port¬ 
smouth. 

"From our home 
base at Homdean, 
we have a strong 
connection with 
the sea and our 
latest nautical of¬ 
fering will now ce¬ 
ment our connec¬ 
tion wrth the sea as 
well as help support 
a very worthwhile char¬ 
ity,” said Derek Beaves, 
Head of Marketing at Gale's. 

Seafarers Ale will be avail¬ 
able via the trade to Gale's out¬ 
lets and freehouses across the 
south from early June. 


Ok in RN 


Ignominy of 

Nelson’s 

desertion 

NO, not that one... 

Rather 29-year-old John 
Nelson who deserted in 
February 1806 after collecting 
prize money of £1 17s 8d from 
his role in HMS Tennant at 
Trafalgar. 

It 's just one fact uncovered 
by historians Pamela and Derek 
Ayshford who have spent a 
quarter of a century in the 
archives to create the definite 
Trafalgar roll’ 

The roll, which can now 
be viewed at the Royal Naval 
Museum in Portsmouth, pro¬ 
vides details of the 18,000 
sailors in the British Fleet in 
the decisive clash off Cadiz on 
October 21 1805, 

Among other facts revealed 
by the Ayshfords' indefatigable 
research are; 

• 26 nations were repre¬ 
sented in the British force 
- approximately one in 10 
sailors was a non-Brit 

• 4,000 sailors were drawn 
from Ireland; 7,000 from 
England 

• One in six men was press- 
ganged into service 

• 274 boys aged ten-14 
served with the Fleet 

• The oldest sailor on 
the British side was HMS 
Victory's purser Walter 
Burke aged 69 

• Nine Nelsons fought with 
the Fleet 

The roll, part of a permanent 
display in the Victory Gallery, 
can be searched, with details 
(where available) of a sailor’s 
age, ship, birthplace, injuries 
sustained and career provided. 

Another database now 
available at the museum in 
Portsmouth’s Historic Dockyard 
is Patrick Manone's ‘Complete 
Navy List' 

The Belgian historian has 
compiled details of the entire 
officer corps between 1793- 
1815 - the duration of the 
Napoleonic Wars. 

Unlike the present-day Navy 
List, which provides the spars¬ 
est of details, M Maricnc's roll 
includes details of an officer's 
career. 

The Ayshford s database is 
also available on a CD-Rom 
for computers from the RN 
Museum shop on 023 9282 
6682 priced £35. 


THE: Njvy will hdp youngsters 
across thv land to improve fitness 
levels after designing a course for 
them. 

Students from Si John’s 
College in Soulhsea tried out 
the fitness programme set down 
hy the Directorate oi Naval 
Recruiting. 

With obesity levels on the rise 
in the UK* DNR has seen a cor¬ 
responding increase in the num¬ 
bers failing the KN s pre- 
htTicss test. 

Poicnufil sailors are required 
to complete a 2.4km run on □ 
treadmill within a set time (men 
1 2m 20s and women 11m 45s for 
the U24s). 

As a result, a fitness package 
lor youngsters has been devised 
hi help schools plan their GCSE 
physical education teaching and 
learning. 

The computer-based fitness 
schedule includes video footage 
and student worksheets. 

Around 80 pupils at St John's 
used the resource to help them 
towards their GCSEs, 

“The college has a close rela¬ 
tionship with the Royal Navy," 
said head of PH Brian Saunders. 

"Many of our pupils have 
either gone into the Service or 
are currently aiming to - the 
professionalism and dedication 
of the RN is the sort of positive 
role model many of our students 
aspire to * 1 

[lie CD-Rom will be avail¬ 
able to schools nationwide 
from September, Details from 
royalnavy rsohools.co.uk 

Register interest 
in historic ships 

HISTORIC ship enthusiasts now 
have additional information on 
Britain's most treasured vessels 
- and those most at risk from 
the breaker's yard or elements. 

The National Historic Ships 
Committee has revamped the 
internet site which provides 
del ails of the vessels nautical 
experts consider vital for pos¬ 
terity. 

More than 1,200 vessels are 
included on the register - the 
UK enjoys the largest collection 
of historic ships and boats in 
the world. 

The revamped register 
includes details such as 
designer, builder, dimensions, 
present location and images. 

It also features news affect¬ 
ing histone craft, lists vessels 
’at risk’ and reveals details of 
public and private bodies hand¬ 
ing out money to restoration 
projects. 

A new feature on the site 
allows owners of historic ves¬ 
sels to submit applications to 
join the register. 

The website can be found at 
www.nhsc.org.uk 


THE first ships are 
already on their way for 
this month’s gathering of 
international naval might 
in the Solent to mark 
the 200th anniversary of 
Trafalgar. 

Vessels from South Korea and 
Japan set sail from their respec¬ 
tive homelands at the beginning of 
May bound for Spithead on June 
28 and The International Fleet Re¬ 
view. 

Warships from 35 nations are 
due to attend the event 16 more 
than the last rime men o' war gath¬ 
ered for Her Majesty at the RN's 
traditional anchorage in 1677 to 
mark her Silver Jubilee, 

Japan is sending destroyer JDS 
Yuugiri a ship which can Trace 
her lineage back to the UK in 
1896, when the first vessel to bear 
the name was built in a British yard 
before sailing for the Far Hast. 

South Korea is sending brand- 
new frigate ChungmugongYi Sun- 
Shin and auxiliary Chun Jee. 

Fifty six Royal Navy and Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary ships are partaking 
in the spectacle, led hy flat-tops 
HMS Invincible and Illustrious 
and the newest vessel in the Sen¬ 
ior Service invent orv* assault ship 
HMS Bulwark, 

In all, 160 ships will take part 
in the review - modem warships 
and historic sailing vessels and a 
sail past hy 100 private small boats 
will also take place. 

The review will begin at 1 pm on 
Tuesday June 28 and last for about 
two hours. It will be concluded by 
a fly and sail past. A 90-minute 
air display will begin at 5.30pm 
before a son et iumicrc light show 
recreating a period naval clash and 
firework display to bring the cur¬ 
tain down on the day. 

See wvAvdrafalgar200.com for 
details. 

Meanwhile, youngsters across 
the land are being invited to make 
figureheads as part of this years 
commemorations of victory at 
Trafalgar, 

Not elaborately carved figure¬ 
heads, but papier-mache models, 
the best of which will be displayed 
at the International Festival of the 
Sea at the end of this month. 

The figureheads, harking hack 
to the days of sail, stand up to 
one and a half metres (five feet) 
tall and have been provoked by 
Trafalgar 200 organisers to stimu¬ 
late interest in all things nautical 
at an early age. 

Appropriately, pupils from 
Admiral l^rrd Nelson School in 
Portsmouth were invited to set the 
ball rolling. 

“Most of the children had a 
general gist of the era and figure¬ 
heads. but researching This they've 
been surprised by how elaborate 
they were - and how difficult to 
make/' said Paul Fox-Williams, 


Mary Rose finished... virtually 


• Play up. HMS Pompey.„ Capt 
Steve Bramley t Trafalgar 200 's 
director of marketing* with pu¬ 
pils from Admiral Lord Nelson 
School and their figurehead 
creation modelled on a local 
football fan 

Picture: U\(PI>qT) Grtsqq Macrcady, 

FRPU[E1 

head of art at the school, 

"They’ve loved making these 
and gained a lot from ii. It's been 
a brilliant idea.” 

Four teen-year-old Alistair 
Smyth, a self-confessed naval but!, 
added: 'Tin quite interested in the 
era, so 1 knew quite a lot about fig¬ 
ureheads. I've always found them 
quile haunting the way Their eyes 
seem to follow you. 

“'It’s been a lot fun, especially 
working as a team to build them." 

The contest is open to eight to 
14-year-olds, taking their inspira¬ 
tion from real ships past and pres¬ 
ent or fantasy vessels. 

The ten best figureheads will 
go on display at the festival in 
Portsmouth Naval Base, alongside 
traditional heads created by the 
Navy's master craftsmen in days 
of yore. 

The overall winning design 
will earn its creators tickets to 
The October 2i event in Trafalgar 
Square which will bring the cur¬ 
tain down on The year’s com¬ 
memorations. 

Details are available from 
www,seeandlenm.co.uk or 02 ^ 
9272 3890* 


THIS is how the world's 
most famous Tudor warship 
should look to visitors in half 

a dozen years. 

Bosses of the Mary Rose 
Trust have picked an ’inside 
out' approach for the design 
of a new museum hall to house 
Henry VIII’s flagship. 

Architects Wilkinson Eyre and 
Pringle Brandon have created 
a hi-tech design to cradle the 
remains of Mary Rose, with a 
virtual glass hull simulating the 
missing section of the ship, 

Deck galleries will run down 
the length of the ship in layers, 
corresponding to the original 
decks in the ship. 

There will also be exhibition 
space at the end of the dry dock 
which has been the wreck's 
home since she was raised from 
the bed of the Solent 23 years 
ago. 

The project to preserve the 
historic timbers by spraying 
them with a sort of wood ‘poly- 
filla' before drying them out is 
nearing completion. 

That will finally allow visitors 
to see Mary Rose up close, 
rather than from behind panes 
of glass as they have done since 
she was raised. 

And it will also allow the trust 
to locate the ship and some 
of the thousands of artifacts 


• To hull and back: An artist's impression of the new-look museum 
for Henry VttVs flagship, which will remain in her present dry dock 


recovered from her wreck site 
together for the first time since 
the warship sank in battle with 
the French in 1545* 

At present the hull and his¬ 
toric items are split between 
two buildings a quarter of a mile 
apart. 

As part of the revamp of the 
ship hall, extra exhibition space. 


an educational centre, shop* 
restaurant and conservation 
displays will also be created. 

The goal is to open the new 
museum in 2011 - the 500th 
anniversary of Mary Rose's 
maiden voyage. 

The £20m cost of the project 
will be met by fundratsing and 
lottery cash hopefully. 
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Size 440 x 560mm £85*00 

Si/v 590 x 740mm £135.00 
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*1 bet he + s been watching that Apprentice programme!' 



Remembering 

Canada’s 

‘Unknown 

Navy’ 

V A #H1EN a reader in Calgary. Alberta returned our read- 
\f \ / ership survey form (we've had 6,000 back so far) 
If V be enclosed a printed slip The Facts About Wars in 
Which Canadians Fought 

This revealed that some 1,136.316 Canadian personnel 
served in World! War II, of which 44,893 gave their lives, 
some 1,146 ot them merchant seamen. 

As we approach the 60th anniversary of the end of the 
war, it is appropriate to recognise the immense - and 
somewhat overlooked - contribution the Dominion made 
to victory. 

Taking the merchant service alone, in World War II 
Canada actually operated the world's fourth largest mer 
chant fleet, almost all of it built in Canadian shipyards, En 
construction of the 10.000 ton Park and Fort ships, which 

B became Canada's wartime standard ships, records in pro¬ 
ductivity were achieved (though unfortunately overshad¬ 
owed by the better publicised United States Liberty ship 
programme), 

Britain's Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of War Transport Sir Arthur Salter described this effort as 
‘magnificent and ‘one of the most remarkable things in the 
history of the British Commonwealth'. 

Vet it was still the ‘Unknown Navy’ - and at the end of 
hostilities it was unceremoniously dissolved 

During wartime, the merchant seamen were the fourth 
arm of the Services. 

But by 1948 they had undergone a quick image change, 
transformed from heroes to anonymous troublemakers 
hindering the shipping industry. 

And once the fleet was gone, the wartime Canadian mer¬ 
chant sailors vanished from the public consciousness. 

Only with the mounting in the late 1980s of a campaign 
to gam official recognition for them as veterans did they 
begin to move out from the obscurity of nearly 50 years, 

• Robert G. Halford s The Unknown Navy, based partly 
on his own wartime experiences, was published by Vanwell 
Publishing Ltd, St Catherines, Ontario in 1995 

Corps diplomatique 

WHEN a fres chic et charmante public relations officer 
of the Marine National© called in at Navy News she was 
asked what the French had to celebrate about the 200th 
anniversary of Trafalgar, 

Quick as a flash - and with the sweetest smile - she 
responded: "The death of Nelson?" 

Good answer, wasn't it? Served us right, too. 


All mod cons 


A TREASURE trove of Royal 
Navy documents dating back 
to the 16th century was off** 
cially opened at Portsmouth 
Naval Base by First Sea lord 
Admiral Sir Alan West. 

The Naval Historical Branch, 
which comprises 120,000 
records, outgrew premises in 
Great Scotland yard, Whitehall 
and has moved to a converted 
TBth century store house. 

The branch's new Grade 2 
listed home includes climate- 
controlled storage to help 
preserve important archived 
material and a reading room 
which is open to the public 
by appointment. The Cl .4m 
conversion was carried out by 
Havant firm Henry Jones. 

Among documents in the 
collection are Captain Cook's 
original chart of Newfoundland 
and ancient atlases by 
Grteiius, Ptolemy, Steele and 
Mercator. 

More bizarre items include 
references to the navy’s 
attempt to train seagulls to 
defecate on enemy peri¬ 
scopes and the amount of 
nitro-glycerine capable of 
being extracted from lard. 

The archive also includes 
the Admiralty Library - a col¬ 
lection of more than 160,000 
Naval books gathered over 
the past 200 years. 

The material allows the 
branch to provide historical 
advice to the RN, Ministry of 
defence and other govern¬ 
ment departments, academ¬ 
ics and Parliament. It also pro¬ 
vides histoncal information to 
assist in the making of naval 
and defence policy - a point 
underlined by Admiral West, 
who referred to the RNHB’s 
origins in Naval intelligence in 
World war J. 

Advising the media, in par¬ 
ticular documentary makers, 
has also become a feature 
of the branch's varied work. 
Recent BBC series on the 
Battle of the Atlantic and 
Dunkirk had an important 
helping hand from the RNHB's 
11 full-time staff. 

• NEW HOME: First Sea 
Lord A dm/rat Sir A fan West 
and Jenny Wraight of the 
Royat Navai Historicat Branch 
examine one of the RNHB s 
treasures newfy stored at 
Portsmouth 



























































‘Even if we all went at ten knots, I 
should not think it fast enough!’ 
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After a dramatic chase across the 
Atlantic, Nelson has finally caught up with 
the French and Spanish fleet in the West 
Indies. Our special correspondent Colin 
White is still on board the admiral’s flag¬ 
ship HMS Victory - and this is his eve-of- 
battle report 


HMS Victory, Barbados, 5 
June 1805 


A T LONG last, 
we are within a 
few hours of the 
French and Span¬ 
ish Combined 


Fleets. Tomorrow, or the next 
day at the latest, we will fight 
the battle for which we have all 
been waiting anti planning for 
so long and I hope very soon 
u> be able to send you a report 
of a great victory. 

Hut the past few weeks have also 
been quite remarkable in their own 
way anti vo, just in ease anything 
happens to me. I am sending this 
account of our extraordinary voy¬ 
age we have just completed. 

We arrived here off Barbados 
yesterday, 4 June, having made the 
vovage from Cape St Vincent in 
just over three weeks - an amaz¬ 
ingly quick passage, considering 
that the fleet is made up mostly 
of slow battleships, some of them 
badly in need of a refit. 

One in particular, HMS Superb, 
commanded by Captain Richard 
Keats, has been on continuous 
service in the Mediterranean with¬ 
out a major dockyard repair since 
LHOI. And it shows. She has tagged 
behind the fleet and, on occasions, 
she has sailed on under full sail 
even at night so as not to hold us 
up any more, 

Lord Nelson was on deck for 
most of the lime. He hardly ever 
seemed to sleep whatever time 
l went up on deck to check our 
progress, I always found him there, 
pacing on the quarterdeck or poop. 
Occasionally he asked me to join 
him on these walks and explained 
to me w hat was going on. 

Once, when the Superb was 
close to us with every' possible sail 
set and the trailing weed quite 
dearly visible around her water¬ 
line, he said with a laugh: “Captain 
Keats will he fretting himself into 
a fever, worrying that he is slowing 
us down. But l know the Superb 
docs all that is possible for a ship 
to accomplish*" 

I commented that we seemed to 
be flying along, “However that may 
be. he replied, “even if w e all went 
at ten knots 1 should nop think it 
fast enough!" 


• Dr Cofin White is Deputy 
Director of the Royal Naval 
Museum and is currently sec¬ 
onded to the National Maritime 
Museum, where he is Guest 
Curator for the Museums major 
exhibition. Nelson & Napoleon 
(July 7 - November 13% 

His latest book. Nelson - the 
New Letters was published 
in April and has already been 
acclaimed by the critics. His 
next, Nelson the Admiral, pub¬ 
lished in association with the 
Poyaf Navy and with a foreword 
by the First Sea Lord, comes out 
in September 

Chaplain Scott told me that the 
admiral had also been buss at work 
on his battle plan. I understand 
that, normally, he would have held 
a council of war with his captains 
before any battle, but (hat was 
not possible this lime. We were 
constantly under way and he did 
not want to hold up the progress of 
the fleet, even for an hour, to allow 
the captains to come across to the 
flagship by boat. 

ITiert, about a week ago, he 
came up with an ingenious solu¬ 
tion. My friend Ll William Ramni 
was officer of the watch and he 
sent a message, telling me to come 
on deck if I wanted to see some¬ 
thing interesting. 

By the lime 1 reached the poop 
the frigate HMS Amazon (com¬ 
manded by William Parker, the 
young captain with whom 1 paid 
my visit to Maddalcna hack in 
March) had stationed herself on 
the Victory A weather bow. 

She then dropped a boat which 
came alongside the Victory. A 
large waterproof dispatch bag was 


• FULL SAIL: Victory and Squadron in fight airs, from The Marine Art of Geoff Hunt (Conway £30). A tot of sail area was required to 
shift a ship of the tine tike the Victory, disptacing around 3,000 tons. Neison s fleet's three week Atfant/c crossing was a remarkabie 
achievement, given that most of it consisted of slow battleships. When the wind was tight extra lightweight sails called stunsai/s were 
rigged out on each side on long booms and these gave a huge spread of canvas, if Victory had set main stun sails on both sides she 
would have spanned over 170ft across. 


passed down into the boat and 
Chaplain Scott, who had also come 
to watch the manoeuvre, told me it 
contained a copy for each captain 
of Nelson s battle plan. 

As we watched, Parker dropped 
the Amazon back until she was on 
the Victory 's Ice quarter. So, when 
ihe boat cast off from the flagship 
all that the midshipman steering 
it had to do was to allow j| to fall 
back alongside the frigate. 

Parker then manoeuvred his 
ship until she was on the weath¬ 
er bow of our next astern, HMS 
Canopus, the flagship of the see- 
ond in command, Rear Admiral 
Thomas Louis* 

Once again, the boat dropped 
hack unlit it was alongside and we 
saw the letter being handed up 
white the Amazon mined to the 
pick up position. 

And so it went on for each of 
the ten battleships. I am no! much 
of a sailor myself but, even to ms 
inexpert eye, it looked like a simply 
superb piece of seamanship and 
ship-handling. 

All this time we were still not 
certain that the French and Spanish 
were ahead of us. But then, tin 
June 3, we fell in with two British 
merchant ships and their skippers 
told us that the enemy had arrived 
just over two weeks before. That 
means we have gained an incred¬ 
ible thiruen days on them on our 
crossing! 


Wr 

▼ ▼ in 


icn l first came on 
board the Victory 
1 expected that 1 
would be W'riring 
mostly about bat¬ 
tles and about the way our sail¬ 
ors light their ships. Bub thinking 
over the past six months, I realise 
that [ have spent most of my time 
willing about seamanship, 'Him is 
what gives us the edge over our 
opponents. 

The ncvl day, June 3, we reached 
Barbados hi find the whole island 
in arms and the army commander. 
General Sir William Myers, wait¬ 
ing for us w ith 2,000 troops, which 
he immediately offered to embark 
in our ships, Scarcest? had we 
dropped anchor than the boats 
began to ply lo and fro hringing I he 
redcoats and all their equipment 
on board. 

Lvcn more important, Myers 


had up-to-date intelligence for us 
from one of his colleagues. General 
Brcrctcm, commanding the forces 
in St Lucia. Just one week ago, the 
French and Spanish fleet w.^ seen 
heading south for Trinidad, 

By now they will be committed 
to an attack on the island and that 


means wc have them trapped - just 


r 


French 

August 


like Nelson trapped 
fleet in AbouUr Bav in 
i?98. 

Straightaway, I nrd Nelson sent 
off two small vessels (o reconnoitre 
and we are now following after 
them as fast as we can go. 


All the ships are cleared for 
action; all our letters home are 
written: we are as ready as we 
can possibly be. At dinner earlier 
todav. Lord Nelson proposed a 
special toast: “God *-end us victory 
- and a happy and speedy meeting 
with all those we love!" 
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THIRTY minutes from 
zero to hero. 

Six short words neatly sum 
up the reason why 80 men 
and women of the Flee! Air 
Arm are wilting in the heat 

of southern Iraq. 

Bui ihat pithy catehphrave 
doesn't nearly encapsulate the chal¬ 
lenges faced by, nor the experiences 
and achievements of t 845 Naval Air 
Squadron during ns lour of duty m 
Basrah. 

It's a good place to start, ^ 
though Wft 

The slogan - fixed to the 
door of the aircrew ready 
room - explains what is 
expected of the pungiies, 
normally based at RNAS 
Yeovil urn, namely to get 
a Sea King airbtime 
w-ithin 30 minutes to re- 
spond to an emergency. 

They can do it in ten. 

With the pre-flight checks 
made and switches set m the 
right positions, the venerable green 
giant of the skies sits on the tarmac 
ready to go. 

A few’ hundred yards away in an 
air-conditioncd shack, the members 
of the immediate response team 
wait for the call to come: a road ac¬ 
cident. a fire, a casualty evacuation. 
Hopefully, the phone won't ring. 

But when it docs, two pilots, an 
aircrewman, two medics, possibly a 
doctor, and a team of troops to 
defend the aircraft and especially its 
personnel when it sets down at the 
emergency site make a dash lor 
the helicopter. 

Of the six Sea Kings which 845 

'the most operationally deployed 
Naval Air Squadron 1 , personnel art- 
quick to point out has sent to the 
Middle Hast, one aircraft must al- 
wayt be ready for this task, no mat¬ 
ter what. It’s the squadron's rtuwwi 
d'i&v in Basrah. 

For the remaining "birds', the 
British Forces expect to call on at 
least three of them on any one day: 
transferring personnel and supplies. 


Two years after the Royal Navy played an 
instrumental role in helping to oust Saddarr 
Hussein's regime, RICHARD HARGREAVES 
returned to Iraq to observe the Senioi 
>’s efforts to stabilise the country. 




• The Eagle has landed: (Above left and left) 

Qaa 

Vehtcfe 

over by armed helicopters - on the roads around 
Basrah 


Kings drop off fwps to set up ‘Eagle 
"fe Check Points' - check points watched 


helping troops carry out checks on 
vehicles on Iraq's roads, in short 
general-purpose duties for a gen¬ 
eral-purpose helicopter, 

845 is )usi one strand of a 
substantial helicop- 
ter operation Joint 

Helicopter Force (Iraq) 
using Sea Kings, 
Chinooks, Pu¬ 

mas, Merlins and 
1 .vnxes from the three 
Armed Services, 27 
aircraft and 425 per¬ 
sonnel in all, under ihc 
direction of 845 CO 
Cdr Chris Slocombc. 
Despite being swal¬ 
lowed up by this tn- 
Serviec 'air force’, 845 motto 
uuJb' hoit*?m+ I hear the enemy 
preserves us identity'. 

"Although we arc tied to the 
land mainly on operations, we are 
Navy and Fleet Air Arm through 
and through," said Cdr Slocombc, 
whose hangar is adorned with a 
huge While Einsign. 

Two years ago, 845 was the first 
squadron into Iraq, leading the 
commando assault on the A1 Faw 
peninsula. 

This 'back to Iraq' deployment is 
very different, but no less challeng¬ 
ing, personally and professionally. 

The war may he over, but Iraq 
is not at peace. Body armour is the 
order of the day for all personnel 
particularly uncomfortable and 
restrictive in the heat of an aircraft. 

By early spring, temperatures on 
ihc ground were touching 35 C; 
inside a Sea King, that might hit 
45‘C. Mingle that with fumes from 
the engines and it's not particular!v 
pleasant. 

.And then you haw to fly the 
aircraft. And watch out for power 
lines. And insurgents. 

By day, most locals wave benignly 
as a Sea Kang rumbles past; aboard, 
you cannot hear the crackle of small 
arms tire intelligence reports from 
ground troops assure 84 5 that si me 
locals have taken pen shots at ihe 


passing helicopters. Bv night, 
least you can see the tracer. 

If this paints a picture of d 
Wild West, or rather Wild Midc 
East, then 1 should add that 
Basrah al any rate attac 
are the exception, not tl 
rule. But you cann 
be dismissive 
the threat. 

""You d 
bee or 



com¬ 
placent 
if nothing 
happens for a 
while," w arned 
Li Jez Morse. 

“You must never 
let your guard down 
- always remain focused 

Cdr Slocombc added: W T4 
threat is ever-present and ever-rc 
But on the plus side, wc are hn 
mg more and more Iraqis reportu 
modem*. 


"British forces are gener¬ 
ally seen as honest brokers. 
Locals know that they can 
speak out to us against crim¬ 
inals and insurgents." 


Not that most of the squadn 
sees this side of Iraq. The bulk 
845 personnel has spem all ns nr 
on Basrah airbase 

“Around here is the birthplace 
civilisation you have the Hangi 
Hardens of Babylon for examf 
but only aircrew sec this. I wi 
the guys could go downtown, s 
the people, see the difference tb 
are making," Cdr Slocombc addc 
Instead, 845 personnel toil < 
the airbase, plan operation*, che 
supplies, complete reports, »i 
especially keep the aircraft in t 
skies. 

“The biggest problem is de; 
mg with old cabs some of t 
airframes are over 25 years o\ 
and that means a Lot of work," sj 


Winch hi 


THERE are many people who 
would like to have a Royal 
Marine straddling them. 

I*m not one of them. 

Unless it’s a matter of life and 
death. 

Dangling precanously. ungain¬ 
ly on a cable lowered from a 
Sea King, with a Royal Marine 
wrapped tightly around my lower 
body and a hoist gripping my 
chest, the instinct is to grab the 
cable with both hands. 

Only then, you’d plummet to 
your death below, slipping out of 
the hoist. 

So you let the Royal do all the 
work. Which is fine by me. 

Winching is slow and hardly 
preferable, but it has to be prac- 
tised. 

Much better to land on the 
ground swiftly, disgorging your 
passengers in an instant. 

Four troops leap out, set up a 
perimeter around the emergency 
site, and wait for the medics to 
Join them on the ground. 



•;sx • b •> ■ o ? 

• _ 


Crouching down, shielding 
themselves from the down- 
wash from the Sea King and 
the dust storm it whips up. 
ffte rescue party waits tor 
the he//copter to depart so it 
can start its mercy mission. 


• Dome alone,.. An 845 Sea King approaches Saddam Hussein’s palace compt 
- part of which now serves as a base for British troops 


The bird circles above while 
the medics do their work and 
then recall the helicopter to pick 


them up. It takes a matter of minutes. 

An almost identical manoeuvre, but 
one with an entirely different purpose, 
is the ‘Eagle Vehicle Checkpoint', with 
soldiers replacing the medics. 

In a flash, troops set up a checkpoint 
on a highway, either to trap someone 
intelligence has warned them about, or 


to carry out random checks, while t 
’eagle* circles overhead providing cov 
its aircrewman scouring the area. 

Amazingly, the Sea King can be 
close as 50ft away, yet no-one on t 
ground can actually hear the helicopi 
coming - it's a bit harder to hide ft fre 
sight however. 


NEXT MONTH: ‘YOU DON’T OFTEN GET THE CHANCE TO BUILD A NAVY FROM SCRATCH 
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AEM 'Brim’ Bnmson 

"And when something goes 
wrong, everything seems to go 
wrong at the same lime 

I AIM l^con Wood, an electrical 
expen, -idded: ri Ww never seen 
as many problems everything 
seems to go wrong in these condi 
tions Engine*, gear boxes, all have 
needed changing 

"Moil of the work is done at 
night not just because of the heat, 
also because the helicopters are fly¬ 
ing all day? 

If the strain on 
neers is cormanu 
for the fliers, 
flying is espe- 
m an ding. 

Night W vision goggles 
turn mght j ~ into day but 
with M major caveats. 

Too little light 
and the goggles, 
strapped' on to a pilot's 
helmet, will not work, 


too much light and 
you get 'white 
outs', 

“The gas and 
oil terminals 
blazing away at 
night look very 
spectacular but 
they give off too much light and 
play havoc with the goggles. It's lira 
very hard l« make out ihc horizon 
at times,*’ said V Lt Morse. 

-“Flying at 

night takes train¬ 
ing, practice and a bit of 

halls 1 here's a certain element of 
flying by the seat of your pants " 

I ouch wood, despite such diffi¬ 
culties, ®45's aircraft have risen to 
every challenge safely mj far. 

“I am proud of the part 845 
playing in the bigger picture in 
Iraq/ said Cdr Slocombe. “It has 
conducted itself with compassion 
and humility " 

Several people owe their lives to 
the rapid response of the squad¬ 
ron's helicopters, bui what of the 
less tangible 'bigger picture? 

“There are huge changes in Iraq," 
Cdr Slocombc explained. "There 
is a change m the ordinary Iraqis. 
They are not liberated that is the 
wrong word. They arc empowered 
to make decisions of their own, 
ITiat is something which makes a 
real difference? 




• Oh tor the lush green of 
Somerset,,. A Junglie flies high 
above the drab terrain beyond 
Basrah and (right) Ttme to show 
a tittle flare: Testing counter¬ 
measures over the irrigated stnp 
which straddles the Shatt-al- 
Arab 


Pictures by: LA(Phot) 
Lee Durant, FRPU(W) 
Devonport, US Navy, 
Lt Jez Morse 




I love the smell of bacon butties in the morning... 


• Two views of Basrah: (Top) The Shaft-a/-Arab, southern /rag’s princi¬ 
pal artery , once again buzzing with river traffic; fbe waterway remains tit¬ 
tered with wreck s w notably Saddam's yacht, now little more than a shell . 
(Bottom) The drab mud-brick buddings which typify much of the city 


ITS the little things which make all 
the difference. 

The internet, satellite TV. good phone 
links home, Mr Whippy ice cream in the 
galley 

Life in Iraq for the airmen and women 
is much as it is in Yeovilton - except for 
the heat and dust and tents which replace 
modem single living accommodation. 

Every one of the 200 or so personnel 
who make up the junglie squadron will 
pass through Iraq in a rolling programme. 

A tented town, with excellent air condi¬ 
tioning and an even better galley, is home 
to the squadron, plus a few hundred sol¬ 
diers and RAF personnel - when off duty. 

Not that there is much ‘off duty’. Most 
personnel have not had a single day off 
dunng their time in Iraq. 

"Every day seems like a Monday, but 
that actually seems to make the weeks fty 


by," said AEM Charlie Bradbury. 

The workload also makes the days fly 
by. 

Even though the engineers work 24 
hours on, 24 hours off, each shift begins 
at midday - the best they can hope for is a 
lie in on an 'off morning. 

It’s not all work, work, work - OVDs, 
internet, video games and a bar (The 
Camel’s Toe) allow 845 to relax. 

There are no runs ashore, Basrah is 
off-limits, 

UK newspapers arrive three or four days 
late, satellite TV provides instant news and 
sport, parcels and goods bought on the 
internet are - remarkably - delivered to the 
tents care of BFPO, 

Basrah is as much of a home from home 
as you could have in the front line. 

These creature comforts are a big 
improvement on previous deployments. 


“Life is as good as you make it out 
here? explained aircrewman Cpl Scott 
‘Smokey* Robinson. 

“Life is HK) per cent better than it was 
on Telic I two years ago. There’s ice cream 
on tap in the galley, for example. What 
more could you ask tor?“ 

(There was a slight dip in morale among 
all Service personnel at the airbase on the 
two days the ice cream machine broke 
down.) 

There are bugbears. The RAF and Army 
earn more leave than the FAA in Iraq, 
there are never enough internet terminals 
to keep in touch with home, and flies 
which irritate in their thousands, but it's a 
testament to the welfare package that, as 
AEM Bnmson points out “sometimes you 
forget where you are" 

He added: “Apart from the heat, it's 
exactly the same as being at Yeovilton? 


’ THE SAILORS AND MARINES TRAINING THE FLEDGLING IRAQI COASTAL DEFENCE FORCE 



















t Iclsun 


s an c )CiHx> C l'tctow^ tcaduuj to t/ir af (juifatyaz in f SQy. 

4 c/utU hf the 4(rtUed '~Kitujdu*n Oti/diayiapAic to commemomie the 200th zAtmiveisiiuj of the battle of T?iafa/y<i 


—< \Tffcifi *f tw-^- 

\tk\5Tti T tw > VESTKKN OlHVN 


j 


# ** M. - 


*1 

\ 1 / 

- — 


- ' 

- jfc- ■ , Sw* - 

— 




*- r l ' n ' > i i pV -i- W m 








• Nelson's cross-Atlantic-and-bock voyage in HMS Victory which lead to the Battle of Trafalgar has been reproduced by the United Kingdom 
iydmgraphic Office from the Admiralty Archives and sensitively hand-coloured to form an original piece of artwork fo mark the battle's 20Oth anniver¬ 
sary: The Trafalgar Chart is available from Admiralty Distributors worldwide (UKRRP £7.95/, 


Pirates 
walked 
fine line 


FROM Blackboard 
(Edward Thatch or Teach) 
to the pirates" pirate. Black 
Ban (Bartholomew Roberts), 
Joe! Baer tells the story of 
the ‘golden age of piracy* in 
Pirates of the British Isles 
(Tempus £20). 

The mythical hero of lhis peri¬ 
od, around 1660-1730, lived for 
ihe moment and ‘the devil take 
the consequences' 

Baer shows how false a notion 
[his really is, how aware freeboot¬ 
ers were of the Jaw and how, 
whenever possible, they attempt¬ 
ed to walk a fine line between 
sanctioned privateering and out¬ 
right piracy. 

Tirateers', as they were some¬ 
times called at the lime* were often 
spectacularly successful at this 
game, exploiting legal loopholes, 
corrupt officials, and the shifting 
sands of international relations to 
legitimise their actions. 

For this global and amorphous 
war, British law was thoroughly 
reshaped and this book details 
several wavs in which Parliament 
suspended* or eviscerated tra¬ 
ditional legal protections in its 
attempt to get convictions in the 
colonics against pirates. 

Therc arc parallels here in the 
current war on terrorism - and 
a warning that after the threat 
has been pm down, temporary 
emergency measures to fight ter¬ 
rorism have a way of becoming 
permanent. 


rur fcOYAl S AW AT PORTSMOU TH 
SISCt 1WM 



£15.95 
Each 



thf royal nav > vr m vosport 
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TE1E ROYAL NAVY AT DEVON PORT 
SINCE 1900 (Warlow) 

THE ROYAL NAVY AT PORTSMOUTH 
SINCE 1900 (Patterson) 

The last two titles in our popular scries of books 
charting the activities of the Royal Navy at various 
locations around the world throughout the 
Twentieth Century, These expanded hardback 
volumes contain over ISO pages, each with full 
page photographs, some never before published, 
supported by extended captions. 

Just Reprinted; 

THE ROYAL Navy AT RGSYTH 1900-2000 

(Rogers) £15.95 

British Warships & Auxiliaries 2005/06 


BRITISH 


The complete guide to the ships 
& aircraft of the fleet. 

(her 80 photos (including colour). 
Pennant numbers and silhouettes. 
Keep in touch with your Navy. 

Don't go near die coast 
or the Red Review without it! 

£7.95 



Still Available in the <tamc series: 


THE ROYAL NAVY AT CHATHAM 1900- 
2000 (Whailingtf 15.95 

THE ROYAL NAVY AT GIBRALTAR SINCE 
1900 (Benadv )£ 15.95 

THE ROYAL NAVY AT MALTA 1900-2000 
(Warlow) £15.95 

THE ROYAL NAVY AT PORTLAND 1900-2000 
(Carter )£l 5.95 

THE ROYAL NAVY IN AUSTRALIA 1900- 
2000 (Jeffery Cullen) Was £15.95 Now £7.95 
THE ROYAL NAVY IN SOUTH AFRICA 1900- 
2000 (Rice) Was £15.95 Now £7.95 




Royal Fleet Auxiliary in Focus 


Firm ihe first tankers in 
190$, to ihc latest Wave 
this hi* 4 i> 
record of 
Auxiliary. 
t >mj 120 fill] {%t phubte 
with extended captions 




RFA Centenary Offer 


Was £10.95 Now £4.95 



Want l« go to the Fleet Review and JEOS? We still have a 
few rooms at our 4 star hotel in Soullisea for 7 iiil: his only 
(as From Sundas 26th June) and includes a grand 1 rafalgar 
dinner on HMS \\ \KRIOK. EJWl per person. Full 
programme a* ai table. Ask for details. 


Our prices INCLUDE UK 
postage. Overseas atltl 10% 
(Sea Mail), Contact us for 
Air Mail rates. 




iaritime doors 

card, Cornwall, PI ,14 4EL Teh 01579 343663 




Is of books and video available or go to our website: 

iv ww. it avy books.com 


Hostages to foptune - 

op 'miscommunication'? 


£ N all the war 1 

W I never received 

1 a more direct 

3 shock." Winston 

Churchill recalled 
of the news of the sinking of 
tIMS Prince of Wales and 
HMS Repulse by Japanese 
bombers in what the Japanese 
call the ‘Battle off Malaya’ on 
December 10, 1941. 

Churchill has, of course, borne 
much oT the blame for sending 
Force 7 to deter and then slop the 
expansion of the Japanese Empire 
- it was a powerful but unbalanced 
force, crucially lacking air cover. 

Hut by far t he most controversial 
decision once Force Z had pul to 
sea is Admiral Tom Phillips deci¬ 
sion to maintain radio silence from 
the beginning of the operation 
until aftyer the Prince of wales had 
been hit and Capt William Tennant 
of HMS Repulse had already bnv- 
ken radio silence. 

Lt Kenneth Farnhill, Phillips 
assistant secretary, later wrote 
that M wc had been told (as we left 
Singapore) that aircraft could not 
after all be made available" (and 
mi with respect to the decision not 
to call for fighters) “I can only 
surmise that (Phillips) thought 
it pointless to call for something 
which was not available (so he 
thought)" 

It is thus quite possible. Arthur 
Nicholson argues in his penetrating 
new study of the tragedy Hostages 
to Fortune (Sutton £19,W) that, 
in spite of the fact lhat Phillips 
had requested fighter protection 
off Singora, he and others on 
the bridge of the Prince of Whiles 
understood that fighter protection 
simply could not be provided any¬ 
where at all on December 10, even 
though Force Z was much closer to 
Singapore than Singora. 

“If that Ls what happened, a 
tragic miscommunication took 


lace, since fighter protection from 
ingapore was available. If a mis- 
communication took place, it is 
difficult to understand why it did, 
in view of the way the "No fighter 
protection' signal was worded. 

“If it indeed occurred, it would 
provide a better explanation for 
not breaking radio silence than a 
g<Hjd reason," 

Some 837 officers and men 
from the two ships did not survive 
- Admiral Phillips among them. 
Eight days later Lt Iki Haniki of 


the Kanova Air Group flew back to 
the scene of the battle and dropped 
bouquets of flowers, one over the 
Prince of Wales and one over the 
Repulse, in honour his fallen Com¬ 
rades (three Japanese aircraft had 
been shot down in which all 21 
crcwmcwn were killed) and the 
British dead. 

• TRIBUTE: U Iki HarukK UN 
dropped bouquets over the 
Prince of Wales and Repulse 
wreck sites 
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At Your Leisure 



that look ovi 
Nelson's shoulder 




n; 


I NI III last letter he 
wrote - actually ail 
entry m his journal, 
though il may he read 
as a letter to poster- 
itv - Nelson famously hoped 
that humanity alter V icum he 
the predominant feature in the 
British Meet" 

1 1 ts perhaps the most valua¬ 
ble part of his legaev ami one 
Hell explored h\ Dr Colin While 
in Nelson - The New Letters 
(Boy tic II & Brewer £25)* the 
print net u live-year project that 
uncovered around 1.3011 new or 
unpublished letters, of which over 
500* both private and official and 
fully annotated from 1777-1805. 
are here reproduced, 

h was a tegaev he passed on not 
onlv to his iwn people and their 
successors, hut also to his oppo¬ 
nents and theirs - and to many 
other navies of the world, 

these letters slum how he 
sowed the seeds in the hearts of 
his Spanish foes by his own dis¬ 
play of humanity towards them 
in Nuiember 1804, although his 
action was soon afterward misrep¬ 
resented. much to his disgust. 

On 15 November I Slid, short tv 
after Spain had entered the war, 
the British captured a transport 
w ith a detachment of the Regiment 
of C’astille on board. Instead of 
sending all the prisoners to Malta 
to await formal exchange. Nelson 
immediately made arrangements 
lor landing the officers "upon their 
Parole of Honour not lo serve 


until regularly exchanged' (letter 
to the Governor of Barcelona, lb 
Nov 1804), 

I le ordered them lobe placed on 
board a neutral vessel and gave the 
ship’s Master 5fl dollars to trans¬ 
port [lie Spaniard'- to Barcelona, 
With litem went one o! his battle¬ 
ships, I IMS Spencer, lo make sure 
they got safely into port (letter to 
(apt Si op ford, IS Nov). 

A few days later the Spanish 
schooner Ventura was captured, 
"the vessel herself was sent to 
Malta as a prize and her Master 
went with her m appear before the 
prize court. 

Iliil Nelson invited the Conde 
de Clara, the Captain General of 
Catalonia, lo send boats lo receive 
I he Ventura s crew (Idler to the 
Conde de Clara, 19 Nov i and also 
sent orders to Malta to ensure (hal 
the Master’s imprisonment was not 
too onerous, directing he should be 
"allowed to walk about the Town as 
much as Sir Alcsrr Ball and Cienl: 
ViHeties may think proper’ (letter 
to Cant Lam be 2 Dec). 

lhis leniency was extended 
to the crews of other captured 
Spanish vessels (letter to the Conde 
de Clara 2 Dee) and also to the 
ordinary fishermen of Barcelona 
and the surrounding coast, As 
Nelson wrote to the Governor of 
Barcelona, "I have given orders 
that neither fishing nor Market 
boats should be detained by the 
fleet under my Command" 

In view of the extraordinary' 
pains he had taken to treat the 
Spanish manners humanely* it is 


scarcely Mirprkiong that Nelson 
was angry and disappointed when, 
some months later, he learned 
that "‘some very unfair and unjust 
remarks have been made upon my 
conduct \ suggesting) that a Spanish 
regiment was sent to a remote 
Island to die wuh hunger.’ 

He wrote to the Marquis de 
Solatia. Governor til" ( adiz, lo pro¬ 
test and seni him copies of his 
earlier correspondence with the 
Comic de Clara, adding: "i could 
say much more but I am sure it is 
unnecessary for l rely that should 
unhappily the War be prolonged 
and bring us to a nearer commu¬ 
nication that nothing will he found 
in my conduct which the generous 
and noble heart ol Your Excellency 
will not approve." (letter dated I t 
March 1805). 

T he war did indeed 
bring Solatia and 
Nelsons fleet to 
“a nearer com¬ 
munication'’ fol¬ 
lowing the Battle of Ira fa I gar. 
By then. Cuthbcrt Colhngwood 
had succeeded his dead friend as 
Commander-In-Chief and so it was 
he who continued Nelson's exam¬ 
ple of humanity by sending ashore 
all his wounded Spanish prisoners. 

Solaria responded by offering to 
take the British wounded into his 
hospitals, so Nelson’s prayer for 
humanity after victory was amply 
answered. 

Other highlights of Nelson’s cor¬ 
respondence - he was a prolific 
letter w ritcr, sometimes wrilinu an 


Woolley: Naval artist 
of Simon's Town, SA 


THE WATERCOLOUR of the 1S73 frigate HMS Raleigh is one of the treasures 
of Admiralty House, Simon’s Town* South Africa* described in Boet Dommisse's 
specially commissioned study of the 1743 building, one of the oldest houses in the 
country still in use* 

It is part of a collection of five paintings by Paymaster Rear Admiral Charles Woolley (inset) 
who was stationed in Simon's Town between 1887 to 1895 when he married Miss Daisy van 
der Riet, daughter of the local magistrate* and between 1899 and 1901 during the Boer War, 
A self-taught but accomplished artist* Woolley moved to Simon's Town when he retired 
from the Royal Navy in 1921. For around ten years he lived at the Gtencairn Hotel* setting up a 
studio alongside in the signal cabin taken off 5S Clan Stuart, which had been wrecked nearby 
on November 21, 1914, He died in Cape Town in 1940 at the age of 77, 

Copies of a limited edition of Admiralty House - Si monk Town are available. Write to J* 
Dommissc* 11 Dolphin Way* Simon’s Town 7975* South Africa for details or email <dolphin. 
etevertfcOiafrica.com> 



average often a day include his 
detailed orders for the Trafalgar 
and Nile campaigns, the Battle of 
Copenhagen and the 18411 arili* 
invasion campaign. 

Newly discovered private cor¬ 
respondence includes leuers m the 
Duke ot C larence (later William 
IV)* the King and Queen of 
Naples, Prime Minister Addington 
and* inevitably of most interest, 
ihtjve he sent In Emma Mamikon 
(she kepi all his, he destroyed roost 
of hers), 

“Last night I did nothing but 
dream of you all ho* I woke 20 
times in the night, he wrote to 
her at sea on January 2^ 1800 (this 
letter seems to suggest that the 
two friends became lovers in late 
17W, rather later than previously 
supposed). "Tn one of nn dreams 
1 thought I was a I a large table you 
was not present* sitting between a 
Princess who 1 tie test and another, 
they both tried lo seduce me and 
the first wanted to take those liber¬ 
ties with me which no woman in 
this world but yourself ever did 

H 

As Dr White observes, these let¬ 
ters comprise “perhaps the closest 
we can get to an autobiography" 
Certainly, we get “the sensation 
of looking over Nelson’s shoul¬ 
der'* for when read aloud they 
have a clear conversational style 
and rhythm - even revealing his 
Norfolk accent. 
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• Above: Nelson in his 
cabin on the morning of 
Trafalgar : Charles Lucy’s 
posthumous portrait shows 
his last letter to Emma 
Hamilton lying on his desk . 

• Left: Nelson’s signa¬ 
tures p from top to bottom f 
young right-handed 1771; 
mature right-handed 1795; 
early left-handed 1798; fol¬ 
lowing his elevation to the 
peerage , early 1799; follow¬ 
ing his creation as Duke 
of Bronte r late 1799; final 
signature 1805 
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(iet your copy of thts fanla^tic btxik. 
svhteh gives ,jn tnsighi mtn the world 
of Jack' in the 70\ ;is b^svt ihrough 
the e>es ot a young >prog a binning 
hiv manhfMHl. 

I'Very story i”* true and li>ld 

in a politically incorrect" fashion 

Read & judge For yourself* 

.til l till* Ma!I order only, 

08700 611725 

Email: admin u libniman.Lgefnent com 
Wl'S i* libfanucu^cnKnt hind 

Only £10.9*1 plus P&P (lotal £23.00J 

Cheques arkl Credit cards accepted 


Authors 

W.mt Vcmr Book, Puhlr.hiiJ 
•\tl Mifajecu cixmdenai 

New Authors Weleuiiie 

Wcston Press l.tfl 

.1 St’ulicM liOu(I* ? I SoulFi knjJ. 

W l Ooh Super Mm HS21 2D 

I m.iil: til Ton n i'it» ii p ri'^\.CQ,u k 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE SIO-CKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN ICM 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
92 Heaton Road, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne* NE6 SHL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


DO YOU HAVE A BOOK TO 
PUBLISH? 

Wd arc currently soaking books 
in all categories. 
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Shep Woolley 
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WRITE YOUR LIFE STOR1 * 
We can develop your manuscript 
into a handsome book fur the 
family. Call Wendy at Bonn a 
Biographies: 01428 64 3591, or 
email WendyBBftrctimpuserve.com 
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• HOMECOMING: New Defence Secretary and former Armed Forces Minister Dr John Reid 


with OM(C) Natasha Conncrton on board HMS Illustrious 


Having your say ‘critical to 
DVD maa Two-Six’s success 


H ave you seen it? Following the successful delivery of 
the first edition of TWo-S/x, the Navy's bi-monthly DVD 
magazine, number two was sent out early last month. 
Tins latest edition lias items on pay* recruitment (with a focus on 
the Royal Marines) and Trafalgar 200. 

Lt Cdr Ahmed Ajala, Naval co-ordinator for the magazine, writes: 
"By now I hope you have had the opportune to view this internal 
communications DVD which provides just one means for you to 
have your say on the issues that matter to you. 

* The DVD's light hearted and punchy delivery style give it wide 
appeal and the feedback wc have received so Tar definitely sup¬ 
ports this. 

"As well as providing an opportunity for personnel to get their 
views across, it aims to allow those who can do something about 
these issues to answer your questions frankly and directly. 

"Needless to say* we are always looking for new articles and fea¬ 
tures which deal with the hot topics 1 and so your contributions are 
critical to Two-ax’s success, 

"Although we will consider alt requests, usually the topic should 
be current and relevant to a good cross section of personnel as we 
already have mechanisms in place to communicate issues relevant 
to minority groups, 

"As the new desk officer within the Ministry of Defence in London 
responsible for internal communications within the RN, I hope to 
continue the Two-Six production initiative started by my predeces¬ 
sor and look forward to the continued support of the ships, units 
and establishments in the making of this DVD. 

“ Finally, if aft this is new to you. check with your admin depart- 
merit to see if your unit has a copy and if you would like more/less 
copies then please do not hesitate to contact us." 

• Email: DGMC-DDefPub NavylntemalCommSOZ or ahmed. 
ajala 1 24mod.uk. Tel 9621 85964 



DVP 


TWO-SIX - The second edition DVD for the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines 

In this programme - w* find mil shout th* issues that 
alftct you 


FORMER Health su¬ 
premo Dr John Reid is 
“enormously proud” to 
be back at the MOD as 
Defence Secretary, 

Making his first official 
visit in his new post to the 
carrier HMS Illustrious at 
Greenwich, he told mem¬ 
bers of the ship's company: 
“In a sense it is, for me, a 
homecoming since I have 
never forgotten the warmth, 
comradeship and pride 
which came with my first 
ministenal post as Minister 
for the Armed Forces, 

M ! believed then as l do 
now that nothing could be 
more important than help¬ 
ing our Armed Forces to 
be a force for good in the 
world, defending the United 
Kingdom and its interests, 
and strengthening interna¬ 
tional peace and stability* 

“1 have long been an 
admirer of the excellence, 
skill and professionalism of 
the Armed Forces and the 
quality of Defence people 
- military and civilian - at all 
levels. 

*1t will be a great privilege 
for me to lead the commu¬ 
nity that delivers this world 
class capability. 

“We have much still to 
achieve today, in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, the Balkans 
and elsewhere. We must 
also build security for the 
longer term. To help in 
this, we have an important 
programme of change and 
efficiency, covering virtually 
all areas of defence. 

AJ 1 am determined to carry 
this forward, investing well 
in our people and their 
equipment, to ensure the 
continued effectiveness of 
the Armed Forces and suc¬ 
cess in our Defence mis¬ 
sion. 

'*1 look forward immensely 
to working with you. to 
meeting as many of you as 
possible, and along with my 
Ministerial team to leading 
this vital work in which we 
are all engaged. 

“1 could not be more 
pleased that my first official 
visit is to one of the UK's 
most powerful defence 
capabilities after her suc¬ 
cessful refit.” 

Welcoming Dr Reid on 
board HMS Illustrious her 
commanding officer Capt 
Bob Cooling said: "It is 
a great honour for us to 
receive the Secretary of 
State so early in his time in 
office. 

*1 know that the ship's 
company and the Royal 
Navy wish him well in his 
new appointment." 

Prior to the 1997 elec¬ 
tions, Dr Reid was the 
opposition defence spokes¬ 
man and he was Armed 
Forces Minister in 1997-98. 

HMS Illustrious was 
visiting London to com¬ 
memorate a new affilia¬ 
tion between the ship and 
the City of London. She 
was also ‘Backing the Bid' 
by the City to bring the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games to London in 2012, 

The carrier assumes the 
role of the Nation’s flagship 
at the end of this month 
when she will be the focal 
point for the International 
Festival of the Sea at 
Portsmouth from June 30 
until July 3. 































AFTL R years of trials. Pay As You Dine has finally gone to 
the Second Sea Lord for approval. 


All the evidence shows 
that PAYD is preferable to 
the current food charging svs- 
tern. Once approved, it will 
be implemented across the 
Minism uj Defence over a 
three year period, with most 
RN establishments introduc¬ 
ing it between mid 2006 and 

mid 2007* 

PAYD will have no impact 
on the current system of free 
feeding in ships. 

In arriving at the decision 
to switch off the food charge - 
which was introduced in 1971 
as a temporary' measure - ihe 
following factors were deemed 
to be the main drivers affect¬ 
ing people's attitudes towards 
current catering services; 

• Choice - the ability to 
decide where, when and what 
to cat 

• Fairness - there are a 
number of inconsistencies in 
the way food is currently pro¬ 
vided, in particular differenc¬ 
es between provision to single 
and married personnel 

• Consistency - standards 
vary considerably between 
units, depending on uptake 
numbers attending meals (i.c. 
establishments that have low 
attendance enable the cater¬ 
er to provide a much higher 
standard of food for those 
who do cat, with marked dif¬ 
ferences for those who eat in 


high uptake establishments.), 
PAYD will create greater 
standardisation across all 
Lin its 

• Inward Investment 
- Transferring catering to a 
commercial partner will pro¬ 
vide the opportunity for the 
partner to deliver innovative 
styles of catering, with some 
messes being refurbished to 
create a modern catering 
environ mem 

• Integration-with N AAFI 
announcing their intention to 
withdraw from the UK, the 
opportunity can be taken to 
introduce integrated catering, 
retail and leisure, provided by 
a partner who has consider¬ 
able experience in this field, 

there is, of course, consid¬ 
erable detail associated with 
the introduction or such a sig¬ 
nificant change to the way we 
deliver catering, retail and lei¬ 
sure in shore establishments. 

Trials have generated 
many issues. Some have been 
resolved, although a number 
remain for resolution by sin¬ 
gle Services. More detail will 
follow, together with divi¬ 
sional briefings and regional 
presentations. 

Further information is also 
available on the RNLPO 
website at http: royal navy. 
dcfencc.mod.uk/Flectrnsn/ 

index* lum 



DEVELOPING POTENTIAL ; Command Training gets a whole new look at HMS Coilingwood 



COMMAND draining in 
the Royal Navy is getting a 
whole new loot and a new 
home to go with it. 

Underpinning aim of CT is 
to broaden the Command, lead¬ 
ership and management skills 
of our people by developing 
their potential, building com¬ 
mitment, improving self con¬ 
fidence and instilling a sense 
of responsibility and common 
pu rpose, 

both the Seniur rales Command 
Course (SRCC) and Leading Rates 
Command Course (LRCC) are 
demanding programmes placing 
students under varying amounts of 
mental and physical sires*, in order 
to make the individuals aware of 
their own capabilities and limita¬ 
tions as well as the capacity of 
fellow team members. 

After ihe move from Whale 


Island and with the core course 
structure now stable the CTG has 
spent the past six months improv¬ 
ing die infrastructure, facilities and 
output surrounding CTG. 

The mewl common comment 
received during post course dis¬ 
cussions lias been on the stale of 
sludeni accommodation in Electra 
Block. From May 28 CTG will 
move into purpose built accom¬ 
modation in Vivian Block at HMS 
Coilingwood. Here each cabin has 
adequate stowage for alt kit issued 
at CTG, improved security, a study 
area and above all a comfortable 
bed. 

Also incorporated in the build¬ 
ing is a large common riMim with 
break out areas to allow students 
to conduct their numerous extra 
curricular meetings, a kitchenette, 
enhanced laundry facilities and 
purpose built drying rooms lor AT 
equipment. 

The new accommodation has 
dime online just in time to house a 


six month uplift in LRCC students. 
From now on CTG will conduct 33 
per cent more LRCC courses and 
several Rccuccd Syllabus courses 
for ratings permanently medically 
downgraded or over 41) to over¬ 
come the backlog of personnel in 
the Reel still waiting to attend CT 

Changes to the physical ele¬ 
ment of Command Training have 
resulted in a more developmen¬ 
tal approach to persona] filness 
being adopted. Students still have 
to pass the RN Fitness Test on 
day one hut follow a programme 
during the initial stages of train¬ 
ing to help them prepare for the 
more arduous aspects of CT in 
the Brecon Beacons and at the 
Assessed C ommand Exercise on 
Salisbury Plain. 

Further changes in CT include 
an enhanced Brecon Beacons 
Command Exercise for the SRCC 
which allows Senior Rates on 
course to gain more exposure to 
command in arduous and stressful 


conditions. 

Changes following the Divisional 
Review are also reflected in CT 
Both the LRCC and SRCC now 
have more exposure to divisional 
related lectures including RQRRS 
and squad manning as well as con¬ 
ducting numerous practical ever 
ciscs. 

Preparation for CT w ill increase 
the chances of success on course. 
Students must arrive with the four- 
part documentation outlined in 
RNTM 260/04, correctly signed 
and having passed their RNFT 

To help prepare prospective stu¬ 
dents, CTG are currently enhanc¬ 
ing their website to include several 
puwcrpoinl lectures which form 
part of a cohesive preparation 
schedule. 

With this support available it 
is imperative that the Divisional 
Officer and Divisional Senior Rate 
take a proactive role in the prepa¬ 
ration of candidates for CT 


Busy month ahead for Naval attractions 


Royal Bath and West Show - June 1 -5 
Glasgow River Festival and Faslane 
Fair - June 3-6 

Mersey River Festival - June 10-13 
RN Field Gun Competition C’Wood - 
June 18 

Trafalgar 200 International Fleet Review 

- June 28 

Trafalgar 200 Son et Lumiere - June 
28 

T200 International Drumhead Ceremony 

- June 29 

T200 International Festival of the Sea 

- June 30-July 3 


All service personnel and immediate fam¬ 
ily are eligible to purchase tickets for the 
International Festival of the Sea at Port¬ 
smouth on June 30-July .1 at the Service 
discount rate. 

This is a 37 per cent reduction on the basic 
adult ticket price. Tickets arc on sale via the 
website www. festival oft .hesca.co.uk 

Service discounts are only available in 
advance, 

* Spouse partner and up to two children 

** Service discount prices are; Adult £14, 
Child £7, Senior Citizen £7* Family £35. 

The price of the ticket wilt provide 12 hours 
of entertainment, so is good value for money. 


I he first day is geared more towards children 
and youth. 

To enter the Naval Base on the IFOS days 
all personnel will need an IFOS ticket or T200 
pass. 

A souvenir brochure will be available for 
purchase at the entrance which will give a com¬ 
prehensive list of all the entertainments. 

No parking will he available in the Naval 
Base. Extra public transport and park and ride 
schemes will be available. 

Entry to the International Fleet Review and 
Son el Lumiere on June 2tS is free to all Service 
personnel and family. Timings are: 

• 1300-1500 Fleet review by HM The 


Queen 

• 1520 Fly Fast 

• 1525-1630 Sail Past 

• 1730-1900 Air Display 

• 1900-2210 Son et Lumiere 

• 2210 Firework spectacular and lighting up 
of the Fleet 

The International Drumhead ceremony for 
maritime vetarans on South sc a Common on 
June 29 begins at 1100. The Veterans Centre 
will open to the puhlic at 1500 

For further information visit www.trafai- 
gar200.com 



















Blessing 
to be 
held in 
Caen 

ON JUNB 5 at I600,the Bishop of 
Baycux and Lisieux will conduct a 
blessing and service tn the British 
Memorial Garden in Caen, ena¬ 
bling organisations to lay wreaths 
at the appropriate memorials. 

Representative standards will 
he welcome, and standard bear¬ 
ers will he asked to form up at 
the approach to the Fountain of 
Spirits where the ceremony will 
commence. 

Members of organisations who 
may he visiting Normandy will he 
very welcome to attend and arc 
asked to gather informally around 
the Fountain of Spirits in the 
Garden by 1545 on June 5* 

Tour of 
Parliament 

MEMBERS of the Rosyth and 
West Fife branch enjoyed a tour 
ol the Scottish Parliament at the 
end of April, arranged by their lo¬ 
ir ,il Member of the Scottish Parlia¬ 
ment MSP) Helen Etdk, 

r Phc tour was conducted by 
Bob Eadic 

Members found the building 
interesting, and were fortunate 
to visit most of the main offices 

including the function mom, 
where the branch have organised 
to hold their Trafalgar 200 dinner 
on October 21. 

I he visitors also sat in the gal¬ 
lery to observe the Chamber in 
session. 


AS THE season of parades, 
both local and national, 
gets under way, from the 
Royal British Legion comes 

a timely reminder that the 

» 

rules governing the annual 
Cenotaph Ceremony must 
be observed. 

A tendency by some ex- 
Servke associations not to do 
so has prompted the Secretary 
General of the Legion, Ian 
Townsend, to take them to 
task and to remind them of 
the significance of the annual 
Ceremony. 

h is not, he states, a Victory 
Parade and never has been. 

The Ceremony takes place 
to allow the nation to pay 
homage to the 3 million 
individuals who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the two 
World Wars and all conflicts 
since. 

'Hie overall organisation of the 
ceremony is the responsibility of 
the Department for Constitutional 
Affairs and the Royal British 
Legion, one of whose tasks is the 
co-ordination of the ex -Service 
and civilian contingents tak¬ 
ing pan in the march past the 
Cenotaph. 

To ensure the march-past of 


thousands of wartime veterans 
goes without a hitch „ cx-service 
associations form up on Horse 
Guards Parade under columns A 
to F, and relevant civilian organi¬ 
sations under Column M, in 
Whitehall. 

According to the Secretary 
General, there has been a growing 
tendency in recent years for some 
ex-Service associations lo include 
Other relatives in their ranks, other 
than the widow* or widower's of 
those who have dicd- 

He reminds them that tickets 
dearly stale that only ex-Service 
personnel may march in the col¬ 


umns A to F, and that dose rela¬ 
tives can be accommodated in col¬ 
umn M and asks them to respect 
th is arrangement. 

There has also been an increase 
in the ‘labelling’ of contingents 
over the past years, according to 
Mr Townsend, and this must be 
discouraged. 

AH individuals and organisa¬ 
tions are reminded that banners, 
standards, flags and armbands 
or other artificial labels do more 
to confuse the television com¬ 
ment at or and the general public, 
although the wearing of regimen¬ 


tal berets is accepted. 

He reminds them that each 
contingent is provided with a col¬ 
umn letter and number by the 
legion to help the commentator 
identify them for the cameras, and 
that there is no need for additional 
distinguishing marks. 

Failure to comply with this 
request, said Air Townsend, could 
result in some contingency being 
denied representation at the cer¬ 
emony, and he regrets that the 
actions in the past of just a few 
associations have brought this sit¬ 
uation about. 


Members 
invited to 
RBL parade 

MEMBERS of the KNA are invit 
ed to attend the t>0th anniversary 
parade and thanksgiving service of 
the Orpington and District branch 
of the Royal British Legion on 
Sunday June 2b 

'The parade leaves from Spur 
Road at 10. 30am, marching 
to Priory Gardens the local 
Memorial Gardens where a 
thanksgiving service will be held 
at 1 lam. 

It is estimated that the service 
will finish at 11.40am, when the 
E J aradc will march off. 

As well as the RBL and KNA, it 
is expected that a number of other 
ex-Service associations will take 
pan, including the Normandy 
Veterans Association, the Burma 
Star Association and the RAF 
Association, 

For members whose parading 
days are past, they will be just as 
welcome to watch. For further 
details, contact the RBL. 
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Shipmates' 
careers 
follow an 
identical 
pattern 

THE NAVAL careers of oppos 
often follow similar course* but 
there were times when tuo Sher¬ 
borne shipmates almost seemed 
to be joined at the hip, 

I^es Laver and Derek Layton 
met on a station in Portsmouth 
early in 1946 a* both made their 
way to tram as tiffies at lore-on- 
Solent, 

Their Service numbers were 
very similar, but that in itself 
would not have marked the friend¬ 
ship out as being unusual they 
were just two lads aged l*> m a 
class of J IS. 

But from then on their lives ran 
almost parallel. 

They were both in Drake divi¬ 
sion at HMS Daedalus, and hav¬ 
ing finished their aircraft artificer 
training they served together in 
the same ships and air stations. 

When they married, each was 
Best Man on the other's big day, 
and they both converted to electri¬ 
cal artificers at the same time. 

Their departure from the Senior 
Service broke the link but only 
temporarily. 

lx*s went outside first, after 22 
years, to he followed by Derek five 
years later. 

However* both families lived in 
Yeovil, close to HMS Heron and 
to Westland, where Ijcs had got a 
job as a training Instructor. 

On leaving the Navy, Derek too 
signed up with UXeviland, and after 
six months - with some encour¬ 
agement from Ijes he transferred 
from his job as technical author to 
the customer training section, in 
tune also becoming an instructor. 

Both joined Sherborne branch 
in 1076 and they retired from 
Westland on the same day in 
1991. 


£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 



THE mystery ship in our April edition 
was Type 41 Leopard-class ingate 
HMS Jaguar, and the C50 prize for 
identifying her goes to WOl Sedgley 
RN, of RAF Wyton. 

This months boa! earned hersetf 
a place in RN history more than 
once - on one occasion it was for an 
Atlantic crossing and another rt was 
for a notable finng of her 4in gun. 

Gan you name her? The correct 
answer could win you E50. 

Complete The coupon and send 


HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3HH. 
Coupons giving correct answers will go 
into a prize draw to establish a winner. 

Closing date for entnes is July 
15. More than one entry can be 
submitted, but photocopies cannot 
be accepted. Do not include any¬ 
thing else in your envelope; no cor¬ 
respondence can be entered into 
and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in 
our August edition. The competition 
is not open to Navy News employ¬ 
ees or their families. 


to Mystery Picture, Navy News. 




Name 
^ Address 

I 

I 

My answer 


I 

I 

I 

I 





























































































U'H 'H\ /! m ’ \7! en \V, CO. uk 


NAVY NEWS. JUNE 2IK15 2>i 


Roval Naval Asso 


m 



mmMWi 





Turn-out is dma aaMaa 

a UkhaIiI a a Becc,es duo 

low at AGM RNA COIVCP 

S DBRSflt OS ape cau 9 ht 

on the Rock 

by surprise 


THE GIBRALTAR branch, one of 
the newest brunches in the Asst»- 
ciatiort, held their second ACiM on 
the Rock in March but the turn¬ 
out was not as high us was hoped. 

Brunch officials think this could 
possibly have happened because 
the branch has recently moved to 
a new venue. 

Despite that, the branch is hop¬ 
ing to expand in the coming year. 

S M Brian £ Griffith was voted in 
as the new branch chairman, tak¬ 
ing over the helm from founding 
Chairman S M Jim Graham* who 
is retiring from the Royal Navy. 

Branch members wish 8 M Jim 
well for the future. 

The Gibraltar branch now 
meets at the Royal Calpc at I To, 
Main Street, on ihe first Thursday 
of every month at 2000, 

Visitors to the area are always 
welcome further details from 
S MTom Steele on 003-4 952 70b 
ft20, email fomsteetefispansurf, 
t om or from S M SianTaimon on 
0034 ( »5ti (w5 62 4. 


Nelson s debt 



paid 


A 200-YEAR-OLD debt 
incurred by Nelson tor the 
sake of his Emma has been 
settled bv a Norfolk entre- 
preneur - and the gesture 
has helped boost the RNA’s 

charity coffers. 

In 1802 Nelson ordered sev¬ 
eral fine china services from 


Chamberlain’s, now Royal 
Worcester and Spode, 

A breakfast service was deliv¬ 
ered to li mm a Hamilton in 1806, 
after Nelson’s death at Trafalgar, 
hut the debt remained on the 
manufacturer’s books ever since. 

Now fellow Norfolk man James 
Buddy who attended the same 
school as Nelson, The Fasion 


Two stalwarts 
step down 


AT THE At tM of the Cheshunt 
branch two committee men re¬ 
tired. 

1 ,orig-serving PRO S/M Vernon 
Elphick stood down and was 
replaced by S .M Christian Owens, 
who has been an associate mem¬ 
ber for the past three years. 

Branch secretary S M Robert 
1 Tmkc was replaced by S M liric 
Robinson, a full member of the 
branch for the past two years. 



• Standards are paraded at the service to dedicate the new Arbroath 
and Angus branch standard at St Christopher's Church 


Freedom day Silver celebration 


GOSPORT Borough Council will 
grant the Freedom of the Bor¬ 
ough to all Falkland* veterans on 
Wednesday August 2 V. 

Thc honour can only be grant¬ 
ed to an organisation which has 
ties to the town in this case, the 
Falkland* Veterans Foundation 
(FVF), which has its base in 
Gosport and will co-ordinate the 
event. 

There will be a fund-raising 
evening on August 23, with tickets 
limited to 300, 

The march-past the next day 
will be followed by a social event 
provided by the council. 

Contact Derek ’Smokcy’ Cole 
on infoftfvf.org.uk> see the w'ebsitc 
at wwW'fvf.orgMk or telephone 
023 9251 1582, 


THREE days of celebration 
marked the 25th anniversary of 
the Arbroath and Angus branch, 
confirming that when it comes to 
birthdays, they know how to cel¬ 
ebrate north of the border. 

TThe gala weekend began with a 
reception hosted at the RBL Club 
on Friday evening, enjoyed by 
members, guests and shipmates 
from neighbouring branches. 

Next day, they gathered at RM 
Condor for the biannual area 
standard bearers competition, 
after w hich they spent the evening 
dancing in the RBL club. 

The competition was won by S 
M Bob Cobum, of the Inverness 
branch, with S M Diana Dargte, a 
first-lime competitor of the host 


branch, the runner-up, 

Hie Deputy lajrd 1 icutcnam of 
Angus, Frances Duncan, an hon¬ 
orary member of the host branch, 
presented the aw ards. 

There was a big turn-out on 
Sunday for the dedication of 
the new branch standard and 
the laying-up of the old in Si 
Christopher’s church. 

'Hie parade which followed was 
led by the Arbroath Pipe Band 
and the Local instrumental band. 

Outgoing branch chairman S/M 
Ken Smith thanked all who sup¬ 
ported the celebrations and con¬ 
tributed to a successful weekend, 
especially S/M Granville Cooper, 
who was event organiser and also 
the Parade Commander. 


New Swiss branch 


toasts Eric's memory 


THE SWISS branch of the Royal 
Naval Association was commis¬ 
sioned on April 22 2005 in (Irens, 
a small village near Geneva. 

The ceremony was the culmina¬ 
tion of a process originally started 
by S M Eric Jackson in trying to 
form a Geneva brunch. 

Sadly, S M Eric never completed 
the task, as he died in November at 
81 after a long illness, 

S M Nick Anastasi was volun¬ 
teered to take over from him, and 
in arranging for members to be 
told of Erie’s death the seeds of 
the new branch were sown. 

The Swiss members of the 
RNA, at that time on the HQ 
Roll, had to be informed of Eric’s 
funeral, so HQ provided Nick w ith 
the details of the members known 
to them and he contacted them 
to let them know of the arrange¬ 
ments for S M Eric’s funeral. 

He then contacted them with 
a view to getting together the 
five founder members required to 
form a branch. 

S .Ms Ritchie Pannetti, Geoffrey 
Binder, Peter Stone and David 
Smith valiantly said “Aye" 

I^ter Nick received Eric's old 
hies and obtained a full view of the 
membership of the future Branch 
m»w f 43 members strong. 



* Say (Swiss) cheese - VIPs, shipmates and guests at the commis¬ 
sioning of the Swiss branch tine up for the camera 


The commissioning was ear¬ 
ned out by the British Defence 
Attache in Berne, Lt Col Patrick 
Bangham of the K1K, and the 
new branch was blessed by its 
Chaplain, the Reverend Paul 
Holley, the Chaplain of the I^a 
Cote Anglican Church, in the 
presence of 20 members and 
guests, including Alastair Church, 
British Consul in Geneva; M. Jean 
Robert Bet tens. Mayor of Grens; 
Richard Walsh, Chairman of the 
British Residents' Association of 
Switzerland and Treasurer of the 


Swiss Branch of the RBL; and 
Alan Baker, Hon Sec of the Swiss 
Branch of the RAFA. 

After the ceremony, our Patron 
the Queen and the President of 
the Swiss Confederation, the Hon 
Samuel Schmid, were toasted, and 
a further toast was drunk to the 
memory of S .Ml Eric. 

A few more wets ensured ship¬ 
mates did justice to the wine 
offered by the Mayor of Grens, 
since he not only let us use the vil¬ 
lage hall free of charge but brought 
with him two bottles. 


School at North Walsham decid¬ 
ed that this potential blemish on 
a national hero's character should 
be expunged, fulfilling one of 
Nelson s hopes. 

As i\aiy .Yet vs went to press, 
.Mr Buddy was due to hand over a 
cheque to Royal Worcester for the 
delivered china, which will in turn 
be handed on to the RNA, 

The breakfast service which 
went to Emma Hamilton cost 
Nelson £12(1, which when con¬ 
vened to modem values, plus 200 
years’ interest, meant a cheque for 
£3750 was set to be handed over 
to RNA General Secretary S M 
Barry Ijrighton. 

The handover was due to 
take place in the crypt of 
St Paul’s Cathedral as part 
of a reception to mark the 
launch of the Nelson Bi¬ 
centenary Collection, a col¬ 
lection of fine commemo¬ 
rative objets and furniture 
produced by Remember 
Nelson to honour the hero 
of Trafalgar and his love for 
Emma. 


The collection includes 
Darlington crystal, Royal 
Worcester china and fabrics, and 
many pieces have been made from 
oak and copper Taken from HMS 
Victory. 

A percentage of sales will be 
donated to a number of Naval and 
maritime charities. 

James Buddy, who was sched¬ 


uled to present the cheque to Royal 
Worcester's Marketing Director 
Peter Watson, said: **The desire 
to honour the love of Nelson and 
Emma has been my life’s dream. 

"Now', through this Bicentenary 
Collection, 1 have the ability to 
fulfil it in two ways. 

“Firstly, by clearing a long out¬ 
standing debt, Nelson’s honour is 
preserved. 

“Secondly, many of the pieces 
in this collection honour Emma 
in the way that Nelson would have 
wished as his partner and the 
love of his life, 

“Two hundred years after she 
was shunned by the Establishment 
of the day, we are honouring 
her for the nation and fulfilling 
Nelson’s dying wish. 

“To be able to do so at St 
Paul’s, his final resting place, is 
just perfect ’ 

Peter Watson said: “Royal 
Worcester is delighted to accept 
and pass on this cheque to the 
Royal Naval Association/' adding 
that both the Nelson memory and 
design were a treasured part of 
the company’s past, present and 
future. 

Among the guests invited to 
the ceremony were descendants of 
Nelson and F’mma Hamilton, of 
Tlromas Hardy, and of Nelson’s 
Band of Brothers his trusted 
captains as well as members 
of the 1805 Club, the Nelson 
Society, Naval dignitaries and his¬ 
torians. 


SHIPMATES from Bee cl os 
branch agree that it is usually nice 
to get a surprise and sprang a 
surprise on two of their comrades. 

The duo were recipients of Life 
Membership of the Association. 

Standard bearer S/M Frank 
Sparham was the first to he hon¬ 
oured, at the AGM in March. 

Frank selflessly travels to cer¬ 
emonies, locally and nationally, 
with the branch standard, promot¬ 
ing the RNA and the branch. 

Branch secretary S M Geoff 
Richards received his certificate 
at the April meeting and it really 
was a surprise, as virtually all cor¬ 
respondence goes through him. 

Geoff works hard to keep mem¬ 
bers informed about the RNA 
nationally and issues to do with 
the RN when they arise. 

Bcccles is enjoying something 
of a boom, with more than 90 full 
members and nearly 50 associates, 


York ready for 
Minster date 


YORK branch will play a lead¬ 
ing role in the 60th Anniversary 
Thanksgiving service, to be hosted 
by the Dean and officials of York 
Minster. 

Meantime* a party of shipmates 
has accepted an invitation from 
the CO of HMS York, Cdr Matt 
Harvey, to join him and the ship’s 
company for a trip to sea. 

On June 4 members will he 
out with boxes collecting for the 
Alexandra Rose charity in York. 

The branch’s secretarial duo. 
S .Ms Michael and Pat Farrington, 
helped by the committee, have 
organised a Trafalgar Night dinner 
dance for members. 



• Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 

* Affordable room rates 
• Choice of restaurants and bars 
* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 

• Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 

reunions and private, parties 


Hie Victory Services Club, 
Seymour Street, 
London W2 2HF 

Te/:+44 (0)20 7723 4474 
Fax; +44 (0)20 7724 ! I 34 
Email: infb@vsc.co. uk 
Web: www.vsc.co.uk 



THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB 
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.‘rship Open to all Retired and Serving Members 
Armed Forces and their widows and widowers 
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call our Family Help line for more details of our 
Free Consultation which can be by phone or 
in person . We also have a dedicated Armed 
Forc es area on our website with 
comprehensive information on a whole range 
of family matters, including pension.advice. 
We can help you through - call Freephone: 


COFFIN 
MEW & 
CLOVER 


0"*G1 .n Nonh H PcS 


There ain't 
no topping us 


Change of 
address for 


I I Hi latest stage in the revamp 
of the spiritual home of the Silent 
Service is complete with the Sop¬ 
ping out' of a £3m new exhibs- 
non hall 

TTie futuristic-looking John 
Ficldhousc Building named 
after the admiral and submariner 
is due to open in August, pro¬ 
viding much-needed extra display 
space for the RN Submarine 
Museum in Gosport, 

The submarine-shaped build¬ 
ing, with 6t)0 square metres of 
exhibition space* will house the 
museum’s targe educational col¬ 
lection* as well as HMS X2 K one 
ot a handful of reminders of the 
days of midget submarines; it had 
previously been exposed to the 
elements. 

Admiral Meldhouse’s widow* 
l jjy Midge bieldhouse, and 
submarine museum director f’dr 
lelTTall performed the honours 
of 'topping mil’ the moment 
builders are satisfied that the 
outer structure of a building is 
completed. 

I "he next step is to finish fitting 
out the ‘submarineV innards. 

“Although we still have lots 
to do to complete the building, 
there's no doubt that the scale 
of it, the ambiance and the bril¬ 
liance of the design can be seen 
even at this early stage," said Cdr 
l’all. 

“When completed I believe it 
will be a marvellous tribute to the 
man it is named after.” 

The ground floor will contain a 
combined information and recep¬ 
tion area, plus lecture and corpo¬ 
rate entertainment facilities. 

A submarine and science gal¬ 
lery on the first flour will improve 
the educational side of the muse¬ 
um’s work, and there will be 
space for temporary exhibitions. 
As w ell as the new addition to 
the submarine museum 'family'* 
the existing history galleries are 
being overhauled and expanded, 

A 1 ill more photographs, artefacts 
and accounts of life in the under¬ 
water arm of the KN on display. 

Empire's role 
celebrated 

THE role the Navies of the 
Empire played in defeating tyr¬ 
anny between 1939 and 1945 
is being celebrated aboard 
Britain's last big-gun' warship. 

Veteran cruiser HMS Belfast 
is hosting an exhibition on the 
decisive contribution of the 
Commonwealth fleets in World 
War IL [See Newsvicw, page 20) 
By the war's close, almost 
200,000 men and women from 
the far-flung comers of Empire 
were supporting the effort at 
sea. serving in every major 
theatre and campaign* from the 
Battle of the River Plate to the 
invasion of Okinawa, 

The exhibition runs from 
July 28 until March 3t next 
year, Belfast is moored on the 
Thames in London near Tower 
Bridge. 


• Once a marine , always a marine: 
(above) veteran green berets watch the 
ceremony and (left) Lord Mayor of Ply¬ 
mouth Cltr Claude Miffer inspects the 
massed ranks of the Royal Marines 
guard 

Picrturirv PO{PlKitJ Se-nn Ck*e, 3 Commando Bmjade 


Honour 


freedom 


conferred again 


NOT 60, but 50 years of 
freedom were celebrated in 

Plymouth, 

* 

Fifty years of the Royal 
Marines enjoying the Freedom 
of the City* that is. 

The KN‘s elite amphibious 
troops marched through the heart 
of the city ax they were sym¬ 
bolically presented with a casket 
containing a scroll - repeating a 
gesture carried out exactly five 
decades earlier. 

Then the Lord Mayor pre¬ 
sented the parade commander 
Major General Robert Houghton 
RM (also a former brigade com¬ 
mander; with the Freedom Scroll 
and the Royal Marines exercised 
iht-ir right of freedom by marching 
through the streets of Plymouth 
with colours tiring and bayonet*. 


Fifty years later* Maj Gen 
Houghton* now 95, watched 
as the honour was bestowed 
again, this time with Brig John 
Rose* Commanding Officer of 1 

Commando Brigade* receiving the 

scroll of freedom. 

'Hie casket containing the scroll 
wa** briefly taken out of its posi¬ 
tion of honour at Stone ho use 

Barracks for the 


before being returned whence it 
came, 

laird Mayor of Plymouth Cllr 
Claude Miller said the green 
berets epitomised “duty* loyal, 
courage and professionalism and 
we owe them a great deal. Tike 
ceremony reaffirmed the immense 
pride and affection Plymouth has 
for her Royal Marines.” 

Brig Rose added: “Plymouth has 
been a fantastic home to 
many Rosa! Marines units 
and during the deploy¬ 
ments that Plymouth- 
based unils have been 
involved in over the last 


• Freedom. /955 style: 
a gramy image of Roy¬ 
als exercising their right 
to march through Ply¬ 
mouth 50 years ago 


RN and RM tune to FM 


THE first radio station ded¬ 
icated to sailors and Royal 
.Marines powers up this 
month for a trial run in the 
Portsmouth area. 

Navy Radio follows on from 
successful 'squaddie station' 
Garrison Radio beamed to major 
Army bases such as Catterick and 
C iolchestcr. 

Programmers promise a mix 
of music back to the 1970s and 
news, sport, information and 
entertainment aimed specifically 
at a Senior Service audience. 

Around Army barracks* the sta 


NavypaDio 


FM 


FORCES/EX SERVICE 
PERSONNEL 


SKIN CANCER, EAR INFECTIONS 
INJURIES, DISEASES OR WOUNDS 
CAUSED BY MILITARY SERVICE. 

For FREE advice and a 'NO WIN, NO FEE 1 service 
Cali the Claims Specialists TODAY 

01405 740794 

AJR Associates n the trading nanrr at AJ Ren 11 Associates Limited 


nons have proved second only to 
Radios 1 and 2 in popularity but 
competition around Portsmouth 
(the radio waves will reach HMS 
Sultan and ColHngwood as well 
as the main Naval base and HMS 
Excellent) is especially fierce: 
there arc 30 radio stations lighting 
for a share of the audience. 

Bosses have deliberately 
picked the month span¬ 
ning the Fleet Review and 
International Festival of the 
Sea - although this is Navy 
Radio* listeners outside the 
base in about a severvmile 
radius should be able to 
pick up the station. 


“The signs are 
good for a dedicated 
N .ivy sc rvi Cc, s ai d 
Navy Radio boss 
and former Radio I 
DJ Mark Page. 

^ “There arc not 
going to be half- 
hour-long docu¬ 
mentaries* but there is going to 
be news and welfare information 
aimed at the Naval world sailors, 
their families, MOD civilians. 

“The thing which must people 
wj.ii from a radio station is music 
and entertainment* mixed with 
something specifically for a Naval 
environment, 

“IPs also going to be a good way 
of showcasing the Navv and w hat 
it does for the local populace” 

The commercial station switch¬ 
es on at midnight on June 5 6 
and will broadcast until midnight 
on July S on HT/TpM* 2 I hours a 
day. If the trial proves success fill, 
bosses will apply for a permanent 
licence to broadcast on medium 
wave. 


Contact:- 


Employment Problems / Redress 

by Complaint? 

Need Help or Legal Advice? 

0845 601 1260 

www.forceslaw.com 

For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 




] • 


The Forces Legal Network 


50 years, our families and loved 
ones have always been looked after 
by the town's people. 

“We have always been offered 
the warmest welcome on our 
return." 

TTie original gesture was 
prompted by the 200th anniver¬ 
sary ot the formation of the first 
marines unit in Plymouth. 


Naval Base 

THERE are not too many Naval 
firsts still to be achieved in 
2005. 

Not quite on the scale of 
Dreadnought, but still a techni¬ 
cal innovation is the world’s 
largest and most comprehen¬ 
sive digital public address sys¬ 
tem now spanning Portsmouth 
Naval Base. 

The loudspeakers span the 
working Naval Base and the 
historic dockyard* providing 
alerts and information - prob¬ 
lems with traffic, fire alarms 
and more serious incidents 
such as terrorist alerts - to the 
10,000-or so people working in 
the base. 

Traditional public address 
systems rely on cabling to 
transmit sound between loud¬ 
speakers. 

The sheer size of the 333- 
acre base and the cost of lay¬ 
ing miles of cable in an area 
littered with historic buildings* 
roads, rail lines and dry docks 
proved prohibitive, so instead 
digital radio has been used by 
Fa/eham firm Sound Advice 
PA, 

Five hundred and seventy 
loudspeakers relying on 255 
radio transceivers now spread 
the word. If one of the trans¬ 
ceivers is out of action, the 
radio signal looks for another 
which is working to continue 
the broadcast. 

The system uses technology 
designed lor the battlefield, 
which means it is secure. It 
uses a signal which changes 
frequency at random 85 times 
a second* making it impossible 
to jam. 


Rootin', tootin' recruitin' vehicles 


THE mobile recruiting teams 
who hit the road to raise the 
RN s profile have spanking new 
vans. 

The Directorate of Naval 
Recruitment has ordered eight 
'mobile recruiting vehicles' 
- eight Peugeot Boxers ipic- 
tured above) with a bright Naval 
livery. 

The display vans feature a 


computer, DVD player and plas¬ 
ma screens. A ramp for disabled 
access is also provided. 

For 'crew*, there's air con¬ 
ditioning* a sink* fridge* micro- 
wave* seating area and seven- 
cup holder. 

The vehicles wilt be used by 
DNR at numerous events and 
locations* including city centres 
and schools/co lieges. 


Falklands civic honour 

FA1 -K1 _-\ND5 veteran* arc to receive the freedom of Gosport at a eer 
emony this summer. 

The honour will be granted by the linen’s council to the men and 
women of the 1982 campaign of all branches of the Armed Forces via 
the charity based in Gosport, the Falklands Veterans Foundation. 

There will be u march through the town* followed by a social event 
laid on by Gosport Borough Council at the Wednesday August 2 \ cer¬ 
emonies. 

Details are available from former HMS Intrepid crewman Derek 


'Smokey' Cole* chief executive of the foundation, via its wet 
www.M*org*uk 

There is a fund-raising event for Falklands veterans on the night 
before the ceremony tickets are limited to 3 


Separating? Specialist Armed 
Forces pension advice... 

If you are considering a separation or divorce 
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At Your Service 


Reunions 


HMS Ditnae 70-72 Commi&wn: 
String rti mpfitmrs for a fPNurnon Contact 
David Parry at dcividsoarryl frhotmajt com cr 
IH 01270 500483. 

June 2005 

HMS Ytclonou* 1941-45 Min. reur m 
at GtoucnaH RNA Out» on Jurat ?5 from 
11 SO Plnet-t contact Frank SM on 01981 

540 585 

July 2005 

HMS Umdundwry 1981*4 SlokehokJ 
Association F4djii«on *n ILavrtot on Juty 2 
OatatK 1mm PNer HC on 07971 498607, 
FSrter WHtft on Q?3 3748 3300 or Pfciw 
ffctehw an Gl 647 24271 

HMS Hampshire. The IcHirth rwjmtMi 
tat*$ placn on Juty S in Portsmouth It 
ts 30 ywr'j smot to* end erf her service 
with ine FtM AH shipmates are 
to ilfler*) Contact Flay G ivJccd errvH to 
T*yrtjtra*1ord1f5fl.tr*>cMrY'ai 1 i5tJ.uk or T(rf 
01606 77640 or mob 07971 563500 

Camtfl Unrverwt T Navad Division: Apni 
tO. 1945 iritahn fiOth atwmrtrsarf reunion, 
CArdrn July 22 24 For details contact 
CardtCf Alumni OAcv at ahiffmrcf Cardiff 
ac.uk or lan WHaon at ian#ji!akin. com or ref 
029 2087 6473 

Junghn Coc*l*i Party F or al 1 JuoQpjes 
pct^l and The cockla* party a ll tse 

at SbMtwme Castle on JoTy 27 irwitiiiions 
,irp limited 1 q officers Who have r-etved 
m the Commando Hehcopr-* Forte and 
mi'll spouses or partner^. Doubk* ticked 
f40 Ftequec* with ntenher or cheque 

n^atJe payable to RNAS Yeovrton Waftfroom 
Maes and address to 840 Squarfrur' RMAS 
Ytovflton 

August 2005 

HMS FUjurnon at PtymouTh on 

August b Gomacl Peter F'owHi, tat 01493 
661972 

HMS Wave Reunion m SinTwoftam 
August 19-21 Contact Ken Wanna, email 


* jndiwardle 4 rriscali.cp.uk or Tel 01472 

870635 

Taft Lands Veterans are to receive the 
Freedom o! the Borough at Gosport on 
August 28 The council were mafiimqys 
ai thw dectston to grant the honou The 
even! wriB be co-onfinafed by the FaWdands 
Vetoranr. Foundation [FVFJ ft you art* a 
veteran and would Hke to attend. contact 
Derek fin rah ay' Co*e at mfodfvf. org.uk or 
go to toe wetisiin www.tvi orguh or tet 023 
0251 1562 

September 2005 

Taiwan Pow Comps Memonnl sconces 
ml be taking place ■> T.uwan anxind the 
hrst weekend erf September It is hoped 
that many of tt>ose who took part in 
toe -.-vacua!HOn ot F J oWs ird Thu* PoWs 
themselves rmgtit l'tee lo attend Some of 
me ships involved ore Argof ,i „t Bermuda 
Bertast B<rh? Colossus, Tumutt. Tuscan and 
Tynan. For derato contact Mchaef HprtJ. 
Taiwan PoVp Camp Memorial Society TO 
Bo» 665. Yung ho Taipei ?34 Tarwan ROC 
cr email w 5 Bty 4 ipoW 1 -wwan.org or vtsrt 
wwwpowtoiwan.org on toe tntHTiei 

HMS Blackpool: Reurvori at the Stratton 
Hotel Blackpool, on Soptr Tiber 2 3 All 
farmer crow mumtHrs are invited to attend, 
meet old shipmates amj cerebrate the 
40th anniversary oT the ship s lost visit to 
the town Contact Bop Jones at carol, 
bob77r*rmwor1d cam or lei 023 9236 
3752 

Mffclela Reunion writ tn-e place hi 
the Sgta Mesa, RM PdoM, SeplVitW 9- 
il Open to oil member* of Gombmed 
Operations BofTYbafd Units F 0 Bs 95 
Cdo AO Troops, mr-mber* ot Amphtaous 
dompard Association and Si current and 
former members of 140 Cdo FO Bty 
Anyone washing to attend should contact 
1 A&btyadminoSicefe a. dt niod.uk or ih 

61202 333526 

HMS Suffolk Gala Retmton: FaJcxm 
HniH. Strapcro Upon Avon. September 9 
% 1 Guest mnatar a Cdr Flob BnHf«4d. 00 


bl HMS Grafton Contact John Blai.Kman on 
01273 302147 

HMS F tsgard. AmfHici r Appetmirice. Serws 
25: 50th anniversary tinner «n F*iommouth 
on September 12. M you jorwid F tsgiutl 
on September 12. 1955. you are senes 
25, so come afcng Guntaet S.in Paddy' 
Hawthorne at «moe4haw^hcxn<H?F^ 
com or writi- to 2 Ftue S*^gu-*v, 75006. 
Pons, France 

HMS Glory: Reunion at ttv» County Hutei 
Llandudno. September 23 26 Contar^ Tom 
StaiUard at mfirgiireettaliartttyiihbo.cq uh 
Of IS 01303 256457 

October 2005 

River Plate Veterans and Families 
Association. 66 th amwertury reunion at toe 
Royal Flam Club. (Jevonpcrt. October 27 30 

Contact J Smith *iimi famiiy^tlyrii jfwiaie. 
fsnetcdjuk or toi 0l30? 641806 

November 2005 

HMS Mubawk The inaugural roumon wiB 
thm? place. November 4 6 For t)rl.ul contact 
Joe Arlsy email ^jJti$dtwnsmoFawk. 
orq.uk or toi 0 f 48-1 824418 For more 
iniormaticri vr*;rT ww“w. hmsmeha v. k, org .uk 
on the toternet 

Rtiyaf Naval Photographers Assoc lation 
(HNPA] A reunion for nerving and former 
Rhl Phofographers w‘N ta«r? pLice Mafia 
from November 10 * 17 For details cottad 
H Stuart Antrobji. FRPU PP3 MM Naval 
Rase Portsmouth. F*Ol 3UP or Peter 
Newton. 147 Meadow Road Wtorth«nq WArst 
SuAaex BN 11 7SA AJterrcrtivefy email 
fawnewtOTH:acK.com or go to Ihe weteute 
www.mp s.org uk on the Internet 

March 2006 

Safety Equipment end Survival 
Association: Ftounion on the woeikend 
of March 10 at the Floy a I Caul Hal*!, 
Cowerriry Contact Gordon Puue Parkas at 

gordon,p^4ee0nto*ork1corfi or tel 01483 
823181 


Cal ting old shipmates 


HMS CoHif h rwood Look**) kw Dm* £ 
StisC*Y< ¥vno W l * than to Alan and June 
r> SouthaD Middk 1 ^!. on August 6 „ 1955 
Alan and Dw*k were both on the kiibck'* 
oarvr at CoMmgwoDd in 1954 They Wtwe 
ahe trip's bugters. Contact A^ui Swallow at 
AlanS* sI!Qk 3.com or t*-l 01255 503082. 

HMS Mauritius SeekifKj nformarticm 
■ if memt »rs of Moss 41 CHangor) 1 946- 
48 oof wn B Von, M-xdrtirrarwon Tw-r-i Pete 
Setlerhold JUwty Giles, AW Bonn mg Tail 
Evans. Johnny Ashcroft Ronnie Smflh K*n 
Cable F«ond» Cahni etc. Contact Dw^ny 
M aher on 01630 652919 

HMS Gloucester: Seeking RS Dave 
Gillian who served with LOkt S Hilly 
i W af ic*ii m HMS GiouceBr-'f BWy ha*, los-t 
contact rone* --aving the service Contact 
BWly at b*ltymaxki*b^T!#TaiTib47.f^Mt.co.iik 
or Tel 01270 585144 

HMS Bulwark Sfrfung R*n ‘George 
Oftl 1967 Contact Ph*l Tntz’ Finw tel 
01622 843496 

HMS Caledonian: Sa-r+ng n**ws of Ken 
Cotoman who fcunod th* Navy n January 
1946 at Ftosyth as ar Artificer Apprentice 
He onymat -1 from the Chatham area but 
hjnng Ih*.* war lived witti Pils A.rit n Mr** it mg. 
Nortoik and atler>ded the evacuees school, 
Conbic.i Laule Leone at L amAa oneOwol. 
com or 8*01241 0/403? 

HMS WhrtlHNind Bay Aisucutoon are st- I 
looking for orr^me who served onboard at 
any Mm* be tw ee n 1945-56 Active reunions 
sail held Contact Geoh Nightingale tel 
D1442 263406 

HMS Leeds Castle - Seeking any former 
Naval r filings who served n Lwd* Castr* 
from 1943 to 1956 Would love to hear 
from you Tom vivw) on board from 1947 

1940. when efi ‘mobbed served as a 
(Wfv.wrs F^iewafti Contact Thomas Jackson 
at rn*3jnritsonbit>»giJor*3 com or write to. 
36 Cantrell Street V.jgoona, 2199. NSW, 
IM4 

HMS Ulster 1958*66 commssHar 
.ire considering having 4 SOfh and final 
rnunon m 2609 For detais of thm and 
other oorrwnflSAiQns see the w*b*it*' at 
www (^nd^-ConVrKdtAilStaf.htmJ The 
commission are always trying to make 

contact with old shipmates. Contact Nome 
Miiieri at elwayTin*vy4te*ndoo qr wnte 
to 5 85 invortochy Bivd, ThomhiH. Ontano 
L 3 T 1R5 Canada 

Ivor Parry.- John W Tyson o trying 
to contact his okJ shipmaie tony sewed 
togetoer m HMS QasqoM. and Agncput. 

offsider wars a chap calikvl Ftio- Contact 


ieshack4taJphaiifik.coffi.rij or write to 6 
Sykes Court Pan>**rfuirii 3810 Victoria, 
Australia 

HMS Okigence 1955; Ton^ Word is 
seeking F*OSM Littlefield from Hull wifi 
whom het srw«d *1 1955 - they had a lot ot 
laughs and Tony c f*m to meet up again 
Contact ERA Tcny Word on 01926 85908 1 
HMS Alamain 1958-59: Looking for 
aiy Comrrunicaticpn ixsople Contact M*kc 
DoJJy (oray Gh Mrtillmtl l iliii nel.au 
or wiflu to 223 W«4d StreHt^ Beaconsfiek] 
Tasmania 7270. Australia 

HMS Inlrepto 1943 Albert Poulfar is 
fiying to contact any d r«s shnpmatf-s who 
survived the smkmg of Imfepid by German 
.i.JtS bombers on September 26-27 m toe 
Pert Lakki. island of Lero* in the Oodecanase 
Pt there are any slid lying, ptaosi? contact 
Albert at abpouherdrithvortbxorti or caW 
□1699 830119 

HMS Hardy John Sheldon ra lookng 
for Thomas ’Denny 1 Donohue from the 
Stockport area with whom he served l. a 
stoker on Hardy. 1969-71 He ha* ma d e 
contacts wifi tots Of shipmates but ss 
st* searching far Denny Please contact 
John at johri.*freldon 6 dbttot 0 fTtot.Cbm,, 
(mOtxkM 07 : I60 240 ; 058 or wtteo to 34 
Nicklepy House At Somfs Rood. Mile Efid. 
Portsmouth TOI 4Ft 

AB Bob Bore. Mike Mick’ Leary, a 
former Cook, served wun Bob m HMS 
Alderney n 1984 on fishery protection Bob 
e hrHreved to be from the Middlesbrough 
and nejd drafted to HMS Starting in Hong 
Kong. If anyorv* can n*4p oontaci him an 
rrwke.toary^highland.gov uk or calJ on 
01320 366745 (mobiieP 07796 930 088 
HMS Ariadne T982-B4: Bob Beak-sn « 
seekrig R01{T) AJ Ftv#*ps A number of 
lomur 3MP Comms n»ss ore trying to 
arrange a re»rt*Xi and are kec*n 10 reodl 
A Also anyone etee horn rtvr Mk* who 
recalls Bob, Bngham Young Phi Guy 
or Stev* Hickson. Contact Nrn at bob, 
DexikeriiJnttwortd com or call 01509 551 
942. imobilei 0795S 497 576 

HMS Manchester MEM Wa*y W.i Eqn 
?S frysng to contact an Y old; shipmafr*^ 
tn-vn 3Q M*« HMS ManctW^ter *988 92 
Contact ontttonywefion72*fittworW or 
41 Highbank. Blaekburtl. BBl 9SX 

HMS Morec.imbf Bay Doug Turk is 
swn. Coder Ed Bngni and S*g J. Pnrkm 
from Morecambe Bay. 1952*54. Far East 
Contact D Turk on Dt25? 664 694 

HMS Brighton 1972*74 Dave Howes 
is 00 k ng for Tony &fwa and lan Carlton 


both of whom mighl have made (t to 
toe Wardroom Contact Dev* Howm af 

merte&nwi#blueyondarxo. iA or cai 01634 
3 ?ta;»e 

HMS AruidiM> 1985*88; CKvlic Peck 
dormer AB EW1 is try ™;j fo trace anyone 
wifi whom he served m Ariadne, 

AH Fred Longman from Marclrwosd and Afi 
Str"vf* V 1 W 10 froni Brrstol. Contort Cfw^- on 
01493 750 531 

Jill Brett Joan Russei (ftoe Moort^ * 
seeking Jill. who married Cynl Keen m 1956 
Joan is airoaefy tn touch with WHNS from 
HMS Raleigh 1953*55 arid ki«n To hear 
from anyone else from that trine Contact 
her at 444 Mere* Road, Sahosh. Cornwall!, 
PL126HW 

Royal Naval Engmeroom 

Assoc union now Pias a websrtn htipuV 
roy atoavflJengi n* roomn r sociaE ion r org .uk . 
or contact rot»rtity^ts#yiihQpO,co uk or 
coll 0121 427 4115 

HMS Ark Royal I 96T 84 M tk Loduer is 
kxrfung for any of lw okJ messmtilw from toe 
old 5H71 Mess Ark Royal are Mtfl obcul Gk?t 
m touch wih Mh:k at retirementtstaiktalK 
net or pan 01382 774739 

HMS Rofhsoy t98t*82: Former WEMfO) 
Gary Chatlerton is tookinq tor ofcl mirtes 
from F*ot1i**y Contact him at garyb 
h«itoyopttonp*ifood F co-uk or can 0177? 
315 2 35 

HMS Yarmouth 1971: Johnny Bryan! 
(torrner AB FC2) is looking tor two tost 
oppos from VahTtoUto AB Tafl Owen GOW 
Gcnnw. anc AB SG* Trtch Amell, both now 
in m**r 50r> Untfsrttmately he doe-aii know 
their nsai rurnes Can anyone help? Contact 
Johnny at j(^»rirTyt>ifTJdog25l dmarLCbm or 
call 6117 947 0122 

HMS Ganges. January . 1 36 1 Rortn.-y 
fhnn Gnlkngwiood Brian 'W4ky' WiHurison 
is try*nq to contact 283 Bunting* (Elmte 
Hales j. 294 Sparkers (Poly PedonsL plus 
284 Sparfcprs (Basher Bngg%) Some olruady 
m contact. an\ more ctot there? Contact 
WJky 11 at ibfwbuntsiTyahoo.co uk or cal! 
0117 960 2397 

HMS Montgomery and Northern 
FOarrG Tom Jordan- Roj 1 Australian Haw. 
served during WW2 on loan in ihe RN 1940- 
42 it» old US destroyer, HMS Montgomery 
based m Loverpopl on escort duties ano 
anl> submar ne HMS Northern f oan based 
m KMonraM. Orkney Seekmg ar> former 
shipmates Contact Tom at iptay^fblgpdnd- 
net.au at writ** to Unit 3&7/405 MootoOiaba 
Road. BudOfiT! Queensland Australia 
4556 


Over to you 


HMS Cottesmore •% due to 
lOecdirimisston Liter this year To ma + k the 
occaswon ■* a mlartb'^d 10 pubksh a short 
doournent covering me history of the Ship 
Dom anyone have afry Old ptetun's or out 
they would kke to bd me haded either from 
fh** currerit tv former HMS Cofesmore*. 
Contact Lt Tom Wiliams. HM5 Cottesmore 
BFPG 257 or tel 07302 695843 

AieKundna Does anyone remember 
the concert party c^tod The Ramblers 
in Alexandria Egypt during WW?^ M you 
do. could you contact Peter Johnston at 
PeierJohrTstpnRrtortheottflSC.org.uk qr tel 
0136 384511 

PhOtCKjraph Bontjy WUtiams has a 
photograph taken 'rom the a* of seven 
Safttoclasa destroyers a naming in a Art 
format won with a cmrsor bt-tx-ved to be 
HMS Bermucia toltowmg ihe lead destroyer 
believed to i<-.‘ HMS Solebay ID70) On fw 
start*iand side are firree eireilHArefs wn#e on 
■ w iv rt vde HMS Trafalgar D7 T with two 
mare cji".froyer 5 on Pier port side They could 
be Jutland and Dunkirk The photo could 
have bwwt taken m the 1950-60S Contact 
8 wqy Williams, 3 Westcombe Crescenr 
Pfyirmuth PL 9 9QQ 

Fleet Air Ann If the names Machnhanish. 
HMS Landrai, Campbeltown' or tOntyre nrxj 

41 belt with you. you may want to get »n 
rotiCh A group of people in Campbettow- 
era wodung on a comrnen**athrt? enhibrtwn 
documwifing the town and toe regyan's 
rale during WW? K you ham memorugs 
or farriipy slonee, pboloqraphs or other 
nwmtjc -itr- ,1 from nkatrwn who were *iere 
pkvise cjontact Mani van Nalmond at Mari|. 
VAnWelfriond'a'argyS-bul''’' gdv.ijk qr Te( 
01369 7T3331A 

HMS Starting: Seeking fnends and 
r irapmatce of Valdemiro Ferreira who served 
«i Starting He died to 1959 in Singapore 
Hrs brother would like to contact anyone 
who knew h-im Contact Fernando Ferreiro, 
ernoit ffcmando®feprre ra239.F»net 00 ufc or 


W 01753 577730 

HMS Ascension J F Cass was m 
Asoenston dunng 19*4 5 when she was 
tovCHved wish convoy protection and hunter 
killer operarions snkinq U22 on Novwnber 
25. T 944 He is naumed by the memory of 
two allied ships being sunk by U boats and 
Ascension bung neiooH to stop and pick up 
•urvavors He would i«k.e to know what ships 
tbfrN were and contact any survivors Contact 
Sieve Baker ema i stevebeeMOiifccofi- 
CO.L* or te* 01245 350683 

HMS Ceylon Seeing a cop T of 
the commissioning book for the 1958-9 
commissiar Will raoroduc.e and relurn 
Contact Ronald Thorne, email ronakf 
thorne^bfirifemotcom qr u>- 01233 

6-11996 

HMS Wessex 1939 40 Seeking anyqrw 
whq knf l w Peter 'Pat Rend originally from 
Buckie, and had Pal Tattooed on his arm 
His wife Annie Mary Held avSe Stewart 
from Fort Gordon) taiks about the months 
when the Wesse* was dry docked n M tford 


Haven Wa^-^ Sfie nw several of mo mon 
from me ship and their wvos punng that tane 
and would like to haat from tnem Contact 
Ann>e Re»a a! iTHm^ieod^ympa boci ca or 
write to 502 1790 Lawrence A.^rue East. 
Scvtio'ogql' CHaric Canada MIR 2Y2 
William Thomas Jack Baker HM lan 
Meadows has raoent'v tohertted his title 
grandfathers W“W2 photos -u*3 is keen 
to put names to faces or warships Hts 
grandfothei 1 was in HO 33 Squad in 1940 
and was art Acting Temporary Corporal 
RM (YecwilJ in the RN Camp, Normandy, in 
1945 The pictures can be sen on www 
iflnmeadows me. uk/j,ack on toe Intarnet 
Contact Lan by pnnatl'b^'inmeadows me uk 
or at Wamuf Cotiago B H.gher f^ads End 
Evwshofi MK179ED 

HMS Vanguard: Anyone kriow Bob 
Newton who served jn HMS V&nguorp 
and « believed to be from the London 
area? Stomeur*- Iroot the LJ$ s t r ang tp 
oontaci him Conto t R Newton on 0700 
653 7963 


At Ycwjff Service entries 

■ Notices Toi this page should be brief, ckMity writ!an or typed »ind 
addressed to - The Editor, Nnvy News. HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. POt 3HH 
or email: edit'd iwynews.co.uk. It you are seiwlmg your notice in vta email, 
please include your full address and telephone number. 

■ Rpyuioiis appear in date order, and requests lo place an reitiy in a 
padicuUir edition cannot bo guaranteed 

■ Please send in Reunions at leas! ttuoe monlhs (preferably tour) betwu the 
month of the event. 

■ There may bo a delay before items appear, duo to the volume of 
requests 

■ Entries are free to non-commoreioi organisations, items pertaining to 
commercmf work books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-iof advertising 

■ Tire Editor reserves flue right to edit 01 refuse publication ot submitted 
notices 

■ Space does not allow us Jo accept nroic than one free insert Any 
subsequent notice will have to be paid for at adveftlsing rates 


History repeating 
on HMS Hurworth 


TO CELEBRATE her 
20 years at Naval service, 
minehunter HMS Hur¬ 
worth welcomed back all H 
of her former commanding 
officers. 

The ship s sponsor, Luiy 
Anne Haliifax, joined the one- 
rime ("Os and I n ends and 
family of the present ship's 
company to mark the occasion 
of the little ship’s birthday in 
May 

Lt Cdr David Hutikm, the 
present captain of the mine coun¬ 
termeasures vch^cI, kaid: 44 A twen¬ 
tieth birihdav is a major milestone 
tn anyone’s life, so we decided to 
commemorate this anniversary by 
having a celebration which will 
allow all those conoected to ilMS 
Hurwortb, Kith past and present, 
to come trn board and (tun us and 
1 hit families 

Since her launch by I^idy 
Hallifax in 1^85, the small ship 
has enjoyed a varied career, even 
winning her then CO la Cdr 
Richard Ibboison a Distinguished 
Service Cmts in 1^**1 during the 
first Gulf War when she helped 
clear densely-mined areas in rhe 
northern Persian Gulf* 

Belfast 
marks 
D-Day | 

FOR ONE week from May 2H tn 
June HMS Belfast will be run¬ 
ning a series of special events to 
commemorate the D-Day land¬ 
ings. 

Members of the HMS Belfast 
Association - ve t era ns who wit¬ 
nessed the ship s history in ihc 
making will be on hand io help 
tell the story of the ship s impor¬ 
tant role as one of the first to fire 
on the Normandy beaches. 

Highlights planned for the 
week on the cruiser, now moored 
between l^ondon Bridge and 
Tower Bridge, include D-Day 
briefings by professional actors m 
the roles of wartime officers, and 
re-enactments of gun drills along 
with other Naval deeds such .is 
issuing the rum ration. 

Displays will show taow damage 
control took place in the thick 
of battle, and the difficulties of 
controlling gunnery during the 
bombardment oi the Normandy 
coast. 

The week concludes with a 
spectacular 12-gun broadside 
firing on June h at 1 lam. 


Trying to find 
past friends 

totvn and Rtttc lotin w i I jv; 

mimed quartan, Ponvnouih 1972-1 

AK0 Trrvnr and Mflrtjarrt 

jnd Magant 1 ^ broto^f lUrry -jnd (ennv 
tvflnii ?) (ivhI iru N«qhtrnqjle Wojd. 
Soutfncd 1970 

Pteite ciontflct Su^ MdhflT cwi 

02476 544104 / 07771 913604 


i lurworth had earlier made a 
name tm herself helping m the res¬ 
cue following the J terald of Free 
Fnicrprisc disaster off /x-ebrugge 
in 1987. 

'Hie youngest member of the 
present ship's company OM Alex 


Hind joined the current CD's wife 
Rosie Hunkin to cur the cake at 
the birthday celebrations, 

• Lady Anne HaJIrfax, sponsor 
of HMS Hurworth t flanked by 
the minehunter *s former - and 
current - commanding officers 
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THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe. Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 Days DBS £69.00pp. 3DaysDBB£8950pp 
(prices include Banquet Meat} 


We narawvnuny pmbeefimooM tofc fie Royd Nan. hodng Beum k* 
HMS EXETER HMS SHIELD 4KS NEWFOWOUWC, t«S IB€¥. 

wDocmt nec^90^ T ^of Pinorm rm.castieciasscorvette 

ASSOC HUS GLORY HMS CASSANO^S GANGES ASSOC 

The Tfee^ T3B EfrSufe bedwrns cctou TV lea maMg todies. *nJ ot 
icarrHtap 143 to 240 jjests T>e hotel has a try- cjnng won m. can tati mr XO 
guess as eel as frw ^aows tsafrucnS' and ttof affias For luvur a*rrutein csrtad 
MSfiew Peacodt - Qoe'a&cns MLon 01803 32929? 

A- also hera hqteto r Eirnour Eastnrrto L^ndudno AfrocAar are) 

wABiyai ^4 lir jj j 

aarcCTir sr a nip 

For ffrfomtJfr#* 0 # f&csff betels contact Styam Pitman ot 


Tk& Association, of 

Royal Navy Officers 


Anna Hrr ^Vripn-q The Qtffli 


ARNO rt boto an ol ieen chancy and a 
membership aisoclation which n open 
to serving retired cornfTtrj.woned 

officers of the RN h RM QARNNS. 
WftlSlS, and thetr Reserves Former? 
In 192S. ARNO s primary purpose is ro 
ofheen. and dependants in 

need with grants arid bursarws from 
che proceeds of its assets, which exceed 
£3 miliort 

Tbdj]r ARNOt 9,500 members 

are offered both financial and other 
advantages, the former very ccfrifortabty 
ruceeding the annual subscription {E17 
per anwnm or £ IRQ for Lifel 

Tel; 020 7402 5231 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 
e-mail: ARNO:(| eurosurf.com 
w w wuu rosurf conrA R, NO 


Grants to nvern&ers m need and 
bursaries for children 
Trade discounts mcAnAng 
l*n i f ML 

4 knH 



Dp-re Gw 

Annual Tear Book wmh much usefr<l 
and 'iTceresctof -nforrratKsn 

A fast of member* names and 
addresses 

Free financial, kgal 8 property advice 
Free or reduced cost medical 
corftsukaoonv 
Re-Tramiqg Grants 
?.ejfiOfi*l Socal Functions (subsidi-t<-i> 
Group Holidays Abroad at 
favour afric rates 
Mad Redirection 
Nome Exchange "Bink” 

Mastemnd 

Used LMom ^iln Factkty 
Use of The Naval Club m M nrfair 


fix mnn 


v a 1 


;1j£dkl7ntv* 


RVTtpfcc* rfv fjjkj* ■ ig. 


TO The Member^ Secravy.ARNO. 70 PORCHE5TER Tct LONDON W3 3TP 


TTW srod me 


and c rnemAeWi^ 


fan 



"IMPORTANT NEWS" 


Were you convicted by a Naval Courts Martial before April 2005? 


YES! 



tf so the recent Court of Appeal decision in the case of Sfotve suggests your 
hearing may have been unfair and you may have a right of appeal. This 
could lead to the decision being over turned and even re-instatement or 
compensation in the form of back pay. (Legal Aid may be available). 

For further information pleasp contact: 

David Fisher at Richard Griffiths Si Co Solicitors using the services of 
Pump Court Barristers Chambers on: 

UK Tel: 01 722 129966 UK Fax: 01722 329988 E-mail: rgriffthsandco@aol.com 
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| Appoin tm ents 


Deaths 


Lt Col Richard E. Van tk_*r Hors I 
RM, CorTwiwxfing Oficer of the Special 
Rcm' Sffrvio? Jt«T*?d Fti.Yai Marines m 19R4 
as a Unreerarty Cadet Intrant, and passed out 
m 1980 with the surord o* ht me *.* A^jpointed 
to 45 Commando Group, commanded a Hifte 
Troop and the Mortar Troop, with, operational 
lous « Nofthcrn Ireland and Iraq, and 
to Nerwoy and the ContrtKiin. 
Completed Special f orces selection in 
1991; rjw service n Far East,, Wiitfcjke Easl. 
Atnca + Europe and North America, awarded 
(XiMn's CommOTidaTicin tor Bravery in 1995; 
40 Cdo an Operations Officer* serving m 
ModiiifranB.in and Northern tatmd* then 
commanded B Company, 40 Cdo. and 
deployed or Ex Ocean Wave to Far East and 
Sooth Africa; on completion of a Masters 
ai JSCSC n 1999, he joirvd UK 
Special Forces Headq uadt-rs as Group's 
OpiirjTions, Officer, including the rescue of si* 
fir ift'j'a ^rtikJKTrs captured by rebels in Sierra 
Leona, promoted to Lt Col in 2000; LrKSF 
Lifuson Onflow to US Central Command, and 
Ikipuiy Direct w ot Operations during the 
Guff War Chw I of Start to HO 3 Cdo in 2003; 
CO ol SBS from November 2004 (as hts 
taltw Bng Rupert van der Horst before Turn, 
197J* Bpji A hfav*, dritrrmnod and inspawj 
kvider who was Qrcattjf respected wherever 
he served. Arjixl 38 March 14. 

CSgt Richard Anthony Cart Walton 
HM. RM Dw Leconin?ka. Joined Royal 
KLr * m 1905 and servt *1 two cl lys shod 
of 20 yarns Served at Poole, 40 Commando, 
Commando Logistics Regiment. 42 
Commando. Commando Traming Centre 
RM, DSI L ifCtjnfMdd and Special Baal 
Service Aped 4T, Apr* 27. 

LOM(C) Richard Peacock. DCSA 
Gommcen Whftah&lt. May 5. 

tWFMfFl) Mark Kmnnidhy Cnmrmrider 
MCCNodhwood May 5 

Capt Mervyn Wingf*9d OSO, DSC and 
Rar, Slimarirw coni nutusty at sea during 
WWV Entered Dartmouth m 1925 after a 
RNR cadetship at Panqtioufnr! Nautical 
Cotogo. Ships ecKd«t Benbow, Warspite 
and vokwitonrod lev submarines m 1934. 
Boats included Odin. H50, Odn again tv 
the outbreak of WW? - the boat didn't 
re-tun Irani her first patrol, as CO in H43. 
Umpire Sturgeon (Russian convoys and St 
Naim Ha*ct - DSO), Tauros (Medtterranaan 
- DSC, Indian Ocean “ DSC). Euyalus (as 
2fQ. Brrtrah Naval Stall Washington. Start 
job wrth US Navy *n Nortel*. Virginia, CO of 
the Rcr^erve Fksei m the Clyde. Naval attache 
Airw-ns and TH Avrv, CO RNA3 Abbolsmch. 
Flpfred 1962. Aged 94 March 15. 

Capt Tony Wriks. One of the List rt.it xxial 
servicemen to be given a permanent 
commesfjon tarty career m submamw up 
togromdng of AJhance off Isle ot Wight. GO 
ol mvwsweeper Berton protecting British 
nUes from over-fishwig, Indian Naval Start 
Cotkige. Jupiter. Dartmouth. arte de camp 
1 i the clover nor of Hong Kong, CO of Aurora. 
:c>mmnndiV Of RN College Greenwich, 
r.-aptam ot the Pod of flosyth and Oncer s 
fiarbogrmastcr, later crvi-antsod to Chief 


Harbourmaster, Firth ot Forth. Aged &&, 
January 23. 

Cyril Francis Tawney. Songwriter, 
fofcsnger and Naval historian. Artificer 
Etectncian 1. Joined RN aged 16 m 1946 
from a Naval family, submarine service 1953- 
50 in Trespasser, Tudor. Talent and Sturdy 
White still m the Navy tn 1957 had h* Own 
TV show Watch Abroad', left RN m 1959 to* 
professional sngrng career - famous songs 
included Sajfy Free and Ea T and ’Grey 
Funnef Gnev", Submanners Association. 
Feeler branch A^jead, 74 ApnJ ?1 

Nomnan Wait on. Pelh, Officer Lone 
survrvr* u j |he sinking of HM3 Neptune m 
Doctfribct 1941 - survived throe days m 
the water and two on a raft before rescue 
by ttarkm torpedo boat and being taken to 
a PoW camp tn Italy for more Than a year 
Joined RN in 1936, other ships included 
Jarne, WoofwHJi. Tetrarch (albert very briefly 
when otter enjoying a 'wet' with a fne-nd and 
eventually realising Ehol the submarine had 
so *>d; Walton was signed on to the boot s 
list, but swjhti back to shorn hum Afexandna 
harbour breakwater - telrarch did not 
return from that pattof), once n4iMSiHf from 
PoW camp, he returned to sea on Russian 
convoys, and Rowena Left service in 1946 
before tMHng called up ogam during Korean 
War, where he served ain^rtfMT frvp yr^vs 
Presidertt of the Neptune AssoCiatjon. Aged 
84. Apnl 20. 

A,N, Knox. A0 Seaman, HMS Beffo^t 
AssooalKm. served m sfup 1961-62. April 
13. 

William Ball. RO HMS Belfast 
Assooalion, served m ship 1952. February 
7. 

Ron Cattermolc. PO Ar f iTter. Sorvod 
1940-45 m ships Actcvrty, Argus. Nairana. 
835 Squadron. Chaser and Battler. Fleet 
Air Arm Association, Greater Manchester 
branch. HMS Royal Arthur Association. 
Aged 09 April 23 

Leo Bateman. CPO. Served 1&4 T-T2 m 
Ganges, Boffasl {Xorcaj, Gonona. Superb, 
Scott. LmcoJn. VidaJ and Rooke. Apnf \Q 

A.G.E. "Aff 1 Moore, AB SD. Submariners 
AsMCi.it>on, Gosport branch. Subnarine 
service 194&-45 m Unswerving, Uphokk'r 
and Ursula. Aged B8 

K. 4 Freddie' Fox. CRS Submanners 
Ar^MCiatson, Welsh branch. Submarine 
service 1947^69 wi AmOush, Tbermopytae, 
Scythian. Aeneas, Sleuth. Subtle. IreMosscsr. 
Porpotse, SortlirwH and Dreadnought. Aged 
17. 

L. ’’Les' Draper. AB Submariners 
Association. Blylh branch Submarine 
sorvico 1944 -47 m Obey, Torbay, Vidue and 
Turpin Aged 79. 

S-F. 'Sydrwy' Dottoo. USig. Submannere 
Association. Dorset branch. Submarine 
5ennce 1949-62 in Tirefoss, Tudor, Seneschuil 
and Afencfl Aged 32. 

CharliD D. God ting, AM^A^C). Served 
194 7-69 Ships incli*trvj Ark Royal and 
Eagkf, and a^ stations Lossiemouth, Brawdy, 
Arbroath. Yeas ■ Stan and Stretton B0Q Naval 
Atf Squadron. Fleet Ar Arm Association, 
Angus branch 


Sub Lt Alexander 0, Gibb RNVR 
Served 19*3-47, Ar Am A-.vx^itinn, 

Angus branch 

Gordon E. Collins DSC. Algeomrs 
Assoc ■' oi lorrved n Htound Aged B8. 

October 23. 2004 

Frederick B. Collin son. Algerines 
Association, served m Tanganyika Aged 79 
January 11. 

Leo Biniogham, Algeones Assooat>on, 
served tn Cheerful Aged 77 Apnl 16 

Alan Statham. Atgennos Association, 
served m Rjrtikki April 21. 

Chas V, Hutchings, Alqerines 
Assucuiiion, served m PmcjEW April 17 
Derek F, Ritchie. AJqonne-!; A^soguitjon, 
served in Cockaloce Aged 80 Fetruary 27. 

JamesE.L Cullen. AJgormosAssociation, 
served in Esp*egte Aged 70 May 8 

Steve Barton, Algerines Association 
(O&sOCiatH. served in Stork. Cygnet May 5 
Ron Caitormoto, POAMCAJ, Served 

1940-46 Fleet Air Arm Association, 
Greater Manchester branch. RgyaJ Arthur 
Association Apnl 23 

Jack Williams. AF{E). Served 1941-46 
in Fplutous, implacable, 801 Squadron and 
at RAF hedne^ford. Condor and Dipper. 
Meet Ar Arm Association, Daedalus branch. 
March ?0 

James 'Jock' McOuade. Electricians 
Mate (Ax| 004 Naval Air Squadron, HMS 
Glory (Korea} 14th Comer Ar Group 
Associatwri. ApnJ 23 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Cdr P.S. EJirch, Served Diamond. 
Ausonia. Zrrst, RrerJderit, Drake, Wiimor. 
and NATO 

L* Cdr AXJA Browne, Served Kmi, 
Frobisher, Caledon-a, Actaeon. Chaplet. 
Afrikander and Raleigh. 

Cdr Ft.G.A, Gaun! DSC. Served 
DolhouSie. Groy Fox, Maunntn, Scogvon. 
Duu-nond, I eopord and Ganges 

LI Cdr D.R Gilbert DSM RNVR. Served 
Dido, Constance, Watchful, Solebay. 
Woodbndgo Haven and Neptune 

Cdr LG. GoodaJI. Served Pembroke 
Ranpura, President. Excellent, Drake, 
Roietgh and Naval Fkmpital Frtymouth 

Lt Cdr E.J. Hobbs. Served Anot and 030 
Naval Air Squadron, 

Li A.G. Johnson, Served Comus, 
Ganges, Jutland, Caesar. Victory, Ex cel lent, 
Vicldnous and Wambr. 

Lt G. Jubb. Served Flowerdown, GangcfS. 
Victorious and Mauritius. 

Chief Officer D.L KrHlctt WRNS. 

Lt Cdr W.L Payne, Served Resource, 
Liverpool. Wizard, Surprise. Cardigan Bay, 
Bulwark. Victorious, Afnkander. Mtvcury and 
Hermes, 

Lt Cdr (The Rev} C.H. Read. Served 
Ufihoidr-r, Mauritius, Defiance and Raleigh 
Cdr RAM. Viotol. Served Terror, 
De'ender. Eagle, Pembroke, Bright on, Tamar, 
Seahawk and NATO 

Cdr N.W. Watts. Served Quill am, 
Peimbfoke, Saker, Dolphin, Drak» and T>tw* 
Second Officer N M. Wotfd WRNS, 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATIONS 

Walter DureonL Norwich Served i93S- 
50. Agi^d 05. LLweft 0 

Ken Dlrown. PcferborDugh and di-slncl. 
Served 1941*46 m RN PatroJ Srwioe at 
Skegness. Portsmouth on MLs to Gibraltar 
and Freetown, then D-Day nvasron Aged 
03 January 4 

Meg Grimes nee Gordon, Pettjrtxxough 
and district, press officer, Aron 6 Scribe of 
the Year 2002, Ctty of London Red Cross 
1942-44. joined RN as VAD, ^enred at 
Barrow Gurney and Newton Abbott 1945. 
VAD (RN) Association. January 13. 

Kenneth 'Ken' Seward. Skipton and 
dleitnct. former pre^ictoril Swvd during 
WW2 m ships Bidelord, CandpLE;. Gambroko 
Cas'ir-. DeJphmiurn and Scotia Flowii CLivs 
Corvettes Association. Aged 01 April y 

Harold * Rasher' Bacon. Dartford 
loading Tetographist. Served 1943-46. Aged 
79. February 

Geoffrey Geoff' Moon. Dartford 
Telegraphist. Served 1945-4 7. Aged 76 
April 

Ernest Fox. Oswestry, member for 36 
years Stoker Served 1945-46 tn HMS 
Port Land Bill Aged St 

Stanley Webb. Kingsbury and 
Kenton, former treasurer and chairman 
Served m Ruy.il Manes 1941-46 n HMS 
Anr»on. Atlantic Gorh-oys. Despatch Rider 
CINCNORE HO. Aged 01 March. 

Alfred hopping. Thunrock. past member. 
PO Seaman. Served 193S-50 Ships mcludtf 
Chevron and Bonaventure. Aged 06. Apnl 
20 . 

Dennis Hunt. Thurrock, post associate 
member. Marine engtooet, Merchant Navy. 
Aged 94 Afrit 20 

Stan Ackiand-Severn. Southampton. 
Chief Yeoman Jointxl Ganges 194 7. 
Ships mcfudod Mercury. Fodh. Terror, and 
Permanent Staff ot HMS Wessex March 27 

Bfyth F, Green, Cari^to and dotncl, 
WREN Sick Etodh Artenctinl from 1952. 
Establishments include F J T<wadeoL Drake, 
Mercury and Kaiafrana [MaHa). April 2 

William James 'Jim' Gorman, Belfast, 
former secretory end member. Served during 
WV‘72 Aged 91 

Leonard Randle. Nuneaton Ships 
nciud'.d King George V. Aged S3. Apnl 19. 

Robert Welsh. Nuneaton. Agod S7. Apnl 

26. 

Henry E. Davey. Swindon Served 1940- 
47 m CuracHP, Mnllbar and Androssan. 
Awarded 1939-45. Atlantic and Pacific Stars 
Apnl 4 

Edward 'Ted' H. Elrown. Swindon. PRO 
and Scnbe. leHegraphet. Servrid t941*46 in 
Tartar. Awarded Atlantic, Pacrivc. Afnta and 
1939*45 Stars. May 2. 

Fred Day. Swindon. Served in Fleet Ar 
Arm 1940-47 m Vengeance Awarded 1939- 
45. AtLintJc, Pacific and Africa Star. May 2 

Angelo. Helswortn. N&rwieh, associate 
Aq#«d 59 May 7 

James -John®' Johns lone, Brchingion- 
□n-Sea PO Ef^A 4 Survivor ol HMS 
Gloucesh^ sunk off Creto m 1941. Aged 
64 MayS 


CiJjt* RK. Walpoto to Ftoet Yifaterfrcnl 
Organ nr-aS-or Devon port os Commodore 
Devcnport Fkitilia on SupEnmbt# 6 

Lt Cd G, Matthews to RMR Tyne as CO 
on September 23 

Lt Cdr H, Duffy to HMS Uwrpool as CO 
on August 30. 

Li Cdr PJ. Croon to HMS Trafalgar os 
CO on Amjijpj 2. 

Ma( AR Thornhill to RM Eiand Pfymouth 
as Director of Music on Septt?mt»v 5 

Cdro AM, Massey fo be promofed Ri-.v 
AfumaJ Jo be Awr^foi'il Chief of the Naval 
Start On Jufy 5 

Acting Cdr M.R. Honnoraty to HMS 
ViqrLant {Starboard! as CO on September 
13 

Cdr w.Q.F, Evans to HMS Manchester 
as CO on April 24. 

Acltnq Cdr A_A Jordan to HMS Iron 
Dukr j as CO on M..iy 17 

Lt Cdr AJ.L Watt to HMS Montrose as 
CO on August 30 


Swap drafts 


LOMfAWW) R J. Austin* Type 42 Gun 
Controfler/WDifV) Sea/ Harbour DM / Top 
pos. Draft: HMS York, tor deployment 
(current]. Will swap for any Portsmouth 
based ship not deploying or shore draft 
in the Portsmouth area Contact: 9366 
22073, (mob] 07752 071751, (email! 
theauslinfamiiy^i.'aol .com 

WTR1 Zoc Hodgson, Draft: HMS 
Illustrious, June 05. Will swap fur: any 
Portsmouth Type 42 cr 23. Contact: NBC(Ki 
F togtsTiy. Semaphore Tower. 9380 22992 
CPOMEMdJ B. Roberts. Draft: JSU 
North wood PQ0700, August 05 - MEM(L] 
Of (M). Will swap for. any Portsmouth 
area shore txJiei (nol London). Contact: 
HMS Manchester. BFPO 331, (mob) 07384 
144010 

Raungs seeking ta f,wnp drafts must 
moel The requirements of BR14„ article 
0506 tn pvvticuLv. they should tie on 
or due the same king of service - sea 
or shore, hove lime to serve in ttiar 
current draft; be the same rate; and be 
0 i sjitsiLlt experience AM applications 
must be made on a form C240. Forms 
for ratings within a Squad should 
be sent To their Waterfront Manning 
Office, forms all others should be 
sent to NDO, Centunon Buiding. 


Sports lottery 


Apnl Ifi: C5.000 - WTRl J. Hunter. HMS 
Lancaster El.500 - Cdr J. Scotl T N*>son W/ 
r. f500 - MEM P, Wnght. HMS Su tan 
Apnl 23: £5,000 - L0M S, Mgrr^, HMS 
CardHl: £1,500 - CM A, Cockbum. RM 
PoOto; £500 - MEM T. Vodonaivalu, HMS 
fiotlirx^am 

Apnl 30: TS.DOO - Sgt D, Thompson, 
CTCRM £1.500 - MEM M. Jones. HMS 
Illustrious C500 - LOM D. Todd. HMS 
Nehson 


Navy to 
benefit 

from 

NAAFI 

bonus 


THE NAVY’S welfare and lei¬ 
sure facilities will Rain to the 
tunc of £82*547 from a pay¬ 
out from the NAAFI (Navy* 
Army and Air Force IrmF 
lutes). 

The money is the interim 
dividend for the financial year 
2004 2005, and will be split so 
that each unit commander will 
receive a share U> provide leisure 
facilities for the use of Service 
people and their families. 

“NAAFI is constantly striving 
to enhance its customer offers and 
innovating new ranges in order 
to meet ihc changing needs of 
the Services in the provision of 
retail, food and leisure facilities,” 
said Chris Reilly, chief executive 
of NAAFI. 

'"This investment ensures thac 
we deliver value for money* popu¬ 
lar and quality ranges and provide 
excellent customer service wher¬ 
ever the Armed Forces are based 
or deployed. 

“Amongst this year's successes 
arc the improvements at Whale 
Island. Any profits are either 
returned to NAAFTs customers 
in the form of dividend, or re¬ 
invested into the business outlets. 

e are delighted to be in a 
position in make this dividend 
payment and we hope it will make 
a difference to the troops and their 
families.” 

There will be another final pay¬ 
ment for the year's hard work com¬ 
ing from NAAFI in September 
this year. 



Entries for next month’s Noticeboard must be received before June 13 


TIKIS THEME OF YOUR LIVES 



NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the 
June headlines of past decades... 




• Alongside in Hong Kong t HMS Chichester is made spick and span in 1975 

40 years ago 30 years ago 20 years ago 


ORGANISERS announced that 
they hoped to bring togeth¬ 
er some 70 Naval ships for a 
planned visit to the Clyde by 
the Queen later that year. 

The Queen was to arrive in 
HMY Britannia with a 21-gun- 
salute before sailing through 
the lines of ships to the cheers 
of the ship's companies. 

The event promised the 
presence of an aircraft car¬ 
rier,, a guided missile destroyer, 
cruisers, survey vessels, and 
RFA ships, alongside frigates, 
submarines and small ships. 

We wonder rf this year’s 
Fleet Review wilt bring back 
memories... 


TEN YEARS on and the Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh^ 
were welcomed on board HMS* 
Chichester in Hong Kong to 
watch the first firework display 
on the island since the pyro¬ 
technics were banned in 1967. 

However shortly before 
her royal engagement, HMS 
Chichester had rushed to the 
rescue of 4,620 Vietnamese ref¬ 
ugees picked up by the Danish 
cargo ship, Clara Maersk. The 
Danes had sent out an urgent 
call for help and medical aid. 

Two hours later HMS 
Chichester was under way, 
with two fully-equipped medi¬ 
cal teams and aid supplies. 


SERVING and former members 
of the Royal Navy joined the 
Queen in Westminster Abbey 
for a service to commemorate 
the 40th anniversary of the end 
of World War II in Europe. 

In his address, the then 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Dr Robert Runcie said: “We 
remember the steadfastness 
and unity of the nations that 
came together in the allied 
cause. 

"We remember the qualities 
of our own sailors and soldiers 
and airmen; the loyalty they 
showed to their units and to 
their friends; their endurance of 
hardship and danger." 







































































































\wi w.thiivni'n \ At km k 


SAW NFWS. JUNE 2m5 33 


Flight safety 
award goes 
to Yeovilton 



RNAS YEOVILTON has won the 
Kamb ara I light Safety trophy for 

2004, 

The award recognises the 
ateofive measures taken b\ the 
Somerset air base to enhance 
flight safety, reducing the cost of 
‘foreign object damage* or FOD 
hy more than SO per cent. 

One key aspect has been the 
appointment of a dedicated sta¬ 
tion flight safety officer (a lieuten¬ 
ant) and a station FOD officer u 
warrant officer} 

Rear Admiral Adrian Johns* 
Assistant Thief ot Naval Staff, 
presented the trophy to the sta- 
liuruand also handed the Hamhara 
Flight Safety Shield to the winning 
Na\ Li] Air Squadron, 8 It? NAS. 

Despite a demanding schedule 
of deployments during the year, 
H lo NAS mei alt its targets safely, 
and managed to qualify 1 virtually 
all aircrew and a number of extra 
maintenance personnel on the Air 
hid Might Safety course. 


A BRITISH admiral has been 
placed in temporary charge of 
a NATO headquarters just in 
time for a crucial assessment. 

Rear Admiral David t 'ooke 
has been appointed to command 
Striking Forces NATO (SFNN the 
Naples-based Maritime ('omntand 
HQ* for SFN's milestone assess¬ 
ment by the NATO Certification 
Team* demonstrating its readiness 
for operational deployment 

Normally ful filling the role 
as Deputy Commander to an 
American vice admiral who is 
dual-hatted as the Commander of 
Joint Command Lisbon. Admiral 
Cooke has been appointed by 
Supreme Allied ( ommand Europe 
to take command of SFN for the 


four weeks between V ice Admiral 

Ha rrv i [rich leaving at short 

■# • £_ _ 

notice to take over JH Naples, 
and the arrival of his successor Vice 
Admiral ‘Hodiikt* Stufflebetni. 

This penod will cover Ex¬ 
ercise Allied Action 05, for 
which Admiral Cooke and 
SFN Staff wtil be embarked 
in the command ship USS 
Mount Whitney off the Med¬ 
iterranean coast of Spain, 

During Allied Action SI N vn j11 
demonstrate its capabilities as the 
large-scale Maritime Component 
Commander, and will lx- formally 
assessed by NATO to ensure that 
n meets the criteria for Initial 
I >pcralional ( apahihty (IOC). 

SI N will then be available at 


short notice to deploy for open 
lional u^c In NATO .is a High 
Readiness HO or as a NATO 
Response Force HQ - a role cur¬ 
rently being filled for 12 months 
by file I k Maritime Force under 
Rear Admiral Charles Style. 

Admiral Cooke said: Successful 
certification for IOC will he a 
major milestone for SFN t and it is 
another very welcome vote of con 
tidencc in the Knyal NawN quali¬ 
ties that SAC Ft R has approved 
Its being placed under l k leader¬ 
ship foi this period" 

Of SFN s current eight member 
n.il ions \ ranee and Poland w ill be 
joining in ihe near future - the UK 
Contributes m arly 20 per cent of 
the lHO or so personnel, ranging In 
rank from Rear Admiral to Writer, 


and is second only li> the I S. 

It is very much a baotneck- 
frtciuily environment, with about 
a quarter of its personnel being 
marines, five from the UK. 

SFN can lx- deployed anywhere 
that N UT) goes, but being based 
in Naples it offers ahundanl oppor¬ 
tunities to take full advantage of 
I he delights ■ >f Italy, 

There arc not mans other places 
Chat you can get a foreign accompa¬ 
nied draft with excellent skiing only 
4 4l minutes away, your very own 
volcano, Roman remains aplenty, 
and the pleasures of the Med and 
its islands on your dtHirstep. 

Proof of the attractions of both 
NFS and Naples is the presence of 
a number of RNK augmentees for 
Allied Action 



• The thn*e Fleet Air Arm helicopter types during Exercise Loyal Manner - the Lynx (closest 
fo camera), the Sea King and the Merlin (background) 


Fast boats test the 
Loyal Mariner team 


THE ROYAL Navy returned to the wa¬ 
ters off Jutland* but it was fast patrol 
boats and jet skis which posed the great¬ 
est threat to ships, rather than the lines 
of the I Iigh Seas Fleet* 

\ si/cable RN presence was commu¬ 
ted to NAl’ON Exercise Loyal Mariner, 
a substantial war game in ihe Skagcrrak 
and Kattegat from southern Norway k> 
Denmark* drawing upon assets from 19 
Allied nations. 

Submarines, mine hunters, patrol ci.iJt. 
destroyers and frigates ana jets were 
among the military firepower committed 
I he Fleet Vie Arm sent ten helicopters 
across the North Sea two Merlins, three 
Sc. i king airborne early warning sentries 
and five I.vnxcs - from TOO. 702, 81 

849 Naval Air Squadrons, making use 


of Danish facilities at Aalborg airbase, 
ranging from refuelling to accommoda¬ 
tion and hangar space. 

On the operational front. Lay al 
Mariner provided a rare opportunity for 
the three remaining FAA helicopter Ivpes 
to ll> sjde-by-side on front-line duties 
And at sea, the potent radar of the H49 
Sc,i King A proved invaluable in the anti- 
lermrist exercises. 

The aircraft vectored Lynx in to inter¬ 
cept small Danish Tl? propeller aircraft 
attempting to attack the NATO fleet. 

On the surface, RN sailors tried out 
the latest theories on asymmetric war- 
tare, buzzing around ship* on jet skis 
to simulate the threat posed by suicide 
bombers - simitar to the devastating 
attack on the USS Cole five wars ago. 

r 


Belfast - 
ring any 
bells? 

A NAVAL historian is seeking 
answers as to the whereabouts 
of a ship s bell at key points in 
the ship's service. 

Ernest Smith is producing 
a book entitled HMS Belfast 
Association; Men of the Sea, 
and one of the chapters con¬ 
centrates on the cruiser’s solid 
silver bell, 

Mr Smith said it is known 
that the bell was donated to the 
ship by the people of Belfast 
through public subscription, 
but Ihe first details he has date 
from October 21, 1946, when 
the ship’s company marched 
through the streets. 

Ernest would like to know: 

■ How much money was raised 
by the City of Belfast * and 
how much the bell was originally 
worth? 

■ Who made it? 

fl Where it was stored between 
1939 and 1948? 

■ Where it was stored between 
1963 and the early 1970s? 

■ Was the bell ever on board 
the ship prior to 1948? 

If anyone can answer these 
queries* they should contact 
Ernest on 01460 30651 as soon 
as possible, 

Beds bonus 

A MORE efficient and economic 
hotel booking service has not only 
driven down accommodation costs 
for the MOD. buL also delivered a 
£970,000 share of the commission 
earned. 

The MOD’S Central Hotel 
Rooking Service is run by Expo tel, 
which has continuously bettered 
the average bed-per-nighi target 
rate set by the Ministry'.. 

The Defence Travel 
Modernisation team is now seeking 
to create a simplified, streamlined 
business travel booking svstem to 
build on the savings demonstrated 
by the Expot el example. 
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Commemorations Cap 
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Royal Navy Cap 
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Commemorations Mug 



D. 

_ 

Royal Navy Mug 
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Royal Navy Pm Badge 
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Made from 100% brushed cotton to keep 
your head cool; these high quality baseball caps 
have an adjustable strap meaning one size fits all* 

A, Black Commemorations Baseball Cap £6,50 UK 

B. Navy Blue Royal Navy Baseball Cap £9,99 UK 



Made with hand-laid enamel, these hard wearing items have a single 
pin fastening: to wear as a badge or ae pin. 

E. Royal Navy Pin Badge £2,99 UK 

F. Commemorations Pin Badge £2.25 UK 
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NAVY 


LOWtl POSTAGE RATES 
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JUNE ONLY?* 
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UK POSTAGE FREE " 
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Fancy a cuppa: 


D. 


Why not drink from one of our superb earthenware mugs? 

C, Commemorations Mug £8.50 UK 

D. Royal Navy Mug £8.99 UK 



Kry R.m££ jpp^oKtrruteN 3 


Keep hold of your keys with these 
practical, hardwearing keyrings. 


G. Bosun's Call Brass Keyring £2.50 UK 

H, Commemorations Leather Key Fob £2.75 UK 
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To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 or 
write to:The Business Manager. Navy News* 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheques pnraSi€ to Navy New* to accompany or den. for orders 
outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque Internacmnal Hooey 

Order in t Steriin| 

Pietr** n«e wmi shown not ociuof tele and may differ from 
fvaune J s Se« ottow op to 28 ttoys lor drtnwy E&OE 
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The Royal Jew Zealand Navy aspires to be 
the best small nation Navy in the world. 

To help us reach our goal, we are looking to 
expand the skills base of our personnel with 
the placement of selected applicants with 
extensive Royal Navy experience. 

i/Ve are 


[y looking for Seaman Officers 
tehkeeping and Navigation 
as well as Helicopter Pilots 
(QHl desirable). 


If you have proven skills, adaptability and the 
desire to experience ' not only a great life but 
a fantastic lifestyle, you may be who we're 

looking for. | l I k 

I Apply Now! 

Apply in the first instance to . 


Underwater welding in association with The Welding Institute 


navyjobs@ihug.co.nz 


Navy 

/t # s your future , Launch it* 


w: www,professionsldivingacademy.com 
e: carol@professionaldivingacademy.com 

i: illU. +44 (0) 1369 701 701 


join 
civvy 
Workforce 

WORKFORCE Staff and Busin*** 
Agency is particularly interested 
in the skills nf Service personnel 
who have the in-depth experience 
required by companies through¬ 
out Scotland. 

"Our clients are aware of the 
disciplined working environment 
and dedicated skills offered by 
members of the Armed Forces, 
making them a desirable asset for 
prospective employers." said Bev 
E waiherby, area manager, 

“We have a long history of 
assisting Service personnel who 
are considering a new profession. 
ITse change from Service to civil¬ 
ian life t an be daunt mg and we 
will assist, offering Iree assistance 
and advice on the presentation 
and layout of personal details, 
whilst trying to place them in jobs 
appropriate to their needs and 
si 


May the Mediforce Dive, dive, 


be with you 


.\ 1E D [ FORCII Pa ra m cd i c 
Services (UK) Ltd, was 
Established in January 2002 
by three si ate-registered, 
serving paramedics Dickie 
Henderson, Martin King and 
Peter SumnalL 

The remit of the company was 
to supply quality medical per- 
sonnel to the private sector at 
events including professional polo 
matches, showjumping, cross¬ 
country eventing and professional 
horse racing. 

The reputation of the company 
as a professional outfit wim grew 
and MediForce found itself sup¬ 
porting large motors ports events 
at slock car circuits,, speedway and 
scrambling events and ultimately 
Silvers tone race circuit to cover the 


WORKFORCE 


flu nrr; 

Providing o professional & efficient rrtruitmenl lenrice 
Royal Naval and Royal Marin e Penonne/ and their families 

W> fnw pfptt-fiwi wHo If* iiUHWTri rn mtiving inlomumn Oft if* tifren ind 

qujM ciboni pf Serwic* Pi'KNOrtnd. pjrtjcubrfy tfxyw wuh ipcculjlt vkillj *rwj wt would 
b* lo (rom * 1 ^ 30 *** who would I t 1 amiLince wrtjl tfm? tram (two fnom 

a Sfrrxt (o a Cmlan tj.r*rr 

VYc jrr fjrthrr abJf to hf>p wr(h (rrTipora fy ^ penrunent employmcfvt. Service (inmfit'i who 

art ksc* irj 5 fpr *5fi« wfulu living m Scotland 

Conua Our Rttrutmenl CotnuHims for detail 00 ho* to r^iutr 

Hflnnburp OMlt 67275^ 

Kotyih 01333420000 

tmjil f*c rvFtmctttSf^wfvba CcMjk wrtnitr- wwwwkismuli 

Head Office; I T - 19 John SUrx^t. HHrmburjjh GS4 0GA 


•f**ve 


Interdive 


Catling ait Leading Medical Assistants or above t are 
you qualified for the outside world? 

If r ox, 1 -.!' .ire offering HSE Approved Offshore Medic courses St 
i 1,765 wh oh will help you to qet into the oil industry. 

" ‘Ie:i.■ i i ntacl c ,r UR office n 01752 550060 

r e rrja Medicf^jnterdive.cauk. 


World Super Bike Championships 
in 2001/2004 and concerts such 
as Glastonbury. 

Dickie Henderson the manag¬ 
ing director nf the company said 
a Wc started Mcdil ’orce on the 
back nf another company we had 
formed called “Mcdifoun" this 
was more of a hobby for us than ■ 
serious business adventure. 

"We only supplied 1x4 ambu¬ 
lances for off road events. It was 
a bit of niche market however and 
it grew at ^uch a rate that we ha if 
to think seriously about the future 
structure of the company and its 
growth potential/* 

Medil-nrce Paramedic Services 
opened for business in January 
2002, The decision to form a 
training division within the com¬ 
pany was made in December 2002 
and so was born MediTrain. 

MediTrain was set up primarily 
to provide USE First Aid at Work 
courses but again it soon became 
evident that, due to the pnSes¬ 
sional attitude of its instructors, 
a more advanced line of medi¬ 
cal training was required, so we 
developed our EM I Emergency 
Medical Technician courses. 

EMT is a relatively new term 
ansi qualification here in the UK 
- it was adapted from US amhu- 


Become an 
underwater welder 


Tel No: 01369 701 701 

E mul : t ar a 10 prof mion j Ed inn q ac j dem i c □ m 


Thinking of Givy Street? Due for Demob? 
Ml on RUNDOWN period? 


Professional training courses. 

Distance learning courses in Sales 
- Management - NLP Domestic 
Appliance Repair... Plus many more, 
visit web wwiibranianagemenLcom 

or call 08700 At 1725 

for prospectus. 

Distort! ft (or wrr''g, ,> wcFfidy cktnobbfd penoflftd 


lance services rank structure. 

In the United Stales a trainee 
paramedic will usually start their 
career as a fire-lighter and then 
specialise as an EMT Basic. 

Although all services in the UK 
use different systems, most ambu¬ 
lance services call their nev.lv- 
i rained personnel ‘ambulance 
technicians', although some serv¬ 
ices haw moved away from this 
ansi now use term FMT. 

To qualify as an ambulance 
technician in the L'K you must 
e’s rst attend a six-week basic train¬ 
ing course. 

If you successfully pass this 
course you will be known as a 
trainee technician or in some serv¬ 
ices an ‘HO per center’ or even 
a 'FAB trainee assistant para¬ 
medic. 

Then you will spend the next 
year being assessed for NVQs and 
mentored by work-base assessors 
who will usually be experienced 
paramedics. 

At the end of this training year 
you will be asked to sit a qualify¬ 
ing examination to qualify as an 
ambulance technician or EMI’. 

Once qualified you should tech¬ 
nically spend the next three to 
four years gaining experience on 
the road before you are allowed 
iti apply to sit your paramedic 
entrance examination. 

If successful you will attend an 
extremely intense six-week par¬ 
amedic course and then attend 
hospital theatres for two weeks, 
and another fortnight in A&K and 
cardiac care units. 

[Tie student should he taught 
to deal with the most severe of 
traumatic injuries and illnesses 
that could render a patient uncon¬ 
scious, assess the situation and 
do as much as they can with the 
equipment available to preserve 
life until the arrival of emergency 
medical personnel. 


WANTED PC/INTERNET USERS 
WORK FROM HOME 

Ethical, Successful Business 
Genuine nodimit earnings 
Full training provided 
Many serving and ex forces 
personnel already on board 
You have the skills: Motivation the 
only other resource needed 1, 
visit www lifechange.uk.com 
for free information 


MediForce 


Ltd 


EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS [RAINING 

Pre hospital Medical Training Leading To A Thames Valley University Accredited 
Certificate Level Three. Enhanced Learning Credit Approved Supplier, 


Contact: MediForee Paramedic Services (UK) Ltd 
Stoke Poges Lane, Slough, Berkshire, SL t 3PB 
Tel: 01 753 5G5678 Fax: 01753 5056 79 

Email: training^mediforce.org 
www.med i force.o/g 


dive with the 

professionals 


th 


e 


THE Professional 
Diving Academy is a 
new British diver train¬ 
ing school based near 
Glasgow offering com¬ 
mercial diver training 
to the exacting national 
standards set by the 
UK Health and Safety 
Executive for air diving 
to 50 metres (or 165 
feet). 

These qualifications arc 
stepping stone to a career into the 
diving industry. 

The academy is situated on the 
sheltered waters of die Holy [jt>ch 
with varied and deep water condi¬ 
tions in nearby locations 

We have brought back the prac¬ 
tical tooling skills required for 
students to become mure readily 
accepted, and acceptable, to the 
commercial diving industry. 

We offer HSU Approved cours¬ 
es, which are recognised around 
the world, in; 

IVofcssumaJ scuba: this qualifies 
you to perform work using scuba 
diving equipment including full 
face masks, through water com¬ 
munications etc. Employment cun 
be found in areas such as scien¬ 
tific diving, engineering surveys, 
shellfish diving, media films. 

Surface demand atr diving: this is 
the first step to work in the com¬ 
mercial diving industry utilising 
helmets, u mb ilica Is , denmtpres - 
sion chambers and the equip¬ 
ment associated with underwater 
salvage and construction* 

LU r hell: this is the deeper level of 
surface demand diving involving 
being lingered into the water in 
a wetbeli system. It is a common 
method of diving on offshore oil - 
field sites around the world- 

We have a number of new 
approaches and initiatives: the 
academy offers training in spe¬ 
cific skills which already qualified 
divers may require to assist proof 
of ‘competence 1 on particularly 
difficult jobs such as: underwater 
w elding, underwater cutting, con¬ 
taminated water diving, enclosed 
space diving, safe operation of 


pneumatic and hydraulic tools, 
underwater inspection, NDT 
techniques, salvage techniques, 
underwater video techniques, 
underwater photography, under¬ 
water painting, hull cleaning, 
search and rescue techniques, rig¬ 
ging underwater, 

We have established a modern, 
and professional facility utilising 
the best of equipment which is 
maintained to exceptionally high 
standards. 

Our premises are a qOOOsq ft 
modern warehouse and office 
facility, within a mile of the div¬ 
ing site, and offers lecture rooms, 
offices, warehousing and train¬ 
ing workshops. It will also con¬ 
tain a deep diving tank offering a 
controlled and sheltered environ¬ 
ment for early training safety and 
underwater training for certain 
tools skills. A large, t’ullv equipped 
DI>C for chamber discs and as a 
back-up facility is also installed. 

Pier and beach access is availa¬ 
ble through the Holy Ijoch Marina 
at Sandbank, Dunoon, permitting 
initial open-water diving to take 
place from the shore, and also 
allowing mooring facilities for the 
school's diving related vessels. 

We have recently fitted out a 
38m lung vessel to use as a div¬ 
ing platform for ihe deeper diving 
phase of the courses. 

A decompression chamber, dive 
control, and compressor room are 
□Iso mounted in weather-proof 
containers as a realistic introduc¬ 
tion to real diving situations. 

The Professional I living 
Academy Ltd, Unit PJ Sandbank 
Business Park, Sandbank, Dunoon, 
Argyll, PA2 i KQZ. 0 H69 701 701 
or enquiries^profess!onaldiving 
academy.com 


■ naan 

Phoenix CP Ltd 


Tee 01433-3*0223 

Er^fii]: ESimiY i ff'Ssen' icp.ccfp 


F«xr 01432.S5O092 
Web: . o h«nixc?.com 


Professional Close Protection Training 

Jrxtefj^rvarfltv m-i E*, ‘tin—« 5A5 OifftfT-f* ft ■!> ,ir r <yr. n, 

h -f -T -vlx. Trj.'; ,fm* rfTr^v i r .+ 

. ■ ■"'* • • j Mil. ri^j tc Otw'f ah«.1 \ 

CVi^ PttjrKiiart Trj^wiq Iiijfvi 
T*t Ts, *J F >rr,®r-n-r, 

n Tjfle f Cr,jr T ^'“. 

H» W CSn^u^cjftom Clu^i 
Tr j.n .—*] ' ’-V 

f *[E I it 1 ! hnuwi, 

IXJuvff ■ ,>jr run. oh 

SI* r rrinnirpj otijjriui M^n ^ ri/in [■' 

l j ! V Jr.-.jtr{H )||*r >~»g 

Wf#MUH Uuiiwiit (f« - rrvt»i,*d trf up In 

' mjy* riutifL^n #r the end at the twirw 

el OtH* •J’e’, tuTufi lMV# r»TKU n i 

«*<P**!' 1}**J _• f .Jr* 1 1 l‘H r i J uqfr'Wrty fit OjTF" jpf ~ ~ T^r>| \ 

Unjiwertfi H.* I, LLgtwflrdinc, Htritord, HA I 4DF 


L jnpvr 
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PROFESSIONAL DIVER TRAINING THE WAY IT SHOULD BE! 


Approved Courses 
Supplied Air Di 
Professional Scu 

Wet Bell 
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The road to a 

new future 


TUI (oh ot an approved driving 
instructor (ADI) is -in interesting 
and rewarding one 

Driving instructors come from 
all walks of life: ex-Service per¬ 
sonnel, teachers, office, hanking, 
retail, salesmen and many others. 

In fact, anyone who is look¬ 
ing for something different from 
the usual nine-to-five mb and for 
■a hum the idea of being their own 
boss is attractive, should look at 
this opportunity to start a new 
career. 

Job satisfaction is high there 
is nothing like the feeling of a job 
well done when a pupil passes 
their test first lime, 

h is a very sociable form of 
work, 

A full-time instructor will prob¬ 
ably have between 20 and 10 
pupils on his or her Hooks at any 
one time; each one has a different 
personality and learning ability. 

Experts in 

Intcrdivc Services Ltd, the 
Plymouth-based offshore diving 
operations management and train¬ 
ing company and sister company 
InterMedic 1 ' 4 Services) haw been 
running first aid and ad\ - anced 
medical skills training courses 
since even before the L K 

diving regulations required such 
qualifications 

Courses include the HSE 
O fish ore Medic required for 
medics who work on offshore 
rigs, platforms* vessels and barges 
involved m the oil and gas indus¬ 
try. 

The standard of training is sec¬ 
ond to none with highly moti¬ 
vated and experienced instruc¬ 
tors (many ca-Services), excellent 
facilities with a multitude of mod- 


Thc Central instructors 
Association (CIA) was formed 
in 1980 and since then we have 
grown to become one of the larg¬ 
est driver and instructor training 
organisations in the country. 

CIA have been runing their 
Instructor Training School since 
1^88 and during that time, their 
course has evolved into one of 
the most effective ADI training 
courses available. 

CJA is a member of ORDIT a 
scheme run by the Department 
of Transport (Driving Standards 
Agency) and the driver training 
industry. 

To be an ORDIT member, 
the organisation concerned has 
to pass a rigorous and ongoing 
assessment process. 

ITiis examines the standard of 
training and the quality of facili¬ 
ties offered by the school. 

dive safety 

ern medical equipment and the 
latest training aids. 

Other courses are run to the 
syllabus and competencies laid 
down by the UK Health & 
Safety Executive, the Norwegian 
Petroleum Directorate and vari¬ 
ous other internationally recog¬ 
nised standards as far away as 
Australia. 

Interdive and In ter Medic are 
training providers to the UK 
Ministry of Defence, including (he 
Royal Navy, Royal Marines* Fleet 
Air Arm as well as civilian police 
and various Army diving teams. 

For information con¬ 
tact 01752 558080 or e-mail 
medici^mterdive.co.uk . Website 
wwwJnterdive.co.uk 


WORRIED ABOUT 
YOUR PENSION 

Or LACK of it? 
Take action NOW! 
FREE Report 

www.plan2escape.com 


OWN A PC? 



Put it to WORK FROM HOME! 
f Earn up to 

t £ £500-£2000 
. part time 

Full Training & 
Proven System 

ww.wortfroinvotirfi()Q>e,co,iik 


WANT TO BE A FIREFIGHTER? 


For an essential professional guide you cannot afford to miss visit 

www.how2become.co.uk 

tend a ehCK^utt/poslai order for £ la 99 payable to riQw2t>acorrie to 




PO Box 1054 
Maidstone 
ME 1 6 8WS 

Please state CD Rom or Hard Copy 




Leaving the 
full-time IMavy? 


Why not be paid 
in your spare 
time? 


www. royal navy, mod . uk/mr 
03456 07 55 55 



Part-time success 


A safe future 

with KAWNS 


KAWNS Safety Services pro¬ 
vides safety-training to the high¬ 
est professional standards Raw ns 
are members of several national 
organisations including the BSC', 
ROSPA, and IOSH, 

Our training programmes are 
accredited by several globally 
recognised organisations such as 
the HSE, Cl EH, NEBOSH & 
IOSH. 

The remit is to provide training 
which will greatly enhance the 
professional development for peo¬ 
ple within the Armed Forces, 

This is done by using a stall of 
specialised and professional tutors 
and by continuously upgrad¬ 
ing the course programmes, The 
cofupany is run by ex-servicemen 
so uv understand your specific 
needs, 

Based in Gosport, Hampshire, 
Kawns' training facilities are mod- 
cm and in a location that is con¬ 
ducive to learning. 

There are many suitable hotels 
very close by\ as well as appropri¬ 
ate Service accommodation and 
all means of travel are nearby. 

Courses can be tailored to 


Armed Forces specific needs and 
can be used for resettlement. 

The choice of safety and emer¬ 
gency medical courses provided is 
not surpassed elsewhere. 

Kawm* portfolio is extensive 
and details can be found on the 
website. Some of our courses are 
registered with ELCAS for ElJC 
funding. Courses include: 

SUB ( >S ft C je ncral f ierti ftcate, 

IOSH Managing Safety, C1BH 

Principles of Atatmal Handling^ 
CIl .lt Principle of COSHH> 
Cl EH Htiiic Health and Safety t 
Dtopie Handling in Hurting 
ip Cars, People Handling in 
Nun tug and Cart Advisor, USB 
Accredited First Ifni Aid 
or Manual Handling Instructor 
Training 

If you are looking for a job m 
the safety training industry' you 
can register on the safety trainer 
website for free and we will help 
you find a job. 

Contact Kevin Mitchell* Kawm 
Safety Services l jd, 1 taxlar Marine 
Technology Park* Haslar Road* 
Gosport* Hants* PO12 2A< ■ 


WHY you would fai at a part- 
time Dusiness* 

Many of us wisn tor extra 
money at the end oi the month. 
Most, however, leave st to luck 
with the lottery. But there is 
another way. 

Throughout the UK many 
people are discovering how to 
easily supplement their exist¬ 
ing income with a simple part 
time business. No qualifications 
are required and the only skills 
needed are drive and motiva¬ 
tion. 

With the current situation 
involving pensions, most of us 
will face great hardship in our 
latter years. This is why the best 
time to start a contingency plan 
is now! 

The mam reasons you wouid 
tail at a pari time business are 
lack of support* no system 
to follow, no training or most 


importantly no marx* in whic 
to se 1 our product 

t r >/>',. is a company in in- 
UK winch has covered i i the^v 
angles and is providing ordinan 
people with fantastic second 
incomes/’ said Baz Lynch who 
spent nine years in the Forces 
and went on to set up his part- 
time business, in conjunction 
with this company. 

“The beauty of the products 
are, that you only have to sell 
them once. You will then be paid 
each month without ever having 
to go back and sell anything 
else to that customer.* 

If you are curious about how 
you could improve your life with 
a growing second income for 
work you do only once, then 
grab this free report. !t could 
be the best step you ever made 
towards providing for yourself 
and your family. 



Resettlement Courses in Cape Town 

MCSE, MCSA, MCSD, MCAD, SQL 
Lmux, Cisco, A+, Network+, Web Design 


Includes Accommodation, Airport Transfers in Cape Town 
Courses from 10 to 4S day*-. Swimming Pool and Gym in Complex 
Instructor led training. Authorised Training Centre, Microsoft Certified Partner 
Exam Study Materials. Authorised VU€ Test Centre 

Ftyinq, t>Y*r*Q ami Yachting course* a/so awaito<ve 
+44 (0)1225 717025 mfo@ij2ko.com wwwJ2ko.com 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education Tel: 01302 859054 

]»(> Bo\ 460. DONCASTER D\4 9XL 

h « w.ncM I caJeduciitii hi. cii.uk 



FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 


- 1 

Then look at becoming a 


driving 

instructor 



earn up to £450pw + car 

If the idea of working as a self employed 
driving instructor appeals to you, then cal! 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 


CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0300 70 7000 

www.ciadriving.com 


fRun by ex servicemen, 

we understand your needs 1 

NEBOSH General Certificate (UK Sr Germany I 

IOSH Managing Safety 
Manual Handling Objects & People 
including Instructor Training 
First Aid Training including Instructor training 

Pf tone: 02392 335031 (Mil 9214803 5031 ) 

Fax 02392 335033 (Mil 92M803 5033) 

e marl' rnfo@kawnssafetyservices co uh 

www.kawnssafetyservrces.co.uk 

Warn to be a health and safety trainer 7 
Register at www.safety-trainer.co.uk 
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Enlist on a 

Full ! ime Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for employment in a 
specified location 
for 3 years 

with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 



RON VI 

MARINI s 
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”A 


1/ 
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Join the 

Naval 
Careers 
Service 


The Director of Naval Recruiting 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 

Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 


\ 


Carlisle 


\ y vl 


A 


/ / 

i/ 


y 

Preston 



Leeds 




. Birmingham 


^trV 



FTRS rates of pay apply 

(reviewed annually 
and pensionable) 

( A3 from £23>433 rising to 

CA1 up to £34,441 

with effect from l Apr 04 

Regular Service Pensions 
wilt he abated 
rr> that your total 
remuneration wilt not exceed 
your basic pay 
\ an the last day 

, of regular sen ice 

Norwich 


Peterborough 
Qxford (‘‘'"fridge 



rC 




J 




Fur further information please contact: 
l>NH SO i Support - Ll Tina Gray - PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 


Appointment of Fee-Paid Service 
Members of the Pensions Appeal 
Tribunals 2005 


& dca 


Department for 
Constitutional Affairs 

Jus-tsco, rrarits and cerritscrpcv 


The Secretary of State and Lord Chancellor invites applications from suitably qualified 
persons to be appointed as fee-paid Service Members of the Pensions Appeal 
Tribunals. Applicants who can be both officers and other ranks should have served in 
the Armed Forces or HM Reserve Forces, preferably for at least 5 years, The retirement 
age is 70 years and the Lord Chancellor will expect a reasonable period of service 
before retirement. 

The Pensions Appeal Tribunals principally deal with appeals by ex-service personnel in 
connection with their claims for a War Pension and related benefits. Service Members 
sit with a legally qualified Chairman and a Medical Member, 

Successful applicants will be appointed for five years initially. Renewal for further 
periods of five years is automatic subject to the individual's agreement and the upper 
age limit unless a question of cause for non-renewal is raised, or the individual no 
longer satisfies the conditions or qualifications for appointment. The current fee is £193 
per day. 

How fo apply 

Application packs can be downloaded from the Department's website 
www.judiciahappointments.org.uk {current competitions) or obtained either by 
telephoning 020 7210 0123, faxing a request on 020 7210 0124. by e-mailing 
jaas@dca.gsigov.uk or by writing to: 

Competition Code: 05:00187* 

Judicial Appointments Applications Service 

Department for Constitutional Affairs 

Room 2.26, Steel House 

11 Tolhill Street 

LONDON SW1H 9LH 

DX 149822 WESTMINSTER 6 

" Please use the competition code in all correspondence. 

All completed application forms must be received by 14th June 2005. 


The Secretary of State and Lord Chancellor is committed to equality of opportunity in the 
appointments process for all those who are eligible for judicial office. He encourages and 
welcomes applications from women , minority ethnic and applicants with disabilities. 






(cxcl.VAT) as effective from 1st jangjiry 2005 

Full Page ....*...-.....,£2,268 

Half Page..............I ,253 

Quarter Page ...................£709 

S c.c. (min 3 cm)—...—............— .....«....£ I 4.05 


IFI 

Linage ..... 90p per word 

Trade minimum .—..........„3D words 

For Sale ............... Minimum IO words 

Box Number ..........„„,«.+**,*.,**.**»..... £3 

PEN FRIENDS 

See details on Miscellaneous Page 

Oiscounti, Colour Technical Ocuiis available on request 

Telephone: 023 9272 5062 Fax: 023 9283 0149 

■for a full Media Rack www.navynews.co.uk 



Twickenham 
Sea Cadets 



.fcl'iM Uil* 


Twickenham Sea Cadets invite applications for 
the position of Commanding Officer. 

The Unit is situated inTeddington, Middlesex by 
the RiverThames with its awn river frontage. 

A full range of Corps activities are undertaken. 
The Unit is an RYA Boating Station. 

Applications to be submitted, in writing, to: 

Mr B Giil 
Chair, UMC 
11 Anglesey Close 
ASHFORD 
Middlesex 
TW15 2JH 


HAVEYOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 
ON OUR WEBSITE? 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more contact: 
Sheila Thompson 




www.navynews.co.uk 


SUPERB 2nd INCOME 

PiT F/T. FULL SUPPORT 

80 yr old UK PLC 

0 I 278 502 004 

free information pack available 

www.Brighthorizons4uxo.uk 


30% of the world is covered 
by land, you’ll cover the rest. 



NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
RESEARCH COUNCIL 



National Oceanography 
Centre, Southampton 

UNlVfUSlTY Of SOUTHAMPTON A HO 
NATURAL fMVIBOHMfHT HI Vf f.HtlH COUNCIL 


Southampton 


The Council has an 
equo/ opportunities policy 
and welcomes applications 
from all sections of 
the community. 


Head of National Marine Facilities 

National Oceanography Centre • £43,000 - £54,000 plus benefits 


The National Oceanography Centre, Southampton is 
the national focus for Oceanography in the UK with a 
broad remit to achieve scientific excellence as one of 
the world’s top five oceanographic research institutions. 

The Centre, formerly the Southampton Oceanography 
Centre is jointly owned by the Natural Environment 
Research Council and the University of Southampton. 

Our brief is wide ranging, incorporating the national research 
vessel fleet and other major facilities through to strategic 
research for NERC and academic research and education to 
support the University. We also undertake major ocean 
technology development, carry out long-term observations, 
manage international science programmes and we work with 
the wider science community to provide strategic leadership for 
the whole UK marine and related earth sciences communities. 

This is a key appointment and reports directly to the Director 
of the Centre and has a seat on the Centres Executive Board, 
The role involves establishing and leading a new division of 
National Marine Facilities which is being created as part of a 


major reorganisation. With over 100 employees working in 
UK Ocean Research Services* Research Ship Unit and the British 
Ocean Sediment Core Repository, you will have experience of 
successfully leading a team in a period of change, communicating 
clearly and decisively throughout the process. 

Experience of the organisational and logistical side of 
managing facilities while remaining committed to providing a 
high class service to your customers in the scientific 
community is also key. 

In return, this is an excellent opportunity to make your mark in 
this fascinating area and you will receive an attractive salary and 
a wide range of benefits. 

If you are interested, please contact Susan Lloyd on 
01793 442592,e-mail sllo@nenc.ac.uk Polaris House, 

North Star Avenue, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 I ELL 

Closing date: Friday 17th June 2005. 

Interview date: 14th July 2005. 
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Miscellaneous 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6m x 7m 

£34.05 including U-K. postage and vat. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 5 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

sp&cJafist experience over 85 years 

C.RMUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 3 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquines@chmunday.co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 

(SdctV *ny *btp «f FAA. CK.] 

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) 

Should there he am Hern you rd|uue w hich ,s nc« show n, please contact us. jncJ we 
will endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all ihe products in our portfolio 

Whether you ;ifl* buying for yourself, or ,< loved one. we will he happy to gise you 
prices and quantity discounts upon application 

Military Matters 

7 Waterside, Greenfield* Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 71)1* 

III: tH457 KT7010 lu\: S77llth e-mailiniilitaoaiiatn rv htoptm*orid.rnm 



TRAFALGAR 

If 

Srlkruptnn 

SfKDilif cuRmjivjcmtsJ In </<-rnmrroonif 
the bi-cminui> erf 
ntfory TV ntHn. bewtrvix cxmrJ i 
lujth pntt (he viwii erf Oir, Iritartr 
iril '-■[ ify cn> > mrunttmtar pmlr m 
ihnf l™3rt Salh. u iI.vp rdm- ihnf 1 
I i miticns- sKTui d hiv ii*dll oh board ihr 
flajpbip MM3 Victory 



Trj/alpan a superb gidee pniil on camus. in s;ift frank' measuring 2h"\22 
The engraved title ptuie is a genuine piece nf rapper recovered from If MS victory 
Images b) kind permission of National Manlitne Museum, liaertwitli 
This is a sinetb limited ediuon of b00 ^ 550+50 authors copies) 1 
Your very own ctMiummoraihr picture can be ordered by culling 
OHOt Kt | Mob. ir i H0 Iikikm - email admins leadjnglifcs4yle.co.uk 

Total price: £125 + |Vp 


EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR 

* Wide range of quality garments 

* Free colour brochure * low minimum order 

♦Competitive prices - 

emhruidiTcd polos from l6 oo, 

sweats £$ 00, l-stuns 75 

♦ Fire cmUoKtcry prwf 

♦ No set up 

♦ Quick delivery 

* sbcui vnm tobmh*cki^c fie t &csrrs» 

BANANA WOOt-J WORKSHOP 
46 Old Lane B^kenshaw Bradford Bbll UX 
Tel 012 U 6SS103 Fta 01274 652524 
www bmnfnoeiijOuJi 
emad sales^banaAflJWOA co uk 
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skyihvim; cohrsks 

▼ IN FLORIDA | 

Fnecfjtl Advipnhfrcs ? nd «• happy 

to 0 lt«f Vilitiry DrscoUBted Stydifinq Courses 
It* be$HM*t to »dvjj«eerf undent buutrful 
Sfbnliii, Florida Oar Skfdmng School is 
British ownc-d ud openled Lac Jted on the 
ttu cont of Floods iM iropuej I pj#adn.e n 1 
gnat plat n lot pot liyrfrrmg vacation 
Come |oir «; lor e u Ixemt lun in Che sun 
Cooiact os lot farther drTaits 

Freefall Adventures. Florida 

tX pV Airport Cmr, Tpla i tn i Renii S99L USA 

Tri:{7?2> 3S0 0S50 F*Jt:I772i 581 44*68 
Email: skydiyef4ik0aol.com, 
www.lfjdvcntures.e&nl 


NAVAL & MILITARY 
ANCESTRY 

Vi oil Id \uli like m lind out more 
about an ancestor? 

[ am a speciali st researcher of 
Naval, KM. Military, Royal 
Hying Corps and RA1 ; records 
between 1775 and c. 1945 
John.Arnold. 

I hi- J uliet House, Lustlei^h, 
New lun Abbot. Devon l"QI3 */! R 
Tel: 1)1647 277 4H2 
Fax: 01647 277 455 
liMail: ncihnlnniEildCc aol.com 


HelensburgH 

TROPHY CENTRE 

TANKARDS 
AND 

HIPFLASKS 
ENGRAVED 
WITH YOUR 
SHIP'S CREST OR LOGO 

68 East Clyde Street Helensburgh 

Tel/Fax: 01436 672974 

www hetansbutqhiiDphycenlre co uk 
t ma il 1 nta a bH ensbur g htrup h yc entre co uk 




R £CJI MENTAL TIES, blazer 

Badaev Cufl l inks. Buttons, Medals, 
Cap Badges, M Milan a £2.00 for list* 
Cat man vs dXp NN), 31, Iklle Vue St., 
11 Icy. N. Yofis YOU yiUi. 
m w bv. c ji i rn i so n.frtt^ erve.co.uk 


HAVEYOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 
ON OUR WEBSITE? 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more contact: 
Shelia Thompson 

023 9275 6951 
www.navynevvs.co.uk 
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IWANTED! 

H.M.S. 

^Beirs^si 

Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Sumnierhill North, 

St Lukes. Cork IRL 

00353 21 45015731 

CtfUechtr itt l A ttttutfhty & 


\ 


I^intin«> «f a particular ship, 
carried nut by experienced artist, 
in either watercolour or oil, at 
reasonable prices which include 
framing and delivery 
Detailv Don Bryan (01744) 20243 
email: dnn.hry nn.7icj virgin.nel 


LOST MEDALS 



REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 

TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 

c mail:rdhmedals@ aol.com www.rdhmedals.coin 



WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 

SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals :inri Mcthil MiniminiL 

5n lirotri Street, SidcirifKir, Hroim^rmc% VSorcv ltt>l HIT 
14ft: 01527 835375 Kai: 01527 576798 
Local Ratr l K Onh: DK45 65HZOOI 

Ml MM > PRIH \ WH)S \l n HIUMUKIH HI OR MM I 

It II M/J Rl ri M I 'll M V1IM MIKl SOIML > M PM o u 
Ml n\LS ntM-l « 1 It tMi M i I VNfllfO v \i SO tUII vK| I 

M '.[l S M K»H I.Sll St ( M tl *H*\ \ 


Order mi line livid” our secure nchsile wi>n,worcmedilU T coUi 
E-mail ui at vtim u uorcmcdaK.cum 


Lost Your Medals? 

We can replace them now. 

Full size and miniature. Service details engraved. 
Professional ribbonning service. Frames, badges and more. 
Commemorative medals available 
including the Maritime Service Medai. 




7 , | Contact our friendly staff 

)C 4 \G-<^M4 A\ ia\I for the new brochure 

J 01548 830717 

www.bigburymintcom Email; medal® bigburymintcom 
BEgbury Mint, River Park, Ermington, Devon PL21 9NT 
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SHIPS PORTRAITS 

11 ms \r U Rm 
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Trl. Dt7524«55ft5 
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& PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHI PS / SO U AD R ON S/R EG! M EN TS/C LU B 

HM Services arid cuslo-m-made for Outs. 
Banos. Choirs, etc. BJazer buttons, medals, 
nations & sundns 
Phase st?nd SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO (G9| NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Colefoi'd, Giov GLIB 7HA 

Tel/Fax: 01594 B32200 
E-mail: pamiewiu@>oneiei com 
www. tti eh era Id iccomp any.co. u k 
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BAND OF HER MAJESTY'S 

ROYAL MARINES 
SCOTLAND 


ECUs 





I ruler Ilif DiiTfliun fit 

(.'uptaln \ J Smallwood INiAltWpl HMuMlIoibi \ K.NM KM 

Presents a New Recording 

'VICTORY IN EUROPE’ 

Commemorating the 60 th Anniversary 

Feilunngi Battle d Britain March HMS Trinidad - Cockleshell Heroes - The Cam Busier* 
The Langnl Oaf - Pegasus ■ A Bridge Toe Far - Hymn To The Fallen - Yictnry in Europe 
Moonlight Serenade - American Patrol Song* That Won The War Colonel Bogey - Victory Al Sea 
Millcmunm Ptiyef Far Peace - The Royal Britnh Legion March ■ A Lileon The Ocean Wave 

TO ORDER 

Please usd the form below and sent* to: 

BdCpI F Brown 

The Band of Her Majesty's Royal Marines Scotland 
HMS Caledonia, Rosytfi, Fife KV11 2XH 

Please send CDIsl C13 00 ehdh including PSfP 

For every CO purclmed, f 1 will be donated to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

Wfil I 1 C . | | F ■■ I ■ I B I ■ I ■ I ■ J ■ I ■■■■■ ■■ ■ 1 IIL1MHMM.il IF II ... II .Ml MM M I . II I 

I'G . , Jj I IJLJL.LI.I,, L.LJI I LB, I . .1... i .1111. LIL.MMIJI1.I.MJL.MLJ.I.IIII1I IUIJI LIIM. I .. I ■ LU II ■ I il J„J 1 I .... II II L. M II I J II IJ II Ml 


Town: 

Coonty: 


.- Postcode: 


.- T -, Tpl, r-- - i--1--I ■ I < 1 l il I- 


Pleau make ch«|iivs payabta to 'Royal Marin« Band Fund Scotland" 
Please allow up to 29 days for delivery 


GOLDWIRE BLAZER BADGES 


GOLDWVtE BADGES ALL SHIPS ETC. 
iwelt LEATKM GAUNniTS.. 
L£AJ>CP SIAfCWD CMWJRS. 
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tsm 


sticks y_r -itr-*r _ 


_ El DO 
.Efl&jDO 


CHCO 


gold oofce wr rofi sro 


S1AMWD CAARYlKj CASE . 

awsamn 


C3A.m 


wen COTTON GLOVES 


ft A® 

CtDO 


*»*TE MASCHC GLOWtS wtfM LOCO 
navy / black qepets 6 . - a_ 

AKY ASSN oyer BADGE_ 


D40 

nso 


mCGEMAC«TS MOST fHPS_ CL® 

KXYWJCS U0ST&*»S_C14D 

StVCWC' POLE BRASS FYaalS. RHA, BM_D&® 

ESRASS CAfl ORJtll OADGC FfUi._ 

SWUM} POLES T _bum 

STAK1APO POLE S"___Cbt 3C 


tS3Q 


RN A NAVAL CKVLSsOAi ’ r 1ES 

RN &CWTIES__ 

QUC« CLPOl TCS. 


.n2J» 

CtL® 

Eh® 


RNABRANCHSHOUlDGl TITLES TAR. 
CAP tAjjjES. GOLD WHl__ 

EJHROCEPEC GARNQfTS 

WHTE RLOT SHIFTS RXA, RI4._ 


.EtQJDO 
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Royal Marines Prtti Helmets 

from £75-90 

Officefs Cap Bad9e$ 

£1290 

Gold Sword Knot 

£26.00 

Leather Sword Brits 

£70,90 

Sword Bags 

£30,00 



_mac 

SWEAT^eFTSaNi. Rim W/Y.GflEY. EtSJC 

- SEND FOR FREE UST - 

ALL UK ORDERS £ 1.50 P&P 

1 L Oatahead Drive, Shaw. lam 0L2 QJT 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

www. thegotdwirebadge, co.u k 
E-mail:- saEes^^thegoktwirebadge.co.ijk 


No Waffle! 

Quality Clothfnl at the Bi^ht Prise. 

Emhraidered or Printed, Palo's, 
T-shirts 1 SweatiMrts, Baseball Capa, 
Sports ClctiinjL MoterSport Jackets, 
Zippo TJ£hE*nf Qluswin, Siiverwart, 
Mbit, m Badges etc. 

W«'rc your 

'One Stop PromotUmal Shop 1 !! 

Also available, Diego Garcia Created 
Clothing! 

JoBiaine Megs & Promotions 
of Plymoutli 

Tel/Fax: 01752-673767 
MobUe: 07905552318 
E-mail: sal a st®j oblaine.co m 
www. j o b U in e pro m ot i o ns. co m 


SHIPMODELS 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For detaris write or phone. 

l/r fan ftuxeue. 29 battle Stn rl, 
Hanky. Sink*-on I rent* Siaffurdshirt^ 
ST1 JFl) Trl. \o. 017H2 2394X5. 
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brand new hot tub. 
2000x2000x900, 30 jets, scats 
6 people, wtth heater & cover, 
redwood cabinet, rrp £6500 
wholesale price £2500, can 
deliver, 01562 852005 OR VISIT 
www,su n seats pas. comau or email 
10 sunseal_uk@yahoo.co.uk 





RS0NAL 


Name:. 

Address: .. 


■ ■ ■ r ■ ■ ■ 
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Tel No: 


Ase:. 


PRETTY WOMAN 39, slim, 
brunette, pR>revNioiml. Seeks t:ill nice 
tcKfkicij! Sersieenum Professional. 

liuv Jun I 

FUN LOVING BUBBLY blonde43, 
VGSOM. Seeks h<»nes( fun guy for 
penfnend, friendship, more! Ciospi>rt 
Bii\ Jun 2 

TO DARE IS TO RE POND 

Funloving, slim, single. 36, female. 
Seeks pen friends. Box Jun 3 

PETITE BLONDE 19 University 
Student. Seeks young mil professional 
male. Box June 4 


BUBBLY 40 SOMETHING, 
t isc >H. Would lose to write tti a se\> 
Sailor! Box Jun 5 

NAVAL WIDOW* ATTRACTIVE 
69 yrv varied interests, well travelled, 
to meet sincere Gent for friendship 

Box Jun 6 
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One of the 
positives of 
terrible events 
like wars is a big 
surge in creativity 
- artists, writers 
and scientists 
■Hven to react 
the awful 
uation that 



nd bizarreness... 


This 


On June 1, 1794, the 
first major sea battle 
took place between 
the two warring 
countries of France 
and Britain. 

Admiral Lord Howe 
led the British Navy 
against the fleet 
of French Admiral 
Villaret-Joyeuse . 

This battle became 
known as the glorious 
First of June - with 
Howe capturing six 
French ships as prizes 
and sinking a seventh. 

However despite their 
losses, the French did 
not really lose to their 
British enemies. 

The French fleet had 
set out to protect a 
large convoy of grain 
ships, carrying much 
needed food from 
America to a starving 
France . 

And every one of 
those ships arrived 
safely at their French 
destination. 

The conclusive battle 
came at the end of 
weeks of patrolling by 
Admiral Howe's British 
warships, and after 
several smaller battles 
over the preceding 
days. 

It's not surprising 
really that Admiral 
Howe and his men did 
not manage to battle 
on to stop the grain 
convoy . 

And why is the battle 
called ‘The Glorious 
First of June'? 

The problem was it 
didn't really take 
place onywhere with 
a particular name, so 
rather than calling it 
after a map reference 
- well, it would have 
been a tad <***» 
wouldn't it? 





www . navynews . co . uk/youngreaders 


Rub 





dub dub 
round tub 


In the late nineteenth 
century, the Russians 
built two entirely unique 
circular ships. 

The Novgorod and the 
Vice Admiral Popov 
- named af ter their 
inventor - were 101 
feet and 120 feet 
respectively in diameter, 
protected by thick 
armour plating, armed 
with a bevy of guns. 

It is said that these 
ships were total failures, 
with dreadful sea¬ 
keeping properties and a 
tendency to drive even 
the hardiest mariner to 
appal I mg seasickness. 

However, before you 
begin to feel too 
smug at the Russian's 
barmy ideas, a report 
written for an eminent 
Naval journal of 1874 
Said: Tt is in fact 
an extraordinary 
development of the 
principle, carried out by 
Mr Reed in the British 
Navy, of shortening 
ships' 

So it seems the British 
notion of eccentric 
invention may well 
have f iltered into the 
Imperial Russian Navy... 

The two round ships 
served as coastal 
defence ships, held in 
permanent anchorage 
to protect the Russian 
port of Nike lay ev by the 
Dnieper river. 

Well, at least the people 
of Nikolayev had an 
unusual sight anchored 
outside their windows to 
point out to visitors. 

Where 



The Russian round coastal defence ship, Novgorod 


FieTunr. Naval Hmoncad Foundation, NH74566 


Take two giant 
ice cubes, and stir 
into a berg ship 


Wc know it sounds bizarre, but for 
a while during World War II spent 
a lot of time and effort seriously 
considering the notion of an aircraft 
carrier built entirely from ice. 

Scientist Geoffrey Pyke proposed 
an unusual solution to the Admiralty 
of the problem of lack of aircraft 
carriers. 

The cheap, quick and practical idea 
that he put forward was to build 
carriers out of ice 

Now there were good reasons behind 
this suggestion - think about it, ice 
floats and is remarkably difficult to 
break up. 

Lord Mountbatten persuaded 
Winston Churchill to put some money 
into researching the idea and the 
difficultres in this unusual building 


material were investigated. 

It became clear that ice was not quite 
as sturdy as had been first hoped, 
but Pyke once more came up with a 
brilliant solution - the addition of wood 
pulp would create a form of frozen 
concrete, known as Pykrete after its 
inventor. 

However after further research and 
even the building of a mini-carrier on 
the frozen Canadian lakes, the idea of 
the ice carrier was rejected - although 
the design would have worked, the 
production costs and frigid building 
atmosphere required would have made 
the berg ships just too expensive. 

At the bottom of Patricia Lake in 
Alberta, divers still explore the sunken 
remains of the Navy s prototype ice 



Pigeon tales 

Another bizarre 
notion investigated by 
the military during 
World War XI. 
although this time we 
can blame the idea on 
the Americans, is the 
pigeon-guided missile. 

The design involved 
three pigeons, 
strapped into the 
nose cone of a 
missile, who were 
trained to steer the 
missile by pecking 
at a target on the 
screen. 

In this way, the 
pigeons would steer 
the bomb on to their 
target. 

The idea was 
proposed by 
a behavioural 
psychologist B.F. 
Skinner, and the 
US military initially 
looked into its merits. 

One pigeon trained 
by Skinner pecked at 
an image more than 
10,000 times in 45 
minutes, providing an 
unusually fine degree 
of target selection. 

The idea was that 
by each pigeon 
pecking carefully on 
its trained target, 
a guidance system 
could be brought 
into play to make 
sure that the bomb 
arrived directly on its 
intended destination. 

But eventually, 
despite the 
development of a 
prototype pigeon - 
holding missile nose 
cone the idea was 
rejected by the 
US military as 
impractical. 

There is no record 
of what the pigeons 
thought of the 

idea... 


shtp, Habakkuk. 

m m m u m 0 ^ The ships and people of the Royal Navy have been travelling alt around 

in tne world...r the world for the past few months. Here are a few of the places they 


have visited recently... 


jQfe? 




■ 


Commando Brigade 
Place: Bavaria, near Munich 
Country Germany 
Capital- Berlin 
Wnat's it like: Famous for 
ts October beer festival, 
but with plenty of other 
attractions besides 



HM5 Portland 
Places Freetown 
Capital: Freetown 
Country: Sierra Leone 
What's tt like West African 
country still recovering from 
an awful civil war 
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By Maj Nick Jepson RM, S02 Prom 


THE AMALGAMATION of 
DNCM saw the drafters re¬ 
locate to Jago Road but what 
happened to promotions? 

The RN Ratings promotions 
from Centurion and the Royal 
Marine Other Ranks promotions 
from Whale Island have been 
brought together on the first floor 
of Victory Building working to 
ADNCM(PROM), Capt K. I>ay 
KN\ 

An SO2 RM, with both a WOI 
RN and WO I RM to oversee their 
respective areas, currently heads 
this combined organisation. 

It will surprise nobody to hear 
that despite having the same Merit 
Based Promotion (MBP) system, 
Jack and Royal have been doing 
things very differently and the 
benefits of being amalgamated 
into pile organisation have already 
been seen. 

There is now a one-stop shop 
for all appraisal reporting and pro¬ 
motion matters that will ensure a 
common standard across the Na¬ 
val Service. 

REPORTS 

Hie Promotions Office, follow¬ 
ing the introduction of Annual 
Reports for all, now holds in 
excess of 10,000 promotion dos¬ 
siers for personnel on the trained 


strength. 

As you can imagine reports are 
the lifeblood of the promotion 
process; without them individuals, 
no matter how good, will not be 
promoted. 

It is therefore very disappoint¬ 
ing that, despite wide publicity* 
the times laid down in'['able 1 are 
not met. 

Reports are received late, some¬ 
times the day prior to Boards, sit¬ 
ting; this helps no one. 

It is the responsibility of the 
Divisional Officer to raise the 
report on the correct dates and of 
the individual to ensure that they 
are aware of these report dates 
and what it means to them. 

The annual reports, together 
with copies of any Command 
Course Reports, are the only 
documents that are presented to 
promotion boards. 

No report, a poorly completed 
one or incorrect information in 
the report means very little chance 
of selection. 

Individuals are asked to ensure 
that their own report is accurate, 
factually correct and sub mi n ed 
on time * 

Box 3 (Potential) is the most 


important area; this is where the 
Reporting Officer should talk 
about your potential and abil¬ 
ity to undertake the duties of the 
higher rate, 

Where possible'this should be 
supported with evidence from the 
current job. 

It is no use saying that this 
person '"i> an excellent Leading 
Hand, doing an excellent job and 
is very strongly recommended for 
Petty Officer** 

Where is the evidence? What 
stands this person out from oth¬ 
ers? 

Boards continue to report that 
on too many occasions text in this 
section covered current perform¬ 
ance rather than potential* 

RM other ranks should by now 
have had their mid-term appraisal 
(PAD). 

Everyone should insist on a 
PAD from their Reporting Officer 
to ensure that their final report is 
accurate* comprehensive and does 
not contain any surprises. 

Remember under MBP it is 
the reports that count, not purely 
seniority dates. 

PROMOTION BOARDS 

Promotion Boards are formed 
from volunteers from the Meet, 
Training and HQ staffs, with a 
slightly differing rank composition 
dependant on the level, 

A number of the board mem¬ 
bers become standing for the 
Senior Rate SNCO Boards; the 
Branch Manager and the SOI 
Ratings Career Managers(X E L 
RM)* 

However* for the Junior Rale 
Boards the RN WO is always 
looking for Li Cdr Lt (especially 
Warfare Off cere) to assist. 

It is a day out of the Office, 
away from the hustle and bustle 
of your ship, into the peace anti 
serenity of Victory Building! 

Volunteers to 9 3SQ 28125, 

COMMON PROMOTION DATE 
(CPD) - (RNTM 112/04 and 
DC! (90/04)) 

'Hie change to CPD ensures 
that everyone selected at the same 
board will now have the same 
seniority date. 

Personnel selected for promotion 
who have completed ihe necessary 
training will, when drafted* into a 
billet for the higher rate, be pro¬ 
moted into the Acting Higher Rank 
until their CPD with consequential 
impact on pay and pensions. 


RN Ratings and RM Other Ranks Promotions Team 

PROM 802 

Maj Nick Jepson RM 

VB 24619 

PROM RNWO ; 

WOI Andy Meredith RN 

VB 28125 

PROM RN BS1 : 

CFO Mick Bundle 

VB20212 

PROM RN BS2 

GPQ Kev Rowe 

VB 24304 

PROM RN XI 

LWTR Sarah Jackson 

VB 244S3 

PROM RN X2 

LWTR Lynsey Home 

VB 24776 

PROM RN X3 

Mr Meyrick Young 

VB 20527 

PROM RN LI 

LWTR Davey Crockett 

VB 25397 

PROM RN L2 

Mr David Albray 

VB 27069 

PROM RN El 

LWTR Rob Coombs 

VB 24779 

PROM RM E2 

LWTR Kev Stapleton 

VB 27065 

PROM RN E3 

LWTR Helen Thacker 

VB 23284 

PROM RN E4 

Ms Tracey Webster 

VB 24778 

PROM RM WO 

WOI Paul Hadley RM 

VB 22080 

PROM RM AO 

Ms Di Keeling 

VB 23828 

PROM RM 1MCO 

Cp] Dave Bonsall 

VB 24566 

PROM RM WTR 

WTR Matt Wright 

VB 22409 


writing rules rewritten 
in communications revamp 


THE HARD and fast rules of 
Defence correspondence have 
been revamped in a bid to im¬ 
prove communications. 

From now on the emphasis will 
be on the message, not on the 
medium. 

Changes to the Bible of Defence 
writing JSPlOt have moved 
the focus to effective writing rath¬ 
er than prescriptive convention, 
much of which has been overtaken 
by modern means of communica¬ 
tions* 

The number of typos of cor¬ 
respondence has been rationalised 
and the Guide itself has been 
significantly shortened thereby 
making it easier to use and more 
likely to be read than the former 
heavy tome* 

'Hie new principles have been 
taught ui the Ministry of Defence 
since the beginning of the year, 
and although it is still early days, 
MOD officials say that their initial 
impression has been **wholly posi¬ 
tive the students are focusing on 
content but are able to select an 
appropriate style and presentation 
which is ‘fit for purpose*, resulting 
in clear, concise and effective writ¬ 
ten communication." 


Electronic tools to help develop 
writing skills are being made avail¬ 
able on Defence intranets and will 
soon also be available on CD and, 
through the NavyStar system, 
on ships, although the disparate 
nature of MOD IT systems has 
not made this task an easy one* 
One of the biggest changes is in 
the classification of routine types 
of correspondence, which now 
lists just three types emails* 
loose minutes (for correspond¬ 
ence within the MOD) and lei- 


A POTENTIAL multi-million 
pound saving in vehicle hire 
within the MOD has been made 
possible after some tough nego¬ 
tiations - but even greater sav¬ 
ings are possible, according 
to the travel team behind the 
scheme* 

The “UK White Fleet Contract", 
worth £640 million and awarded 
to Lex Defence Management in 
2001, provides two key vehi¬ 
cle services - "continuous use 1 
(leased vehicles) and hire vehi¬ 
cles. 

Now the latter element of the 


Lcrs which can be used in most 
circumstances. 

More innovations arise within 
the creation of an agenda and the 
minutes of a meeting, which arc- 
simplified. 

All documents are to he pre¬ 
sented in “most readable format", 
and recommended fonts and lay¬ 
out are provided. 

The author is thus trusted to 
use his or her judgement when 
creating a document, ensuring a 
degree of flexibility. 


contract has been renegotiated, 
resulting in the "Vehicle Rental 
Service", which could bring sav¬ 
ings of up to £7 million between 
now and 2011, based on cur¬ 
rent patterns of volume and 
demand. 

But the teams which negoti¬ 
ated the new deal have identi¬ 
fied areas where further savings 
are possible. 

These include taking more 
care in the proposed hire start 
and finish times, and careful 
consideration over whether 
home deliveries are really nec¬ 
essary* 


Hire cars, lower costs 


Confirmation in rank on the 
CPD is dependant on achieving 
an RNFT pass in the last 12 
months. 

SECTION NOTES 

The \\ airfare Desk continues to 
find that many missing reports 
have not been raised due to of 
drafting turbulence; it is impor¬ 
tant that the discharging unit 
plans ahead and raises M an early 
interim" rather than just ignoring 
it and hoping that somebody else 
w ill complete a report. 

Many OM are not being rec¬ 
ommended for LOM because 
reporting officers feel they cannot 
recommend them for promotion 
because they currently lack an cle¬ 
ment of the required qualifications 
(taskbooks etc). 

Individuals can be recom¬ 
mended and hence selected for 
promotion but must complete any 
outstanding qualifications before 
commencing the LGMQC. 

A total of 85 RM Promotion 
Selection Boards (FSB) were con¬ 
ducted in Nov 0-1 with Board 
members coming from around the 
Corps, 

These PSBs selected 34 W02, 
52 OSgt, Sgt, 275 Cpl for a 
CPD of 31 Mar 06. 

Further selections will he made 
throughout the year as specific spe¬ 
cialisation requirements change* 

RM ranks who were not select¬ 
ed and wish to know where they 
stand may request a Promotion 
Prospect Assessment from the RM 
promotions WO, provided they 
fill the following criteria: Mne L 
Cpl - Candidate with at least C* 
Grade on their appraisal; Cpl - 18 
months Seniority with at least C"; 
Sgt - 18 months Seniority w ith at 
least C*, C Sgt - at least C*. 
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PROMOTION 
B0ARD5 OUR 

SPECIALITY 

OVER 30,000 
POTENTIAL 
CUSTOMERS 


NOW OPEN 
FOR 4 
BU5INE55' 


WEVEG0T 
IT TOGETHER 
A HERE 

jr/jf ji 


'Annua! Reports permitting 


Table 1 ** Ratings and Other Rank Reporting Timelines 

Rank 

Report Date 

Promotion Boards 

AB 

31 Jan 

May/Jun 

LH 

31 Mar 

Jun/early Jul 

PO (non Tech) 

31 May 

Oct/Nov 

CPO (Tech) 

30 dun 

Sept/Oct 

CPO (Non Tech) 

30 Nov 

Feb/Mar 

W02 (Tech) 

30 Nov 

Feb/Mar 

WOI 

30 Sep 

N/A 

All Royal Marines 

31 Aug 

Nov 




for FREE advice and support: 

Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 

email: enquiries.ceas@gtneLgcn .uk 
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Children's Education 
Advisory Service 


For any enquiries on Children^ Education, 
parents should contact CEA5 for help 

and advice 
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TOP MARKS FOR TRITON 


CADETS from Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft and Beccfes units 
had the chance to sail up from London to Great Yarmouth in 
the research vessel Triton. 

The monster trimaran, built by Vosper in 2002 t was until 
recently on trials with the Royal Navy and she has now been 
acquired by Gardline Geo Surveys. 





Pellew back with the best 


CONGRATULATIONS to Truro Unit and Marine Cadet Detachment (TS Pellew) for receiving their 
first burgee for ten years. 

The award, presented to units deemed to be among the best in their particular area of the 
country, is here presented by TS Pellew patron the Hon Evelyn Boscawen to CO Capt Tony Benton 
RMR. 


Taff’s 
in the 
frame 

WHAT some people will 
cio to get in Navy News 

PO Taff Squibb from 
HMS Gloucester was a 
special guest at the Type 
42 destroyers name¬ 
sake units Royal Navy 
Inspection - and brought 
along a framed photo of 
her, which he presented to 
QIC Yonna Berry. 

PO Squibb told her 
that in 26 years‘ service 
with the RN he had never 
appeared in the paper - so 
what could we do? 


Through 21 


locks in 12 hours 



NORTHAMPTON unit got back onto the water in fine style by 
rowing one of their pulling boats from Northampton to Thrap- 
ston for their annual camp. 

Over 12 hours they covered 22 miles and passed through 21 locks 
on the River Nene. 

This exercise marked the ^completion of the cadets' Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award. The Boat work Week held at the Sea Cadet 
Training centre m Thrapston was attended by 21 cadets who gamed 
qualifications in sailing, powerboatinq and pulling. 

To help develop sailing and windsurfing training Carillon URS have 
given the unit a new' safety boat. This 10ft inflatable Avon, complete 
with trailer, means TS Laforey can now offer all waterborne training 
offered: within the Sea Cadets, 

The Northampton unit marked the annual HMS Laforey Memorial 
parade by parading its Colour through the streets before reviewing 
officer Rear Admiral John Roberts. 

At a Service of remembrance unrt chaplain David Willerton told of 
the vital but dangerous work’ HMS Laforey carried out in relieving 
the siege of Malta. Of the 250'Strong crew who set out on the ship's 
final mission, 182 lost their lives when she sank in minutes on March 
30, 1944. 

* LONG PULL; Northampton rowers prepare to negototiate one of 
21 locks on the River Nene. 





































































Lowestoft in 
time warp 

SIXTY years on from the end of World W;ir II, Ixiwestoft Unil marked 
the occasion hy turning out in period uniform to perform 1945 vintage 
drill for their annual inspection. 

Many of their audience also dressed in f orties styles housewives in 
rollers and heudsearves, a spiv with watches up each arm. 

After the formal purl of the proceedings, the cadets performed some 
evolutions based around wartime events. 

An air raid siren sounded as an ARP warden shouted a warning about 
the amount of light in the building. When the lights returned, a defused 
bomh was lifted from a crater with a gin. 

Dried potatoes and eggs were cooked for tasting by the Inspecting 
Officer, C’dr Stuart Walt and the ftnalc included the audience singing 
wartime favourites. 

In conclusion, three of the unit’s Instructors took to the floor as 
Lowestoft’s answer to the Andrews Sisters and danced their way through 
Boogie Woo git: Bugle Hoy of C ompany IL 

• FORTIES FASHION; Black caps (which lasted until the mid 
1950s) are worn by Lowestoft cadets to mark the 60th anniversary 
of World War II 


SCC 'looking] 
for growth' 

WEATHER was wet but spirits were undampened when HMS 
Albion entered Liverpool to host the last of three national 
sea cadet events across the country in which frontline capi¬ 
tal ships have supported SCC recruiting during the year of 
SeaBritain. 

A thousand cadets from across the North West area 
descended on the assault ship with bands, ceremonial guards 
and hom-pipe display teams. 

Many were able to stay on board overnight. 

At a reception to pay tribute to the adult volunteers whose 
tireless work underpins the success of every unit, SCC 
Chairman Vice Admiral Jonathan Tod (above) said he was 
“looking for growth, not only in terms of numbers but also the 
quality of the training and qualifications wh<ch the SCC can 
provide.” 


CROYDON unit broke a record at IS Rebel, gaining the most quali¬ 
fications by □ single group in a single weekend. In the picture are Able 
Cadets Wilkins (helm) and Bentley and OC Bland crewing IS Leopold 
Muller under the guidance of Civilian Instructor Dean Wood berry. 


Warden! 

'personal 

wardens' 

SEA CADETS were out in force at the Installation at Dover castle 
of Admiral Lord Boyce as the new Warden of the Cinque Ports, 
reported in our May issue. 

For Tim Weaver from Ramsgate and Craig Clark from Hastings it 
was a very special day - their first official duty since their appoint¬ 
ment by the former Chief of defence Staff on March 14. 

Their role was to escort him throughout the ceremony and in the 
evening at a cocktail party on board HMS Albion. 

“As it is only the second time in history that an admiral from the 
Royal Navy has been appointed Lord Warden, it is extremely appro¬ 
priate for me to have two Sea Cadets as my personal ’wardens'" 
commented Lord Boyce. 

Escorting the Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, Mrs Phyllida 
Stewart-RobertS was SC Gouriey of Hastings unit while SC Crosbie 
(Maidstone) and MC Acquaviva (Folkestone) accompanied the Lord 
Lieutenant of Kent, Mr Allan Willett. 

Also, 12 Sea cadets and 12 Marine Cadets formed the front 
and second ranks of the 48-strong Honour Guard to receive the 
Lord Warden on the parade ground inside Dover College. Guard 
Commander was Lt Kevin Martin from TS Bulldog, Ramsgate and 
Broadstairs unit. 

Some 50 Sea cadets representing units In Canterbury, Dover, 
Folkestone, Maidstone, Margate, New Romney, Ramsgate, Hastings 
and Rye joined hundreds of schoolchildren and other groups to line 
the route of the procession through Dover, 

• FIRST DUTY: Cadets Tim Weaver and Craig Clark form up With 
Admiral Lord Boyce and other digmtanes and officials to escort the 
former Chief of Defence Staff to his installation as Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports , 
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Another gong 
for the up 'n' 
under boys 

THE Rugby League squad has 
clocked up victories on and off 
the pitch, annihilating a Solent 
side and picking up the title of 
sports association of the year" 

Normally only 13 RN players 
are allowed on the pitch at any 
one time. 

More than 20 sailors and 
Royal Marines turned out at 
Gosport Park for the 'A grade 1 
side's clash with Gosport and 
Fareham Vikings; many of the 
UN players are regulars with 
the civvy side. 

The servicemen proved far 
too strong for the opposition in 
the friendly 

Eight RN players ran jn 13 
tries, while scrum half Lee 
Taylor kicked an impressive 
10 goals in the 74-14 victory. 
Carl Maynard and Tom Dorgan 
scored a hat trick of tries, while 
Fijian Mike Mua and second 
row Mark Salama bagged two. 

The association of the year' 
award for 2004 was bestowed 
by the Navy Board. 

The title recognises RNRL's 
first triumph in the Inter- 
Services, and the efforts to 
nurture the sport from scratch 
in the Senior Service (it has 
been established less than a 
decade}. 

Back on the pitch, the RN 
side takes part in the prestig¬ 
ious York International 9s on 
June 4 and 5. 
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Robbie reveals 
his va-va-vroom 


AFTER a lengthy absence due 
to injury, CPQ(STD) Robbie 
Robson has finally returned to 
the motocross scene - and is 
fooking for fellow sailors to join 
him on the tracks. 

The steward, based at HMS 
Nelson, took to hts KIM 40GSX 
□1 the Golding Bam circuit 
(above) last month in Brighton, 
where he is hoping to return 
with 20 sailors on June 21. 

There are places on a first 
come, first served basis for 
nders of all abilities with road- 
legal Enduro based machines. 
You will need to tape up all the 
lights and indicators, but that 
aside rfs an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity to test the off-roading 
abilities of bikes on an first-rate 
circuit. 

The cost is £30 per rider. 
Contact Robbie on 9380 22089. 

Services eye up 
TwentyZO vision 

THE Armed Forces embrace 
Tvveniy20 cricket for the first time 
this month with the inaugural 
C' ombined Scrviccs c hampio n - 
ships. 

The Army Cricket Ground 
in Aldershot hosts the Sunday 

•r 

June 19 event where legendary 
umpire Dickie Bird will present 
the lincrgy Plus UK Trophy to the 
winning Service side, 

I he contest begins at 9,30am 
and should conclude around 7pm. 
Tickets are priced £*> (or free for 
U16s) with proceeds going to the 
Dickie Bird Foundation. Details 
from 01943 H73482 or info© 
tired Fckiebtrdfoundatioo.org 


Rewriting the 
history books 



• Can't catch me... Surg Lt Dave Potter, inter-Services player of the 
tournament, fries fo get away from his Army opponent in the RN's 
4-1 thrashing of the squaddies 

ing on a loose bull to make it 3-1 


YOU wait three decades 
for a historic triumph on 
the hockey pitch and then 

two come all at once... 

Alter taking the Inter-Service 
title 12 months ago after a quar¬ 
ter of a century break* the men s 
hockey squad held on to the m>- 
phy a feat unequalled in nearly a 
century of the sport m the RN 

Ii was the task of player 
coach Lt Matt Wesson DCMH 
Portsmouth) to prepare the team 
in mx warm-up matches before the 
decisive clashes against the Army 
and RAF. 

The sailors steamrollered the 
Army in the opening match* led by 
LMEM Danny Makaruk (I IMS 
Southampton). Mne ‘Woody' 
Melnaliy proved lethal in from of 
the sticks* bagging all four goals m 
the 4-1 victory, 

The Army collected the wooden 
spoon after a narrow defeat by the 
RAF, so the airmen's dash with 
the Senior Service would decide 
die destination of the cup. 

'Hie game began promisingly 
for the RN with quick goals from 
Lt Ada m Duke and Surg Lt Dave 
Potter who went on to take 
*player of the tournament' title 

while Mne .Melnaliy also got on 
the scoresheet as the Navy ended 
the first half 3 to the good. 

The RAF*coached by Guildford 
star Ian Jennings, fought back in 
the second half as expected and 
eventually drew level. 

That, however,was good enough 
for the trophy to remain in RN 
hands and guarantee the team's 
place in hockey history* 

“I'm so proud of what the 
lads achieved this year/' said Lt 
Wesson. “*Retaining this trophy 
has taken 96 years but it was 
down to a great squad to finally 
achieve if, 

“Pm already looking forward 
to the challenges of next year and 
hopefully putting ourselves in the 
history' books again.” 

■ Tlie RX hockey cup remains in 
the trophy cabinet at HMS Sultan 
after its team won the competition 
for the third consecutive year. 

HMS 1 >rake were the opponents 
at Burnaby Road, and mounted a 
stiff challenge initially. Only fine 


saves from OM Richie Luff kept 
the Devon port boys at bay. 

Having soaked up the pres¬ 
sure, Sultan struck back, led by 
LPT Sam Howard whose mazy 
run ended with the opening goal, 
then a spectacular reverse suck 
lob from an acute angle added 
number two, 

Drake’s LA1EA Stu Melnaliy 
struck back before half time, and 
the west country side opened the 
second period with a flurry but 
failed to capitalise on their pres¬ 
sure, 

Li .Mark Dixon put the game 
beyond Drake's reach after pounc- 


and lAULA Russ Garner pur the 
seal on the win with a fine reverse 
stick goal* 

Other players of note were 
LAIiA Lou Wright son and MEA 
Johnny t_i, and especially ('apt 
Reggie Penin REME who com¬ 
pleted the London Marathon (list 
three days before the final, 

Sultan arc only The second team 
in the competition's iO-ycar his- 
lory to win the cup three years on 
the trot; nn~one has lifted it for 
lour years in succession yet... 


Three out of four ain't bad 



• Yes, we’tt take a cheque,.. RNCC captain Lt Peter Andrew receives 
a cheque for £15,000 from QAE Systems’ Mike Perowne, sponsor¬ 
ship for the 2005 season 


CRICKETERS have opened 
the 2005 season with a flurry, 
with just one defeat in the 
opening four matches* 

The opening fixture, a tra- 
d mortal two-day dash with 
Incognita, saw a comfortable 10- 
wicket victory (and a victory' in 
the Twenty20 dash follow ing). 

Accurate howling from ALA 
K. Adams (Sultan) and MA G 
Freeman (Birmingham School of 
Medicine) reduced the opposi¬ 
tion to 85 all out in their first 
innings. In reply, the RN declared 
on 19fr-6 after a solid perform¬ 
ance From OM C Fenner (Lxcicr) 
and Ij j Matthews (Culdmse) tn 
particular. 

Another solid performance from 
the bowlers dismissed Incogmti 
for 122, leaving the sailors need¬ 
ing just 12 runs for victory. 

A much tougher test was 
offered at Burnaby Road by the 
Free Foresters, who clocked 
up 219 runs in 61 overs, where 
MA Freeman and PO(AEA) A 
Trough ton (Yeovil tun) bowled 
particularly impressively. 

OM Benner and Cpl S Needham 
(Cdo Logs Rcgt) opened the RN 
baiting in style with a partnership 
of 83; Needham went on to hit 92 
as the Navy- sealed a seven-wicket 
victory. 

A weakened RN side took the 
field against the Stragglers of Asia, 
w-ho were dismissed for 1 34, 


Jn response* the Navy batsmen 
struggled to get going. Opener 
MEM J Richards (Montrose) 
proved the backbone, but was run¬ 
ning out of partners at 91-8 until 
MA Freeman joined him at the 
crease and helped the RN to 135- 
Si the medic scored an unbeaten 
26 and Richards 61 n,o. 

Tile sole defeat but a mirrnw 
one came at the hands of English 
Universities on RN home turf. 
Newcomer CPO D Astley 
(Drake), in his first senior appear¬ 
ance for the Navy, took man of the 


Picture: LA{Pt»1} Gregg Mac Ready 

match with his 5-50 in ten overs. 
Otherwise, the wicket belonged 
to student D Murgerum with a 
blistering 154 as the Universities 
ran up 269-9. 

In reply, a 22 from OM Fenner 
and 61 from Cpl S Needham 
(Cdo Logs Regt) provided a solid 
foundation and a wagging tail 
from CFO B Regan (Nelson) and 
MA Freeman who notched up 53 
between them. Regan was finally 
bowled in the 46th over, bringing 
the RN innings to a close 22 runs 
short of the students' total. 


Steve and Sean set 


the cycling pace 


GREEN beret Steve Mercer and 
PT1 Sean Childs prove the men 
to beat in the saddle in the hot¬ 
ly-contested struggle to be the 
RN's top cyclists. 

The RN and RM Cycling 
Association is riding the crest 
or a biking wave with the larg¬ 
est membership in its history. 

Merryfiefd, Itton. hosted more 
than 40 riders at the annual 
RNRMCA Championships, 

fn the novice race (seven 
laps of the three-mile course), 
associate member Rob Wilcox 
crossed the line first, lot- 
lowed by CPO Nigel Wood 
(Abbeywood) and Lt Simon 
Paget (HMS Raleigh). 

The 11 -lap open race was 
contested at a frantic pace. 
A local guest rtder was first 
past the post in a bunch who 
sprinted forward, ahead of Mne 
Steve Mercer (RMR Bristol), 
CPO(MA) James Smith (HMS 
Vivid) and Paul Murphy {associ¬ 
ate member). 

In battles against the clock, 
RN cycling stalwart CPO(PT) 
Sean Childs (HMS Illustrious) 
notched up his second vic¬ 
tory of the year, taking the St 
Austell Wheelers CC South¬ 
west 10-mile Championships in 


22m 22s. The following week 
in Truro, Sean came second in 
the 25-miie open TT, complet¬ 
ing the course in just under an 
hour. 

At the Tamar CC Open 10- 
mile TT near Okehampkrn, 
GPO Mark Gorman (PJHQ 
Northwood) crossed the line in 
seventh place on 22m 22s. 

The RN sguad turned out 
in force at the Corinthian CC 
Open 10-mile TT in Plymouth, 
where CPO Childs came home 
second, posting the efub s fast¬ 
est time of the year with 21m 
34s. Paul Murphy came sixth 
on 22m 55s, three seconds 
ahead of CPO Gorman. 

At the 25-mile level, Lt Stuari 
Dodd (HMS Vengeance) has 
clocked up the club's fastest 
run of the year with 59m Is. 

Mne Mercer is currently top 
of the club's points competi¬ 
tion, ahead of CPO Smith and 
Paul Murphy, while the best 
all-rounder is CPO Childs, nar¬ 
rowly ahead of Lt Dodd and 
CPO Gorman. 

More on RN cycling from 
CPO Childs at HMS lltusinous- 
CP0PT on Navy Net or 

navy cycl i n g. org.u k 




• Ye s t we Ye assured it re¬ 
alty is Mark Holden behind the 
controls... and (right) now you 
know what he looks like 

Pictures: wtiitoptanes-com 


Mark's a sight for soar eyes 


A BRIGHT prospect for a national and world title in gliding is 
prospective Naval officer Mark Holden. 

The 22-year-old, who has been flying with Portsmouth Naval 
Gliding Club - where he’s also an instructor - from its home 
at the former HMS Daedalus site in Lee-on*the-Soient for 13 
years, is due to compete in both events this summer. 

Mark, a qualified air technician, is hoping to join the Naval 
officer corps - naturally with a leaning towards the aerial side 
of the Senior Service. 

Since flying solo^ the budding officer has notched up 500 
hours r gliding and ISO hours 1 powered flight. 

Last year was his best yet in unpowered aircraft; he finished 
third in the UK Junior Championships and sixth in the pre 
World Championships. 

The world event is lined up for Husbands Bosworth in 
Leicestershire in August, followed by the national juniors at 
Ttbenham at the end of that month. 

The club itself has recently returned from an expedition to 
Spain. 



— 
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• Surfs up - or rather down for 
many of these beginners who head¬ 
ed to Sennen Cove near Land's End 
for an introductory weekend on the 
boards. Instruction was provided 
by the experienced hands of the RN 
£ RM Boardriders fright) who were 
pretty conspicuous ... 

Picture*: PO Bo6 S*iarptes. 71 1 NAS 






























































Pool shanks 
shatter 11 


records 

THE RN Masters swimming 
team broke 1 1 records at the 
Midland District f’hampuni¬ 
sh ips and another seven records 
at their open meeting in HMS 
1 leron. 

Naval dimmers took to 
the ivaicr for i t events at the 
Midland event* taking 29 medals 

20 ol them gold or silver. 

Hid and new faces jumped into 
the pool. led by former RNASA 
President Rear Admiral Peter 
Daviev 

New swimmers making 
their mark included Lis Karen 
McCullough and Andrea Chan. 

3 he increasing interest ut the 
19-24 age group should give 
the Senior Service squad added 
impetus ahead uf important 
events in the L'K and beyond this 
summer. 

I he sail or-swimmers will he 
compering at the nationals in 
Wales and Scotland, the Inter- 
Services and the W orld .Masters 
Games in Edmonton, Canada. 

1 raining lakes place at 
Temeraire on 'Tuesdays 6, 50- 
7.50pm and Wednesdays 6- 
7 pm and .it (..oHingvrood on 
Wednesdays from 6-7.30pm. 

Details from Lt Sarah Buck on 
01296 656427 

Naval support 
rubs off on 
youth squad 

ONI: of the lop rugby union youth 
sides in the north-west is trotting 
out with a fresh kit thanks to The 
RN and RM. 

Naval bosses in the region 
decided St Ambrose College lnrst 
XV would be the ideal sporting 
side to sponsor given its success. 

Area recruiting officer Lt Cdr 
Richard Cowley presented the 
learn with the new kit prior to its 
demolition of Lymm High in the 
< ’heshire £ hip final. 

hunker proof of [he talent in 
the side was its victory in the 
RN-spun sored National L 19 
Rugby Sevens and the selection 
of .Matthew’ Simpson as centre for 
The England L IS >quad 

l *ITs a great honour to earn the 
sponsorship of the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines." said Nigel 
Handy, director of ■sport at the 
college. 

The team will wear the 
emblems with immense pnde we 
only hope we can do ihis with the 
same dignity and courage that 
so many Servicemen and women 
have displayed." 

Ifos 'Olympics' 

THREE days of sporting events 
are lined up for sailers i British 
and, foreign) taking part in the hi- 
lernational Fleet Review and sub¬ 
sequent festival in Portsmouth, 

H MS Temeraire will host a 
two-day 'Olympiad', culminating 
in an /r "js j Knockout-esque tour¬ 
nament on Sunday June 2b. 

Basin No. 3 in Portsmouth 
dockyard will host \lragonboat' 
racing on June 24 and 25. 

And Temeraire is offering foot¬ 
ball coaching sessions on June 24. 

On a social front, HMS 
CoHingvvood, Sul Lin and Nelson 
are all organising various evening 
events on the Saturday and 
Sunday nights (June 25 26). 


RN amateur boxers proved ton strong for Brit¬ 
ain’s largest police force. 

The Metropolitan hobbies went down 1-2 in 
a keenly-coniested night uf bouts. 

Top of the bill was RN Cup Title holder UM 
£ dole’ Jenkins Albion against Met champion 
1 1 Walker. The rating's elusive style, plus his 
power and speed, proved too much for the 
bobby Jenkins took a unanimous points deci¬ 
sion. 

Mne AI Hunter 15 Cdo) proved ton strong 
lor O lidis, whi> was stopped in the third 
round and Mne 'Buster' Brown also 45 Cdo) 
knocked out \1 Hillier, also in the third. 


The fourth and decisive victory was pro¬ 
vided by WKA Jack Stewarts (GoLlingwoodh 
whose blistering last round ensured I* Scnttuu 
lost on points. 

Defeated on ihc night were Mne 'Trav' 
Travis ( 15 (do! who lost a narrow points deci¬ 
sion, as did Mne l amis O'Brien 15 Cdo), 
Meanwhile, the England squad has been 
back at the Nelson gym for training prior to 
three major contests, 

"Hie 1 h-strong squad, plus coaches includ¬ 
ing the RN\ own PO PT) 'Q T ShilUngford 
were preparing for a clash against Sweden 
and multi-national tournaments in Lithuania 


and Croatia. 

And as Katy AV’i.i went to press, .MA ‘Max' 
Khan (DNR) and POfPT) Stu O'Connor 
(Gollingwood) were competing in the finals 
of the All England Novice championships. 
Four RN fighters reached the semi-linal stage, 
where unfortunately Mne ‘Kobo' Robinson 
10 Cdn) and MEM Da/ Hoare Bristol i were 
eliminated. 

And female boxers l.t Lucy Abel and 
OM Stacey Wilson H.MS Nottingham and 
Southampton respectively) were competing in 
the English championships in Aldershot with 
good prospects of a title. 


THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 9 AND 10 JUNE 2005 
AT BURNABY ROAD. PORTSMOUTH 

20 OVERS PER SIDE 

COLOURED CLOTHING AND JIPMEiNJT 

Contact yotr UritfSlafi PTl. Sport* Office*. AftO Of U G& MMd Cook4 9380 23741 lor tufBwf dvtflOj 


• The red steamroller (Left) 
The Army line in full flow dur¬ 
ing their comprehensive victory 
and (above) hopefully there’s an 
RN player out of frame of the 
picture 

Pictures. LAlPtxjt! Owen King 


Crash 


the titans 


EXCITEMENT, anticipa¬ 
tion, optimism and finally 
heartbreak it just about 
sums up the singlemost 
prestigious day in the Inter- 

Service sporting calendar, 

A little under 45,000 spectators 
an attendance greater then the 
Varsity match - tiled into Twick¬ 
enham for the Titanic Army-Navy 
clash, units RXRU publicity officer 
l.t Cdr (Jury Ihishdl. 

I jets face facts: nobody gave 
the Navy a chance of winning this 
game alter losing to an RAF Team 
which had been hammered by the 
Army, Well, nobody save the Navy 
squad and coaching staff. 

The Army went in front with 
a penalty in the 11th minute but 
it was the Navy who had the bet¬ 
ter of the opening exchanges and 
finally got their reward when the 
Greg Morgan collected a sublime 
chip ahead by Manoa Sal a la to 
touch down. Ihc conversion was 
missed but the Navy had taken the 
lead. 

The Army appeared to be 
stunned by the passion and ability 
of the Navy with no greater dem¬ 
onstration on display than the dy¬ 
namism ofWill Pilkingitm; he was 
quite simply outstanding in every 
aspect of his back row play, 

The Army came back hard but 
the defensive Navy line refused to 
be breached. 

On and on the pressure came 
and on 41 minutes the New 
Zealander and full time prop 
with Northampton Saints Chris 
Budget! scrambled on to the line 
and the touch judge signalled that 
a try should be awarded; with no 
video referee U> provide further 
confirmation the try was awarded 
much to the chagrin of the Navy 
forw ards.Hie try unconverted, the 
Army score moved to an 8-5 lead. 
The Navy came back with an 
impressive mauling display by 
the forwards leading to a penalty 
which Dave Pascoc conv erted. 

As the game went into its 4th 


• The squad poses with mascots and C-in-C Fleet, Admiral Sir 
Jonathon Band (in the beige jacket) 


minute of extra time Will Pilldng- 
ton tackled the Army Captain Mai 
Roberts stopping him in his tracks 
but the supporting players in red 
drove hard into Pilkington, who 
emerged shaken from the encoun¬ 
ter. Unbeknown to the watching 
crowd Will had suffered a fractured 
cheek bone and it wasn't until the 
half time w histle went, a full two 
minutes later, that he signalled fur 
assistance. 

With the score jt s all the at¬ 
mosphere within Twickenham w as 
tangible, incredible and electric. 
Could w e really do it? 

Changes tor the restart saw lo 
Dennis replace Bilking ton and 
John Court on for Nick Bartlett. 

The second half started with 
little to chose between the teams 
but tactical replacements for the 
Army on 5 1 minutes soon reaped 
rewards and the staunch Navy de¬ 
fence was breached on 5 1 minutes 
and with the try converted the 
score w ent to 15-tt to the Army. 

It was now the turn of the Army 
defence to prove its ability; it was 
not found wanting. At every at¬ 
tempt by the Navy m spread the 
ball w ide the red line held. 

Two tries in as many minutes 
as the match moved into the last 
ten minutes should have taken the 
wind out of the Navy sails, but for 
the next five minutes they pressed 
the Army deep inio their 22 me¬ 
tres. 


Set and go, phase upon phase, 
the Navy battled on until lx’s 
Dennis crashed over the line on 
77 minutes,The driving maul pro¬ 
ducing the deserved results, Ris- 
coe converted to take the score to 
15-27. 

On 80 minutes a high kick by 
the Army iiy hall deep into the 
Navy 22 metres lead to a colli¬ 
sion between Jamie Garuana and 
Manoa Satala. The ball bouncing 
free was finished by the Army and 
the additional points were kicked 
to add insult to injury. 

l"hc Navy did everything they 
could to finish The game on a high 
but the final score went to the 
Army a full six additional minutes 
into exira time. The final score 
41-15 and all of the half time op¬ 
timism had turned to real heart¬ 
break. 

The deep disappointment felt 
by the whole Navy squad was tes¬ 
tament to how far they had come 
and the belief that they held. Once 
again this battle of attrition was, 
as with last year, won in the final 
quarter because of the strength in 
depth within the Army squad. 

It may not have been a day for 
Navy celebration but the main¬ 
stay of this team are going to be 
around fur many years to come 
with 14 players under 25 years of 
age. I have a sneaking suspicion 
that full internationals like Bruno 
Green won't relish the prospect of 


facing Greg Morgan, the winner 
of the Cossack Sword for the most 
ground made and held, with the 
other developing members of the 
Navy squad in 12 months time. 
Will Pilkington has the potential 
to be a future captain of the Navy 
side and although he retired early 
through injury' he was awarded the 
Navy Man of the Match., 

The Army Coach Andy Hickhng 
said after the match that the Navy 
challenged his team well in every 
department and that it wasn’t un¬ 
til the last ten minutes that he felt 
confident. 

There was to be no fairytale 
ending for Nick Bartlett in his last 
representative game for the Navy 
but he, along with Bob Armstrong, 
who has been forced to retire 
through injury, will no doubt be 
around to mould the future play¬ 
ers to once more win the inter- 
Services. 

■ It’s not been all doom and gloom 
on the rugby pitch; the RN was 
victorious in the Rugby League 
hosted by the Army Medical Serv¬ 
ices at Fort Blockhouse, Gosport, 

HMS Collingwood lifted the 
trophy after a thrilling final in 
which they defeated 1 GS 
Regiment 21-10. 

An excellent HMS Southampton 
side (they drew 10 each with 
Collingwood in the preliminary 
stages of the contest) took the 
plate after defeating Gosport and 
Fareham U2 is. 


Making waves 
fop Beijing '08 


TWO Naval officers are bidding 
in the GR sailing 
to lake to the water at the 
Belling Olympics in 20BS. 

Lt Fenny Muumford, a 
member of the tune-up crew for 
medal winner Shirley Robertson 
at the Athens games, has seized 
the opportunity presented hv ihe 
introduction of the Laser Radial 
as an Olympic boat to get back 
into single-handers. 

Fenny has been practising dur¬ 
ing the winter from Stokes Ray 
Sailing Club in the Solent. 

Competition for her began m 
Palma, Majorca, with the Princess 
Sofia Trophy up for grabs. 

She took seventh place m all, 
coming home as the second British 
sailor behind a RYA performance 
level-fun tied racer. 

The event was the opener to 
a hectic season of racing, culmi¬ 
nating in the Laser Radial World 
Championships in December. 

A top-ten finish for the young 
officer at the world event should 
guarantee selection for Team. GR 

and funding. 

Meanwhile, Lt Diana Shanks 
has teamed up with Dorn Lindsey 
and Fleur Oswald in a newYngling 
partnership bidding for the exclu¬ 
sive Team GB spot in Beijing. 

Dom sailed with fenny m train¬ 
ing at Athens; Diana will be main- 
sheet trimmer and tactician, Con¬ 
verting the helm's boat speed into 
regatta victories. 

l.t Shanks, until recently opera¬ 


tions officer of HMS Severn, has 
purchased a part share in a new 
Yngling with help from a loan 
from the RN Sailing Association 
to ensure that the team has the 
best possible chance of being 
selected. 

At Palma, the team finished 
eighth behind the leading two 
GB boats, one of which included 
Ath ens gold medal winner Sarah 
Avion. 


Wake-up call 


AFTER just six RN and RM per 
sound competed for the inaugu 
ral Senior Service wakeboarding 
squad, boarders are hoping for 
stronger turnout when they take 
to the water again this month. 

The fledgling sport a cross 
between waterskiing and surfing 
has enough followers to allow a 
Tri-Service contest thb ye ir. 

The first round of that is 
hosted by the RAF near Milton 
Keynes tin June 7-10, followed 
by the Army-Navy clash in 
September. 

'Die wakeboarding squad was 
formed for the first Army-Navy 
meeting last year. 

Anyone wanting to bolster 
the numbers in the competi¬ 
tion m either the boat or cable 
disciplines should contact 
team manager Lt CdrYec 
Arden on 01252 59767^ or 


navywakeboarding is hotmaiL 


com 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 2D YEARS.,., 
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%j Members of the ship's company of HMS Sutherland stand with their Russian counterparts before the 
Alyosha statue during the Murmansk ceremony of remembrance for the end of World War if 

PiCtun?: LA(PfTQt) C-hns Wt-nham 

Events begin to mark 

sixty years on 


THE FIRST Sea Lord, to¬ 
gether with the other Service 
Chiefs of Staff, laid a wreath 
at the Cenotaph in the heart 
of London to mark the sixtieth 
anniversary of Victory in Hu- 
rope (VE) Day on May 8. 

The remembrance ceremony 
was led by the Prince of Wales, 
and the new Secretary' of Stale 
lor Defence Dr John Reid and the 
t hief of Defence Staff, General 
Sir Michael Walker, also laid 
wreaths at the sombre ceremony 
in Whitehall. 

A number of events are planned 
for the course of this year as part 
of she commemorations, and the 
Ministry nf Defence :■* working 
vith a team drawn from various 
■etc runs’ organisations to hr ini? 
o cel her both YE and VJ Victory 
n japan Days in a National 
< ommemoration Day on Sunday, 
Juiv 10. 

tTic week before July 4-10 is 
‘iierans Awareness Week, with 
vents planned across the country 
’o include all those who served 


their country in the Armed Forces 
ax home and overseas. 

The Big Lottery’s Home Front 
Recall scheme is proriding grams 
to fund celebrations by charities 
and other organisations, 

Die National Commemoration 
Day aims to be an opportunity for 
those who lived through the war 
to remember their family, friends 
and colleagues who died, but also 
to serve us a reminder to all to cel¬ 
ebrate the ending of the war and 
to endeavour to seek a peaceful 


resolution to international con¬ 
flict. 

ITe main events are all-ticket 
functions and while they are sold 
out at present; reserve Iims are 
being put together. 

Big screens will display events 
on July 10 to those in and around 
the Mall and the public are encour¬ 
aged to come to the Park and take 
part in the commemorations. 

For more information, call the 
Veterans Agency on 0800 I6 C J 
2277. 


770028 


167092 


06 


Dusk in the 
Caribbean 

DESTROYER HMS Liverpool paid a caH on the Caribbean island 
of Montserrat m the course of her patrol duties in the international 
War on Drugs in early May. 

The British warship is working closely with French. US, Dutch 
and Jamaican units to fight the anti-drug war. 

The Type 42’s visit to Montserrat saw the ship’s company get 
involved in a different type of community action when nine people 
from the ship were airlifted high on to the island’s infamous Mount 
Southerns. 

The team were armed with machetes to clear the undergrowth 
around the helicopter landing sites that allow geologists access 
to monitoring stations which measure the seismic activity on the 
still-active volcano. 

• HMS Liverpool anchored in Little Bay off the Caribbean island 
of Montserrat 


A PLATOON of sail¬ 
ors from Type 23 frigate 
HMS Sutherland marched 
proudly alongside their 
Russian counterparts in 
the city of Murmansk to 
honour the "Heroes of the 
Northern Convoys'. 

Veterans from the Arctic 
convoys joined with their 
younger brethren to gather in 
the Russian city ro commemo¬ 
rate Victory Day and remem¬ 
ber the sacrifices of Wo rid War 
II. 

The First Sea I jord, Admiral Sir 
Alan West, and Prince Andrew; the 
Duke of York, were also present 
at the ceremonies to honour the 
men of the Arctic convoys. In his 
address, the Prince spoke of the 
courage of the veterans and the 
sacrifices made by both countries 
in the defeat of Nazism. 

The parade began in the Five 
Corners Square in the heart of the 
city before marching to the giant 
Alyosha statue that dominates the 
city’s skyline as a dark and brood¬ 
ing reminder of the Russian peo¬ 
ple's battles. 

During the ceremony, the 
Russian Parade Commander stood 
before each platoon in turn, pro¬ 
claiming victory, and the Russian 
men replied in well-rehearsed uni¬ 
son. 

The assembled townsfolk 
cheered wildly when they heard 
the British sailors reply loudly in 
their own Russian tongue. 

Commander of the British 
Platoon, Lt Tom Corbett said: “li 
was amazing/1 Tic crowd respond¬ 
ed with the loudest cheer of the 
day. 

‘AVe all felt fantastic/’ 

The sun shone brightly through¬ 
out the day on tile city that had 
been the cold destination for so 
many of the Arctic convoys bring¬ 
ing supplies to the Eastern From. 

Don’t drink 
and drive 
afloat 

THE MINISTRY of Defence 
Police Marine l nit at Devon port 
Naval Base have issued a warning 
to all users of the sea to be aware 

of the dangers of drinking while on 
the water. 

ITie advice follows the arrest 
and conviction of a Russian skip¬ 
per who was fined £2*000 after 
being found drunk in charge of 
his ship in the Port of Plymouth 
m early May. 

Alcohol can be a factor in caus¬ 
ing accidents at sea, and the Police 
Marine Unit advise zero consump¬ 
tion while in charge of any vessel, 
whether a windsurf board or a 
large yacht, 



• RFA Wave Knight escorts the yacht to the US Virgin Islands 

Drugs yacht 
busted by 
Wave Knight 

ROYAL Fleet Auxiliary tanker RFA Wave Knight brought to a 
stop the journey of a drug-laden yacht bound for Europe from 
the Caribbean. 


‘The yacht had been the focus of 
a joint mtditgenee-led investtca¬ 
tion by the Royal Navy and HM 
Revenue and Customs, working 
together with their colleagues in 
the \ S and France. 

Shortly after leaving Antigua 
on May 10, the RFA was called 
upon to track down the cocaine- 
trafficking vessel. 

Alter a day’s intensive search, 
Wave Knight kept a wary eye upon 
the 19-foot yacht, waiting for the 
go-ahead lo board and search for 
contraband. 

At first light, a boat from Wave 
Knight carried a party from the 
l Tilted Slates Legal Enforcement 
Detachment (UiDHT) on to the 
yacht, where after several hours 
of searching a cache of 183kg of 
cocaine uas discovered on board. 

The Fleet tanker then carried 
the yacht’s detained crew to the 
US authorities on the US Virgin 
Islands, while personnel from the 
RFA sailed the luxury yacht hack 
to the same destination. 

Since being handed over* the 
yacht has undergone what is 
termed ‘a destructive search’ to 
check for further drugs hidden 
within the structure of the boat, 
RFA Wave Knight is deployed 
in the Caribbean as part of the 


UK Task Group fighting the inter¬ 
national drugs trade. 

In addition to her RFA com¬ 
plement, the ■'hip carries a I.ynx 
helicopter from 813 Naval Air 
Squadron and a l.'S Coastguard 
I-aw Enforcement Detachment 
a squad embarked specifically 
to board any vessels suspected ml 
carrying illegal substances. 

Presentation 
team tour 
goes on 

THE ROYAL Navy’s Presentation 
Team continue their regular patrol 
around the towns and cities of the 
UK with events in June at: 

June 1 Solihull; June 2 
Leicester; June 7 Kircaldy; June 
8 Falkirk; June 9 Stirling; 
June 15 Ayr {including Irvine 
and Troon); June 16 Dunoon; 
June 17 Rothesay; June 21 
Wells; June 22 Honiton; June 
23 Newton Abbott. 

If you would be interested in 
attending or want details of their 
future programme, contact the 
team on 020 SH33 8020. 



Picture; LAfPhot) Dave Gnffilhs 
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* Ganges hoys - 2S£ Command Warrant Officer Eddie Seaborne (left) chats to his boss. Vice Admiral Sir James Burnett-Nugent. during the 
Centenary Parade weekend Cwi™ry PaiaU* pictures: lwhod N*coia Hanser (2SL) 


O F THE thousands of 

former Nozzers who 
returned to Shotley 
to celebrate the cen¬ 
tenary of the former training 
establishment* one was picked 
out for special treatment. 

The Royal Navy’s chief person¬ 
nel officer. Second Sea Lord Vice 
Admiral Sir Janies Burnell-Nugent 
himself closely linked with HMS 
Ganges read from a Divisional 
Officer’s report of 1972, four years 
before the gates finally closed. 

Hie lad in question had "achieved 
satisfactory results’’ but ‘"could have 
done better", in the opinion of the 
Divisional Officer. 

“However* he started off with a total ina¬ 
bility to stop talking, it took him a Jong tunc 
before he realised that he would get into 
serious trouble unless he cured the habit," 
the report stated, 

“He still lapses at times and talks when he 
should be listening, but during the Iasi few 
months has made good progress, 

“Not very bright but he is enthusiastic and 
generally reliable" was the verdict, and the Junior 
Seaman 1 “likes to give the impression of being 
an old salt 


Massive effort made to ensure 
Parade weekend was a success 


THREE words sum up the his¬ 
tory and impact of HMS Gan¬ 
ges wood, stone and iron. 

I "he wood comes from the 
wooden walls of the old HMS 
Ganges, a retired man o’w-ar which 
had been training boys since I8tjt> 
down at Falmouth before arriving 
m Harwich harbour in 1899. 

It was the move ashore from 
the wooden worship to the stone 
frigate in October 1005 which set 
the clock running for the Ganges 
Genienary celebration w-eekend 
So that accounts for wood and 
stone, 

I Tie iron represents the legen¬ 
dary toughness and mettle of the 
Ganges graduates, of which there 
arc a handful still serving today. 
Mil! following the Ganges exhorta- 
uon to “Fear God, Honour the 
Ring“ 

Some of that fortitude was dem¬ 
onstrated by David l*ayte, w-ho 
entered Shotley 50 years ago, and 
to whom fell the task of organising 
(he celebrations 

HMS Ganges Association 
chairman Tony Thipthorpe 
- who joined on exactly the 
same day as David - said: 
“He dealt with all the proto¬ 
col requirements, VIPs and 
participating units from the 
Army Air Corps down to the 
lowliest cadet. 

“He a|to in aster minded the 
fund raising, winning the maxi¬ 
mum grant from toniery funds. 

“A nngmlieem tob, reflected in 
hundreds of mnugn of eongratir 
I ftiMm And praise he even organ¬ 
ised the weakherf” 

The whole affair, which also 
marked the bOth anniversary ot the 
i. nd nf the war, required a massive 
T>giMical effort. 

( jut ing too people was 

undertaken bv Matt and students 
ironi the Suffolk College Catering 
GuuUv i “iheir effort* could not 
have Keen bettered bv anv eommer- 
i.il or gun i viiKm ,' 1 caul T ony I while 
the bar service was undertaken 
hv Iprwich Town FiKiibail Club, 
aecuMomcd to dealing with large 
i mw ds in limited time. 

I he C entenary Parade itsell 
formed up at Albion Wharf, and 
:ie lidutc w a\ taken by the Second 
SL-d I ord. the l*ord lieutenant 
of Suit oik, I ,ord I blkmachc, and 
lhe Mayor of Ipswich, t’llr Roger 
Tern. 

A t the head of the parade was the 
Royal Marines Rand Portsmouth, 
followed bv the HMS i ranges 


National Standard, HMS Ganges 
Divisional standards and the 
standards of Ipswich Royal Naval 
Association, Ipswich Royal British 
Legion, and those of other local 
associationt and organisations - 
more than bO in total. 

Platoons were led by former 
Ganges representatives and fol¬ 
lowed by RNA members, the 
RRL, the Royal Hospital Old Roys 
Association, the Korean Veterans 
Association, the Suffolk Regiment 
Old Comrades Association, the 
Merchant Navy Association and 
the Royal Air Force Association. 

Bringing up the rear u»as the 


band of ihe Royal Hospital School, 
Holbrook, which led a youth sec¬ 
tion of some 200 Sea, -Army and 
Air Cadets. 

The school also provided the 
Guard of Honour, under the care 
of WO John Snoddon. 

Rut after the formalities, there 
was plenty of lime for old friend¬ 
ships to be renewed 

Tony himself met up with a 
former classmate from 50 years 
ago, while another home-town 
friend,Ted Ironside, had flown over 
from Canada just to be there on the 
day “wouldn’t have missed it for 
anything," said led. 


The nostalgia elicited by I ranges 
almost 30 years after it dosed down 
is remarkable, given the rigours of 
the training carried out there, and 
the memories arc still dear in the 
minds of many retired mate Jots, let 
alone the final serving senior rates 
who count themselves Ganges boy*. 

For anyone interested in min¬ 
ing the Association, contact 
Membership Secretary Mac Brodie 
at II, Elder Close, Tilehurst, 
Reading, Berkshire RGB I 5WG, 
telephone 0118 941 0391, or 

email HMS Ganges Association 
Chairman Tony Thipthorpe at 
thtpthorpe&b (connect, com 


Some of those characteristics were never 
knocked out of Seaborne E.J., and his propensity 
to talk now proves beneficial as he goes about his 
daily business as Command Warrant Officer. 

To redress the balance, his boss also quot¬ 
ed from Eddie's most recent report, a glowing 
account of a busy year acting as the Admiral’s eyes 
and cars during a period when personnel issues 
have been at the forefront of Admiralty thinking. 

.And the point in turning the spotlight on to 
Eddie’s career^ 

Not personal advancement Eddie is not far 
away from the delights of resettlement at the end 
of M years in the Senior Service, and in any case 
he has risen as far as he could on the lower deck. 

No, tins was a ringing endorsement for the 
continued quality of Royal Navy initial training, 
as delivered for decades by HMS Ganges but now- 
through the instructors of HMS Raleigh, 

Of course, RN new entry training has changed 
- and there are few who would argue that has 
changed very- much for the better. 

For the gates of HMS Ganges loomed large 
in the nightmares of many a young lad sent to 
Shotley, near Ipswich* to be transformed first into 
a Nozaer - a general Ganges term for anyone 
more junior than yourself then into a peerless 
fighting sailor. 

Fear was a maior factor in the training - fear of 
failure, fear of punishment, fear of letting yourself 


RC 


• Former Ganges boys celebrate the centenary of the foundation of their former training establishment at Shotley in Suffolk (above) 

• The fast recruitment contingent of Junior Seamen arrives at the gates ot HMS Ganges mam establishment from the Annexe , shorf/y before the gates shut 
for good in 1976 (right) 
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youngster* h~as moved on from your* at HMS 
Ganges, 1 am proud that [he quality of our sailors 
remains high. 

“1 hope that Jots of the young Servicemen and 
women you see here today will have a chance 
to ask you about your many experiences and be 
inspired by^vuur courage and spirit 

"I am innWcd to sec so many of you former 
noon here* today, and it is testimony 10 the 
indelible impression HMS Ganges made on you 
alF those years ago that you arc here unlay in your 
hundreds lo honour it." 

With the Ganges site closed and fenced off. the 
Parade took place along the waterfront m Ipswich, 
ami Vice Admiral Burnell-Nugent addressed the 
gathering from Sind own -class miuehumer HMS 
Shoreham, which was berthed at Orwell Quay 
with patrol boa: HMS Raider 

The roinc parade marshals wereTOs Seaborne 
and John Snoddon, the latter having entered 
Ganges lour years before tm eolleaguc. 

Many of the Gauge* ‘rcimiunceu' were sta¬ 


tioned m the nearby Pontm's holiday centre 
at Pakeiield T which was turned into a virtual 
Naval training establishments complete with Daily 
Orders, hut the austere surroundings of former 
messes, were on their minds over the weekend, 
Eddie took the chance to delve into recent his¬ 
tory' and to purloin a modest memento. 

Many ut the I *200 Ganges bow at the reunion 
were allowed mto Lhe former site to reminisce on 
the parade ground or visit the quarterdeck, and 
the Command Warrant Officer* pacing a rattle 
which was burned into his brain as a voutlgMct. 
found his wav io the sue of his mess hui 

“I musi admit there was a leaf in my eye as 
1 looked at all the undergr«rwtii where the mess 
u»ed lo beT said Eddie 

“Rut when I looked around I saw a bnek Iving 
on the ground and I nicked it I hid a builders’ 
merchant confirm it was from my time, and it will 
now lake pride sit place in a water lea tore in my 
garden, much to the disgust of my wife ~ 
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• A typtcal kit inspection layout, as illustrated in a handbook „ whtch 
would be famtltar to trainees at HMS Ganges 


Ganges Association has 
worldwide membership 
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establishment mutated. organise* 
the annual reunion ai FakctiekJ. 

Because ihc actual site of HMS 
Ganges is fenced off and awaiting 
redevelopment, parades ,md ceremo¬ 
nies generally rake place along the 
waterfront at Ipswich, as happened 
this year with the Centenary Parade 

But there are still signs o! 
the old stone frigate to be Jis- 
cerned, including parade ground 
the Central Messing Hall and the 
mast, which is maintained by iht 
Association. 

For more information on HM> 
1 ranges, and an archive of picture? 
like that shown above* see websik 

www. hmsgangesassoCMrg 


THE HMS Ganges Association is a 
giant among ex-Service groups it 
U considered to be the Largest sin¬ 
gle-ship group in the world. 

Boasting more than 4,000 mem¬ 
ber* and still growing, the associa¬ 
tion is represented across the world* 
with members in the United States, 
Canada* South Africa* Australia, 
New Zealand and Europe. 

It is split into 52 Divisions* each 
holding their own meetings and 
parades* and making their presence 
fell by undertaking voluntary work 
in their local communities, 

I'hc Association, which con¬ 
tinues to nurture the close Links 
w ith Ipswich and Suffolk which the 


• HMS Ganges moored off Shot - 
ley Point, Harwich, in 1900 * five 
years before the Boy Seamen 
were moved ashore for training 


that training was barbaric 
s kmiuii as charactcr-budd- 
rs were here this weekend 
night be regarded as bully- 

nit then. 

out sailors of the highest 
Ganges then* and it is from 


it achievement often went 
Ganges ethos as indicated 
?n die front of this supple- 


nell-Nagent l s connections 
further than many of the 
rho attended the Centenary 

honoured to be here for this 
\ the Second Sea Lord told 
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A world war in all uniei due to the scale of conflict spread* it h a war that will never be 
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'The Chief said a normal salute will do - btg ead!' 

Bravery delivered 
right on the button 


01 ; ALL the worries and fears of 
the Ganges no/Jer. perhaps one 
loomed largest of all, in both the 
literal ami figurative senses. 

David Tail, Committee 
Certificate Secretary in the HMS 
t ranges Association, recalled his 
first Jay at Shotley m September 
1 „ when he goi his first glimpse 

of the 145ft structure, now a list* 
ed monument amidst the derelict 
buildings of the old < ranges. 

"1 remember coming on the 
coach from Ipswich* and the first 
we s:*u was the mast/' he said- 
“VEe were all looking at it, but 
instead of going into the mam 
establishment we turned away and 
went to the annexe, where we 
spent the first five weeks " 

Rut it was not long before the 
new boys got a closer look; while 
still at the Annexe David, just 15 
years old at the time, remembers 
his first time ‘across the mast' 
li TTie first time I was as appre¬ 
hensive as everybody; we were all 
a bn nervous about doing it t but 
it was part of the initiation into 
Ganges,” he said. 

The climb round the Devil's 
Elbow was difficult - lean¬ 
ing back while climbing the 
futtock rigging high above 
the ground was not easy, 
but the alternative was the 
ignominy of going through 
the lubber’s hole' trapdoor. 
Then it was up to the Half 
Moon {or crosstrees) and 
back down. 

David said there was a safety 
net round the mast, but there were 
rumour* that if you fell on it you 
would simply go through and hit 
the ground diced into cubes. 

Another story was that a drunk¬ 
en senior rate, on his way hack 
after a night out, climbed the 
mast and fell, ihc net flinging him 
through the window of the nearby 
post office. 

Some struggled to go aloft; 
David recalls the tears as instruc¬ 
tors encouraged, cajoled, threat¬ 
ened and mocked (he timid ones. 

Rut David never saw anyone fall 
from the mast, and had soon con¬ 
quered am misgivings he had. 

M Oncv I was up there t thought 
it was good fun |UM hke playing 
on the monkey bars in the park, 
except a lot higher*'* he said. 

That bravado took David r uht 


tr> the top, and to one of 
proudest days, ranking alongside 
the births of his daughters. 

Summer Saturday afternoons 
allowed those with spare time to 
climb the mast, and on one day he 
was at the erossjack with a mate 
the highest point except for the 
topmast and its notorious button. 

David told his oppo he had 
gone to the top, and when his bluff 
w as called he had reach the button 
to save face. 

Although on that occasion he 
just sat on the tiny platform, less 
than 1 2 inches across* he returned 
several times, and eventually 
plucked up the courage io stand, 
gripping the lightning conductor 
tightly bet ween shaking knees. 

His moment of glory came that 
summer, when his division helped 
man the mast, although he missed 
out on the main display. 

Three lads volunteered for the 
display during Parents Day in July 
]963, but David was noi cho¬ 
sen for either the Thursday dress 
rehearsal nor for Saturday itself. 

"Unusually, on the follow¬ 
ing Tuesday morning there was 
another display solely for the top 
brass of the Navy, the Army and 
the RAF, and I was the Button 
Roy that day,*' said David. 

“Mv mother got a personal invi¬ 
tation, and ended up sitting next 
to the Captain. She had come 
over from the Isle of Man for the 
Parents Day, but was the only par¬ 
ent there on Tuesday, and it w as a 
very proud moment for me " 

Hie mast was manned in strict 
time to the music of a band, 
and when all the boys were in 
position along the yard-arms, on 
the platforms and in the rigging, 
the Hutton Boy made his ascent, 
shinning up the final few feet and 
standing to attention to salute. 

At the end of the display, the 
mast was rapidly cleared, and the 
Hutton Boy used a wire stay to 
slide down hand over hand 

Once back on the deck, the 
Button Bov made his way alone 
over to the Captain, who pre¬ 
sented him with a crown com (five 
shillings or 25p about a day's 
wages for a Junior Seaman). 

David’s crown is still a treasured 
possession, even after 12 vears m 
the Navy and a further 28 years 
as a firefighter in Humberside and 
Hast Yorkshire. 
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THE NAME HMS < Ganges dates 
hack to the 18th century with 
the launch 74-gun third rate 
which was built at Rotherhithe 
and launched in 1782. 

tOriginally built by the Hast 
India Company, she was switched 
to military service and proved a 
useful addition to the Fleet, win¬ 
ning Rattle Honours at < vibraliar 
and Copenhagen. 

She became a prison ship 
in lHI l and was broken up m 
Plymouth in lain. 

Her successor, an 84-gun sec¬ 
ond rate, was appropriately built 
m India, at Bombay, again at the 
yard of the Fast India Company, 
and was launched in 182 l* which 
represented the beginning of more 
than 150 years unbroken service 
for the name i ianges 

As flagship on the South Pacific 
Station '’he became the last active 
sailing man o’ war to carry a 
Commander-uvOiief\ flag* and 
the last io round Cape Horn 
Because she was a well-built 
ship w ith a hull of rot-proof teak, 
and therefore in good condition* 
she was chosen to be refitted and 
in 1865 became a training ship for 
buy seamen, taking up a berth on 


the River F’al at Mvlor in Cornwall 
until 1899, when she sailed to 
Harwich Harbour. 

lire ship soldiered on until 
October I 1905, when the 500 or 
so boys under instruction moved 
ashore to Shotlcv, at the confluence 
of the Rivers Orwell and Stour 

That was not the end of 
the retired warship, which 
continued under the names 
Tenedos Ml and Impregna¬ 
ble III at Chatham until she 
was broken up at Plymouth 
between 1929 and 1930 at 
the ripe old age of 108, 

Meanwhile, back at Shotley, 
the training remit of the new 
stone frigate was expanded to 
include Roy Signalmen* and with 
the demands of World W ar I the 
number of boys under instruction 
swelled to 1,5(>0 by 1918. 

The training of boys, continued 
unbroken at Ganges until the out¬ 
break ot World War II, when that 
function moved to the relative 
safety of the Isle of Man, while 
Shotley took on the training of 
adults for war service and some 
00,000 of these Hostilities Only 
men arid women were processed 


by the establishment. 

The end of the war restored the 
old order, though by now Ganges 
was training 2,000 boys. 

The title *Boy\ which was first 
used in 1794* was changed to 
'junior' on April 1 1956, and the 
following year the training regime 
expanded once more, this time 
taking in engineering. 

Still the influence of Ganges 
was spreading, and from 1962 all 
young adults from all branches 
of the Senior Service received 
their initial training in Suffolk, 
and the Trogs (‘Trained Rating 
Of Ganges\ as was entered on to 
their Serv ice record * were v al¬ 
ued members of ship ^ companies 
throughout the Fleet and ashore. 

Hut the following decade ^aw 
the end of the line for Ganges. 

Rather than months, the mn- 
iors‘ stay at Ganges was now cut 
to wrecks before they moved on for 
specialist training, and numbers 
had dropped to 600. 

June 6 1976 saw the final 

parade, when more than 300 ot 
the 100,000-plus Ganges gradu¬ 
ates joined the current trainees, 
and the establishment closed for 
good m October. 



Good to 
be back! 

GANGES seemed a lot smaller to 
WOl Jess Yates as he stepped out 
of his car and Looked at Shotley 
Gate for the first time in 34 years. 

“Perhaps it was because now 
I had time to take in the sights, 
instead of the view normally seen 
*at the double’/' said jess above). 

ITiis time he had to persuade the 
guard to let him m then it would 
have been a pica to be let out 

But the Centenary Parade 
weekend allowed Jess time to wan¬ 
der the Quarterdeck, go through 
the Long Covered Wav and peer 
at Faith* Hope and Charity the 
steps to forgiveness, and even 
allow' himself the thought that it 
was good to be back- 
■ See tvww.navyrtews.co.uk for 
more reminiscences from Jess 
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INSIDE HMS VICTORY 

HMS Victory, Nelson's flagship a! Trafalgar, is still in commission today. Launched in 1765, after 13 years in reserve she 
began her active service career in 1778 and ended it in the Baltic campaign of 1810-12. 

She began a new role o f iiagship for the Port Admiral at Portsmouth and later tender to the Duke of Wellington but in 1831 
she was listed for disposal. Thomas Hardy, captain of Victory at Trafalgar was by then First Sea Lord - and at his wife's 
urging refused to sign the order. 

Refitted in 1888, she became flagship for the Commander-in-Chief and remains so today. She narrowly escaped destruction 
when she was accidentally rammed by the battleship HMS Neptune and after World War L following a national appeal by 
the Society for Nautical Research, she was put into Portsmouth’s historic No 2 Dock to begin her fifth mafor refit, completed 
in 1927 

Her current refit, begun in 1964 t is the longest in the history of the Royal Navy and aims to restore her to her state at the 
time of her finest hour - October 21, 1805. 
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Hammock cranes with netting 
Skidbeams 
Forebrace bitts 
Main companionway 
Steering wheel and binnacle 
Captain's sleeping quarters 
Captain's dining table 
Captain's day cabin 
Upper deck 
Beakhead bulkhead 
Removable bulkhead 
Steamtrunk 
Grating 

Companionway 
Admiral's sleeping quarters 
Admiral s dining table 
Admiral's day cabin 
Middle deck 
Sick bay section 
Galley and stove 


VICTORY KEY 

1 Foremast 

2 Main topgallant yard 

3 Fore topgallant sail 

4 Main topsail 

5 Main topgallant sail 

6 Pennant 

7 Main topsail yard 

8 Mizzen mast 

9 Fore topsail 

10 Foresail 

11 Bowsprit 

12 Figurehead 
Forecastle 
Mainsail 

Mizzen topgallant sail 
Mizzen topsail 

17 Spanker sail 

18 Ship's wheel 

19 Skylight 

20 Signal flag lockers 


21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


30 

31 

32 


13 

14 

15 

16 
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Lanterns 36 

Captain's quarters 37 

Sea cutter 38 

Admiral’s quarters 39 

32ft barge 40 

34ft launch 41 

Fore capstan 42 

The stove 43 

32 pounder gun 44 

Bow 45 

Grand magazine 46 

Main {jeer) Capstan 47 

24 pounder gun 48 

Chain pump 49 

Barrels containing water 
and beer in the lowest part 
of the ship to aid stability 


Wardrooms 

Rudder 

Keel 

Anchor 

Waterline 

Gun port lid 

Stern 

G unport 

Poopdeck 

Rail (or firebuckets 

Skylight over Captain's dining cabin 

Rail with hammock cranes 

Quarterdeck 

Gratings 



THE BRODIE STOVE 

This stove was used throughout the Navy 
from 1781 until 1810. It had two boilers with a 
capacity of around 250 gallons and an oven 
capable of baking up to 80 pounds of bread at 
a time. 


This stove was essential as it was the only 
means to prepare hot meals for some 750 men 

I 







THE GUNS 

The guns were situated in the mam on the Quarterdeck upper 
deck, middle deck and lower deck. 

Guns were hauled out to the firing position the recoil when they 
were tired was controlled by the breech rope and the tackles. 
They were then used to return it inboard for sponging out and 
reloading ready to fre. In spite of how complicated the firing 
procedure seemed, a well-trained gun crew could fire a round in 
about a minute! 
























96 Forepeak 

97 Foremast 

98 Filling room 

99 Grand magazine 

tOO Hanging magazine over 

101 Main hold 

102 Main mast 

103 Hold well 

104 Rear hanging magazine over 

105 Flour stowage 

106 Aft peak 


Fore capstan 
Companionway 
24 pounder gun (long) 

Main capstan 
Officers' quarters 
Lower deck 
Manger 

Fore riding bitts 
Fore capstan main body 
32 pounder gun (long) 

Main ijeer) capstan main body 
Orlop deck 
Grating 
Rack 
Locker 
Sail room 
Boatswain store 
Boatswain cabin 
Sail room 
Pump room 
Hanging magazine 
Steward's cabin 
Marines clothes store 
Purser’s cabin 
Grating 
Hold 

THE CHAIN PUMPS 

Operated from amidships on the lower 
gun deck, the chain pumps could move 
approximately 120 tons of water an hour. 
The pumps could be worked singly or as 
linked pairs, but even with a maximum 
of 30 men on each handle, it was 
backbreaking work. 


70 


71 


72 


7*3 


74 


75 


76 


77 


78 


81 


82 


85 


89 


90 


93 


94 



















































